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Maher built one house, the one 
at 519 Sunset Road, in 1915 and 
another, 220 Poplar Street, in 
1916. Four more came in 1919 
and one in 1921 after area 
streets were paved. The spread- “~ 
ing of $206,000 worth of con- 

crete followed approval early in 

1918 by the Winnetka Village 

Board. The decision followed a 
discussion of whether such pav- 

ing was patriotic or not. The 

reason was the U.S. being at 

war in Europe. Petitioners 

against paving said "that all 

persons in the spirit of patrio- 

tism, (should) husband their re- 
sources and conserve all labor 

and material, in order that the same 

might be more advantageously used in 

the prosecution of the war." The oppo- 
sition said it would be unpatriotic not 

to pave because: 


What Maher 
wrought 
In Winnetka 


with some Griffin, too 


™. 


By 1922, George Maher's small group of 
speculation houses in Winnetka, Illinois, 
was in place. I first saw these houses in 
1995. We were visiting Betty and Merle 
Wyld of Skokie, Illinois, and drove with 
them to Winnetka. Merle, now 93, Ma- 
her's nephew, knew where most of the 
houses were because he lived in one of 
them when he was a boy. "That's one," 
he said, "and that's another one." Merle 
drew the map at right. All of the houses 
are on two adjacent blocks and a triangle 
next to the commuter railroad tracks. The 
bounding streets are Elder Lane to the 
north, Poplar and Myrtle on the sides, 
Sunset Road in between, and Hill Road 
on the south. 

A short article in the Chicago Sunday ; : 
Tribune for January 25, 1914, tells some- during a thaw, children would come 
thing about the origin of Maher's little [,s SAN BEd to school with wet feet and become 
known contribution to Winnetka architec- »* \NARA Bret Ld | ill ed 
ture. The article was about the Chicago ss a : 


There was no drainage and conse- 
quently families were exposed to dis- 
ease. 

Basements would be full of water 


eS a Tee TEE TE Somewhere in between but probably 


and: Nortlt Western railroad's acquisition Ser lar-M rtle mm hborhood. At lower i cH 
of land "for depot purposes" between center, marked By the cee is architect eciiy Vewani ee Gee tne ig 
Winnetka Avenue and Sunset Road, both — Walter Burley Griffin's Trier Center Neighbor- set once BskeINon Be See 


of which show on the bottom map in the hood. The upside-down T is New Trier High attorney, who “intimated that other 
next column. The Tribune said area resi- | School. Map, Plan of Winnetka, 1921. motives than patriotism inspired the 
dents "will shortly reap their reward for people protesting the passage of the 
pioneering in the development of this at- ordinance.” — 
tractive section east of the railroad, here- Paving Sheridan Road through Winnet- 
tofore served only by the Chicago and ka in the summer of 1918 was also mak- 
Milwaukee electric line." Then: ing the area more attractive. Said the lo- 
cal paper: "With the completion of this 
stretch it makes it possible to leave 
Evanston and make a circular trip of 
about fifty miles, all the time traveling 
on good roads, most of it concrete." 


This territory was but sparingly set- 
tled until two years ago, when Le- 
onard H. Roach, George W. Maher, ake 
and Walter Burley Griffin, together = 7B 
with William F. Tempel and Frank nae Sr fo 
Windes—the three last named com- Contemporary map of area. Dark right We must remember that these Maher 
prising the Community Development corner is Lake Michigan, half a dozen houses are modest houses. Now to 
company—began building operations blocks or so east of Sunset-Poplar-Myrtle. them, with the names of first or early 
where the New Trier Township High Source, Microsoft Expedia Maps, WWW. owners... 


school, costing upward of $500,000, 


Mees Sn 


appeared isolated. its immediate vicinity and is still © Hyman and Lora Raclin House, 528 
Chief among those who pinned building.* Elder Lane, built 1912-13. 
their faith in the future of this territo- ; i 
ry was Mr. Roach, who has built and The Raclin House was originally an L- “” 
sold more than twenty-five homes in * Leonard Roach was in real estate with offices on Shaped house with a pine Hl porch. A 
Dearborn in Chicago. squat L because the extension off the 
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Raclin House, built 1912-13, Winnetka, Illinois. 
Recent post-remodeling view, GWMQ. 


Raclin House, historic view 
before Keck remodeling. 


main block is short. The 
present owner has a photo 
from one of the area historical 


“societies showing an early ap- 


pearance, and it's (badly) re- 
produced here. Two of Ma- 
her's round porch columns are 
now partly embedded in 
walls added later. There is no 
art glass.* The larger part of 
the house was remodeled in 
1956 by the fine Chicago resi- 
dential architect Fred George 
Keck. 

The sewer application at the 
Winnetka village hall is dated 
April 23, 1913, and was hand- 
written by Maher. His office 
was in room 1100 of the 
Karpen Building (later called 
the Standard Oil building}, 910 
South Michigan Avenue. 

It seems Maher rented the 
house to Mrs. H.B. Craig, who 
is shown living there in the 
1916 North Shore directory, 


* None of these houses has art glass. 
The double-hung windows are typi- 
cally single pieces of glass below 
and small-paned above with four or 
more panes. 


and 
then 
briefly 
to the 
Robin- 
sons. In 
April 
1920, 
the 
Raclin 
family 
moved 
in. We 
know 
this be- 
cause 
we read it in the diary of 14 
year-old Violet Wyld, Maher's 
niece who lived next door at 
518 Elder Lane. She recorded: 


April 27, 1920. “Weather 
same as yesterday. Robinsons 
moved yesterday and Rachlins 
(sic) moved in. Jews hope we 
like them because they 
bought the house. The only 
child is boy 3." 


April 28, 1920. "Stayed home 
from school today because I 
had a cold & coughed to 
much. I made a mistake the 
Rachlins (sic) have a boy 1 1/2 
and girl 3." 


Sources: Diaries, Violet Wyld. North 
Shore suburban directories, Evan- 
ston public library, Evanston, Illi- 
nois. Winnetka village records. 


@ C.A. and Mary Scholl 
House, 519 Sunset Road, built 
4915, 


The Scholl House is a simple 
hip-roofed foursquare house 
with a basic Maher position- 
ing of windows. There are two 
large double-hung windows at 
either side on the second sto- 
ry with a smaller one be- 
tween. There are paired 
square columns on the flat- 
roofed front porch. 

We know the house was 
built by Maher because there 
is a sewer connection card 
dated 1915 in the Winnetka 
village hall files. 


bs 


iets ae 


Scholl House, 1915, Winnetka, Illinois. GWMQ photo. 


North Shore suburban direc- 
tories show the Scholls living 
in the house in 1917 and in 
1920. He was with the Fideli- 
ty Mutual Insurance Compa- 
ny in Chicago. By the time 
Scholl, 60, died in 1938, he 
had been manager of the 
company's Chicago office for 
14 years. 

Subsequent directories show 
the house occupied by Frank 
and Elvie Young in 1922 and 
Clarence and Theresa Good- 
man in 1925. 


Sources: Carl Scholl obituary, The 

Evanston Review, Evanston, Illinois, 
November 10, 1938. North Shore di- 
rectories. Winnetka village records. 


@ Herman and Emma Kasten 
House, 220 Poplar Street, built 
1916. 

The Kasten House is a side 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly © January-March 2000 @ 3 


Kasten House, 1916, Winnetka, Illinois. GWMQ photo. 


gable-roofed bungalow. The 
most noticeable Maher char- 
acteristic is the pairing of 
round columns at either end 
of the flat-roofed front porch. 

The Maher sewer connection 
card in the village hall is dat- 
ed 1916. 

Herman Kasten was in sta- 
tionery, according to the 1922 
North Shore directory. I be- 
lieve I've found another men- 
tion of him in business, that 
being in a book by the com- 
mercial artist and illustrator 
Will Bradley (1868-1962). In 
the book, titled Will Bradley, 
His Chap Book, Bradley re- 
calls "free-lancing and mak- 
ing designs for Mr. Kasten of 
the McClurg stationery de- 
partment." That was after he 
had lived in Ishpeming, Up- 


Manley House, 1919, Winnetka. GWMQ. 


Moore House, 1919, Winnetka. GWMQ. 


per Peninsula, Michigan, and 
before he designed rooms and 
houses for Ladies' Home Jour- 
nal. Bradley, gently anecdotal- 
izing, continues: 


You (Bradley) have a stu- 
dio in the new Caxton 
building on Dearborn 
Street. You work all of one 
day and night and part of 
the next day on some 
drawings for Mr. Kasten. 
He comes to get them at 
four o'clock on the after- 
noon before Christmas. 
You tell him (Kasten) you 
haven't eaten since the 
previous night. 

He takes you and your 
drawings in a cab and 
stops at a saloon in the 
McVickar Theater build- 


ing and buys you an egg 
nog. "Drink this,” he says. 
"It will put you on your 
feet until you reach home 
and can get dinner." It is 
only a glass of milk and 
egs—and looks harmless.” 


Sources: Will Bradley, His Chap 
Book, Will Bradley, The Typophiles, 
New York, 1955. "The World of Will 
Bradley," James F. O'Gorman, Old- 
House Journal, March-April 1999. 
North Shore directories, Evanston 
public library. Winnetka village 
records. 


@ Jesse and Margaret Barnes 
House, 238 Poplar Street, built 
1919. 


The Barnes House is a larger 
side gable-roofed bungalow, 
with two dormers at the 

front and an extension (later?) 


Barnes House, 1919, Winnetka. GWMQ. 


to the side. The street-facing 
fireplace chimney has one 
slanted side, such slanting be- 
ing used by Maher from 1907 
and his Schultz House in Win- 
netka. The exterior is stuc- 
coed. 

The Maher sewer connection 
card is dated September 20, 
1919, 

The North Shore directories 
for 1917-18 and 1922-23 show 
the house empty. The Barnes 
family is living there in 1925. 


Sources: North Shore directories, 
Evanston public library. Winnetka 


village records, 


® Lloyd and Margaret Faxon 
House, 228 Poplar Street, built 
1919. 


The Faxon House is the small- 


est of the houses. It has a 
front gabled-roof. It's rather 
muddled now, in the sense 
The Old-House Journal uses 
the word. 

The Maher sewer connection 
card in the village hall is dat- 
ed September 20, 1919. 

Directories say the house 
was empty in 1917, and that 
the Faxons were there in 1922 
and 1925. Margaret, who died 
in 1959, was described as a 
book reviewer, in a 1965 obit- 
uary for Lloyd. He was a law- 
yer who lived in Winnetka for 
38 years and practiced for 40 
years in Chicago. After 
Margaret's death, Lloyd lived 
at the Evanston YMCA for six 
years and then moved to a 
convalescent home in Niles. 
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Bryson House, 1921, Winnetka. GWMQ photo. 


muddled and hidden 
in all seasons behind 
trees. It seems simi- 
lar to the Moore 
House nearby. 

The Maher sewer 
connection card, on 
which it's noted the 
architect lived at 424 
Warwick Road, is 
from March 22, 
1919(?). 

Directories list the 
Manleys as residents 
in 1920, 1922 and 
1925. He was in 
lumber. 


Sources: North Shore di- 
rectories, Evanston pub- 
lic library. Winnetka vil- 
lage records. 


@ David C. and An- 
nie Moore House, 
535 Sunset Road, 
built 1919. 


The Moore House is 

side-gabled. There 
_ are paired windows 

at both sides both 
floors. A small window is be- 
tween the two second story 
ones. Again, a favored Maher 
configuration. The exterior is 
stuccoed. 

The Maher sewer connection 
card is dated June 16, 1919; 
the plumber was Charles 
Wallace. There is a second 
card in the building file, this 
one from April 29, 1920, for a 


Maybe Maher houses on Sunset. 
GWMQ. 


Sources: Lloyd A. Faxon obituary, 
Evanston Review, October 14, 1965. 
North Shore directories, Evanston 
public library. Winnetka village 
records. 


@ John J. and Helen Manley 


House, 525 Sunset Road, built 
“™, 1919. 


The Manley House is a side 
gable-roofed house somewhat 


garage for D.J. Breckenridge; 
Maher was the architect. 

The first owners were David 
and Annie Moore. He was a 
commercial traveler. They 
were living in the house in 
1922 and 1925. 


Sources: North Shore directories, 
Evanston 
public li- 
brary. Win- 
netka vil- 
lage 
records. 


@ Arthur 
and 
Helen 
Bryson 
House, 
182 Myr- 
tle Street, 
built 
1921. 


The Bry- 
son 
House is similar to the Man- 
ley and Moore houses, though 
there is a larger window at 
the center of the second story. 
The front-gabled entrance has 
a single round column at each 
side. The house is stuccoed 
outside. 

The undated Maher sewer 
connection card, a pink one, 
has this note: "Mr. Maher 
Please sign and get into hands 
of plumber of (sic) leave at 
Village Hall." The card notes 
Maher's Chicago office ad- 
dress at 208 South La Salle 
Street. 

The suburban directory 
shows the Brysons living in 
the house in 1922. They were 
still there in 1945. 


Sources: North Shore directories, 
Evanston public library, Winnetka 
village records. 


Two more houses at 518 and 
526 Sunset Road could be Ma- 
her designs. They are similar 
in shape and window place- 
ment. However, Winnetka vil- 
lage building records had no 
George Maher cards for ei- 
ther. The 518 Sunset sewer 
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Wyld House, 1913, Winnetka. GWMQ. 


permit was dated May 29, 

1931, and the oldest card on 
526 was from 1939. So, they 
may just be Maher-inspired. 


More in Winnetka. 
Maher did two more houses in 
Winnetka. 


The first house designed by 
Maher in Winnetka was the 
much-remarked Schultz 
House at 19 Warwick Road in 
1907. It's pictured elsewhere 
in the issue. 

The other Maher house in 
the neighborhood is at 518 El- 
der Lane designed in 1913 for 
his wife's sister Frances, her 
husband Arthur and Violet 
and Merle. 


Sources: Conversations with Merle 
Wyld, 1990s. Blueprints, September 
20, 1913, and September 25, 1913. 


Griffin nearby. 

In 1912, the brilliant architect 
Walter Burley Griffin (1876- 
1937), formerly with Frank 
Lloyd Wright in Oak Park, Il- 
linois, began a neighborhood 
around the corner from Ma- 
her's Winnetka neighborhood. 
To go to the Griffin develop- 
ment, you turn from Myrtle 
east toward Lake Michigan 
onto Hill, then east for a 
block and you'll be in the Tri- 
er Center Neighborhood. It'll 
look very conventional. That's 
because most of what Griffin 


proposed wasn't done. In 1914 he left 
for Australia to work on the new capi- 
tal city of Canberra. Griffin had won 
an international competition. 

When Griffin began in Winnetka, 

the area was 

g) open Jand.* 
It was the fi- 
nal nine-acre 
tract of a 
farm owned 
by William 
Tempel who 
was in real 
estate and 
loans in Chica- 
go. Griffin, 
Tempel and a 
Chicago physi- 
cian, Dr. Adolphus Bertling, each put 
$5,000 into the project. Lots were platted, 
two streets graded, and the first six hous- 
es announced. Unlike Maher, who was 
building houses for income, Griffin 
planned paired houses, one-car width 
streets, and plantings in the boulevards. 


Walter Burley Griffin. 


Sources: Walter Burley Griffin in America, Paul 
Kruty, University of Illinois Press, Urbana, 1996. 
Trier Center Neighborhood Development, The 
Western Architect, August 1913, from Architectur- 
al History On-Line: The Progressive Era (no long- 
er online}, WWW, December 12, 1997. 


Bennett's plan 

What open land couldn't attract, the civ- 
ic good could. Good and the means to 
pay for it. Wealthy Winnetka had the 
means. In 1921, the eminent Chicago 
planner Edward H. Bennett produced the 
Plan of Winnetka for the Winnetka Plan 
Commission. Bennett was highly regard- 
ed, in part because he had worked with 
architect Daniel H. Burnham on a Chi- 
cago plan in 1909. The plan impact for 
the owners of Maher's houses related to 
the train tracks. 


Source: Plan of Winnetka, Edward H. Bennett, 
Winnetka, Illinois, 1921, from collection of State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison. 


Major sources. "Completion of Winnetka Strip of 
Sheridan Road Gives Fine Driveway," Winnetka 
Weekly Talk, August 16, 1918. "Plans for New Sta- 
tion Please Winnetka District," Chicago Sunday 
Tribune, January 25, 1914. "Ordinance Passed to 
Pave Roadways," Winnetka Weekly Talk, February 
8, 1918. 


* I've done no primary Griffin research. This is 
all based on other's work. See sources. 


Griffin's Trier Center neighborhood. Below, one of the houses. GWMQ. 


Designs of 1922 
More Philip's 
than George's 


The work from Geo. W. Maher & Son, 
which meant George Maher with Philip 
Maher, in 1922 was more Philip's than 
George's. (Incidentally, and for the 
record, I'm beginning this at sunset 
{while watching PBS's millennium trip 
around the world on the last day of the 
20th century. Which makes me want 
to say something about Maher and the 
end of the last peoplemade historical 
period he lived in. But what to say 
about him? Certainly in our minds he 
recedes into another time. Maybe I'll 
find something more later—some months 
into the 21st century.) 

How do we know the work was 
more Philip's than George's? We have a 
comment from a highly informed and bi- 
ased eyewitness. In 1990 we wrote Phil- 
ip's first wife Madeleine Mueller at her 
home in Connecticut. We asked: "After 
George Maher became ill, how much of 


their work was Philip's?" She wrote 
back, "Philip ran the office and all of the 
draughtsmen. Everything." 

George was sick in 1922. We'll as- 
sume it was his recurring depression. 
He spent weeks early in the year in the 
South recuperating. 

The list of projects for 1922 looks 
skimpy. We must remember that the 
Mahers were working in Gary, Indi- 
ana, and producing speculation houses in 
Kenilworth. 


Sources: Philip Maher photo, Chicago's Accom- 
plishments and Leaders, Glenn A. Bishop, Paul T. 
Gilbert, Bishop Publishing Co., Chicago, 1932. 
Madeleine Mueller, letter, Southport, Connecticut, 
March 1990. 


@ john B. Murphy Memorial Building, 
90 East Erie Street, plan only. 


The architects chosen for this French Re- 
naissance-style building were Benjamin 
Marshall and Charles Fox of Chicago. 
I've seen Marshall described as a "soci- 
ety architect." We've yet to see what the 
Mahers designed. 
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Sources: College Properties, American College of 
Surgeons, November 1988. They Built Chicago, 
Miles L. Berger, Bonus Books, Chicago, 1992. AIA 
Guide to Chicago. 


@ Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity 
house, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, plan only. 


While an architecture student at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Philip 


— een Baa tee 2 a ee ; ae 
Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity house, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1922, plan only. Chicago Architectural Club exhibition catalog. 


paired arches on the parapet; these com- 
plement the arches below over the door, 
the window to its left, the loggia at right 
and the gate next to that. The four dor- 
mers look like George's work, too. 

The chapter chose another's design. 


Sources: Correspondence, Bentley Historical Li- 

brary, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Febru- 
ary 9, 1989. Drawing, Geo. W. Maher & Son, Chi- 
cago Architectural Club exhibition, The American 
Architect-The Architectural Review, June 7, 1922. 


@ Philip Maher house. 


We only have a Chicago architectural ref- 
erence for this. 


Philip Maher in 1932. 


Maher was a member of the Delta Kappa 
Epsilon fraternity. In 1922, Geo. W. Ma- 
her & Son made a plan for a DKE chap- 
ter house. Although the drawing is signed 
George W. Maher, architect, the style is 
English. Mostly Philip's work, we'll say. 
However, there is evidence of involve- 
ment by George in tying the facade to- 
gether with a single motif. Note the 
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@ Simons House, 327 Leicester Road, Kenilworth, Illi- 
nois, 1921. This house and the two behind it at 328 and 
336 Raleigh Road were speculation houses for Maher. 
We recently saw the inside of the house and found nu- 
merous references to earlier Maher motifs and designs. 
Among them, arches within arches, a medieval-looking, 
carved diamond. 


Photos, clockwise from top left: 1) house exterior; 2) ex- 
terior with five-sided porch; 3) newel post with dia- 
mond; 4) full view of stairs; 5) second-floor built-in stor- 
age; 6} view from porch to entrance hall. Center, from 
bedroom to porch. GWMQ photos. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly © January-March 2000 @ 8 


THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 


VOLUME LIf S NUMBER I 


a 


DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE IN THE MIDDLE WEstT 


Here As Elsewhere the Best Houses Are Straightforward and Sincere _. 


BY CHESTER H. WALCOTT 


Prairie School dying 


next three years he studied in Italy and 
at the Ecole des Beaux Arts, Paris, the 
latter setting him up for nonindigenous 
architecture. He returned to Chicago in 
1910. From 1919-24 Walcott was in part- 
nership with Edward Clark. He died at 
his home in suburban Lake Forest in 
1947. Walcott was hardly a demon. But 
he's not somebody I care about. 

In March 1922 Walcott was chairman of 
the organizing committee for the Chicago 
Architectural Exhibition at the Art Insti- 
tute. His entries resulted in this modest 
comment in Western Architect: 


(Le 


With his long-titled essay (shown above} 
in House Beautiful in mid-1922, Chicago 
architect Chester Walcott, one of the re- 
ally retro people we've encountered, de- 
clared the Prairie School near death. 
About midwestern architecture, Walcott 
wrote: 


>, It has passed through its murky pe- 
riods of unthinking Romanesque, 
overgabled Tudor, misinterpreted 
Mission and magazine Colonial. Re- 
cently it has become aware of its 
shortcomings and is conscious of its 
goal. The so-called Chicago-esque 
or prairie architecture is no longer 
to be reckoned with seriously, ex- 
cept as our strong man, Louis Sulli- 
van, may choose to lead the march 
farther beyond the goal he himself 
has so brilliantly achieved. His fol- 
lowers are lagging, their work is be- 
coming meaningless and unbeauti- 
ful. Ten-foot overhanging eaves and 
cornices, flat-decked roofs, and 
banks of windows of varying levels 
are passing into the limbo, with last 
season's styles of clothes. 


Walcott designed, and chose to illustrate 
his article, houses "indicative of the fact 
that there seems fo be no predominating 
or mysterious force at work to create 
something new or strange." The houses, 
™» he continued, "show influences of vari- 
ous styles and periods, and they are in 
the forward line of evolution; moreover, 
they are straightforward and sincere." He 


Chester H. Walcott is the third of a 
trio whose sketches of interesting 
studies in our own cities, as well as 
of charming architectural details 
abroad, served to add interest. 


described "a simple Georgian scheme," 
"a daring little Italian house," a house 
reminding of "a homestead in New En- 
gland." Walcott concluded that: "Not 
only here but throughout the land, the 
amateur and the dilettante are disappear- 
ing; the taste of the millionaire and the 
ideals of the tired businessman are im- 
proving..." 

We find this man foolish and incapable 
of awareness of a progressive architecture 
that would continue throughout the 20th 
century and into the 21st. 


Then in October Western Architect 
published photos of several Clark and 
Walcott houses. The accompanying 
text about these Georgian, Tudor and 
colonial-style houses (one shown on this 
page) in suburban Chicago says that 
"something of the broad horizontality of 
the setting of these structures is found ex- 
pressed in the lines of each of the exam- 
ples..." As if that weren't stretch enough, 
the writer, probably Western Architect 


HREKEKE 


1922 seems to have been Chester H. 
Walcott's year for recognition and 
architectural celebrity. Who was 
Walcott and why are we spending 
any space on him here? Answering 
the second question first, space is 
given Walcott because his sort of 
architect was ascending in Chicago 
and the Midwest as most of the 
arts and crafts-Prairie School sort 
became cautious, went revision- 
ist—compromised, retreated. The 
blatantly imitative prevailed for a 
decade or so. Walcott was one of 
these people. He needs to be con- 
sidered. 

Here's a short Walcottian biography. 
He was born in Chicago in 1883 (when 
Maher was 18 and employed by Bauer 
and Woltersdorf [more about them else- 
where in this issue]). Walcott graduated 
from Princeton University in 1903 with a 
B.S. degree in architecture. During the 


Clark and Walcott EvenETOn house ai 
The Western Architect, October 1922. 


Editor Robert MacLean, continues—"es- 
say" means house: 


...an original and distinctly personal 
quality permeates each essay, whatev- 
er its inspiration, and in no case does 
one feel that the architects have been 
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More 


Walcott... 


"pound" by historic 
precedent. We have 
been led to believe 
that to be "original", 
the artist must break 
with all historic pre- 
cedent and we have 
witnessed many sad 
mistakes committed 
by the seeker after 
originality for origi- 
nality's own sake. We 
have begun to learn 
that our emphasis has 
been upon the wrong 
thing and also that is 
entirely possible to 
express the whole 
range of personality, 
of human feeling, 
through the old. In 
the work of Clark 
and Walcott we find a 
distinctly refreshing aaa 
originality the expres- 
sion of which has 
been made in terms 
well known to us 
all—historic prece- 
dent if you please. 
This is indeed 


progress. 


Talk about back-pedal- 
ing. And, maybe, talk 
about worrying about 
the future of your mag- 
azine, which once 
praised arts and crafts- 
Prairie School archi- 
tects issue after issue with features on ar- 
chitects like George Maher, Purcell and 
Elmslie, etc., etc. Talk about wanting to 
stay in business as styles and fashions 
change, and the imitators prevail. 


Years later. Philip Maher would be in- 
volved—how closely, we don't (yet) 
know—with Walcott, as well as eight oth- 
er architects and firms, in the design of 
public housing in Chicago. These were 
the Jane Addams Houses and the Trum- 
bull Park Homes built in 1935. 


Oh. Chester's brother Russell was also 
an architect in Chicago. He was just as 
derivative. 


Findings 


@ Marcom B. and Lillias 
Orde House, 486 Greenleaf, 
Glencoe, Illinois, 1904. 


We were directed to this 
house by Bridget Hill, an as- 
sistant to the Glencoe village 
manager. It's one of several 
houses identified in a "wind- 
shield survey" as possible 
Maher designs. Our first 
view of the Orde House 
showed it to be similar to the 


Orde House photos. Top, exterior. Center, 
exterior detail. Below, arches at staircase. 
GWMQ. 


Sources: Jane Addams Houses and Trumbull Park 
Homes, Architectural Forum, May 1938. Biograph- 
ical Dictionary of American Architects (De- 
ceased}, Henry F. Withey, Elsie Rathburn Withey, 
New Age Publishing Co., Los Angeles, 1956. "Do- 
mestic Architecture in the Middle West, Here as 
Elsewhere the Best Houses are Straightforward 
and Sincere," Chester H. Walcott, The House 
Beautiful, July 1922. "The 35th Annual Chicago 
Architectural Exhibition," Western Architect, 
April 1922. "The Work of Clark and Walcott," 
Western Architect, October 1922. AIA Guide to 
Chicago. 


Isom House (1900) in Kenil- 
worth and the Coffeen House 
(1900) in Hinsdale, a western suburb of 
Chicago. Both of these are variations on 
the Farson House (1893), "Pleasant 
Home," in Oak Park, Illinois. The Orde 
House has large pairs of double-hung 
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windows on the front. At the center is 

the entrance door, with small windows 
above and an arched dormer at the top. 
The surround on the small windows has 
oNhe same decoration as Pleasant Home. 

When we visited, the house was being 
redone. The interior had been gutted ex- 
cept for major details, which included a 
limestone fireplace surround, two arches 
and an echoing arched stained glass win- 
dow at a staircase landing. 

Orde was secretary for the Union Trac- 
tion Co., treasurer for the Chicago Rail- 
way Co. and a vice president for the 
Glencoe State Bank. At various times the 
Ordes' children were living there, includ- 
ing a daughter Darcy and a son Marcom 
B, Jr. 

Of the other houses on Glencoe's drive- 
by survey, we ruled them out. They were 
similar to Maher houses but the details 
didn't work. One looked too fragmented; 
another had a window strangely placed. 


Sources: North Shore directories. Site visit, early 
2000. 


Findings 


® South Haven hotel, boardwalk and ca- 
sino, South Haven, Michigan, 1908, plan 
only. 


This finding began with email from a 
graduate student in Chicago on March 
23. Here's what I received: 


I am researching information on a 
proposed resort/hotel/boardwalk de- 
veloped in 1908 by George W. Maher 
for the town of South Haven, Michi- 
gan. Would you happen to know if 
GWM's papers exist anywhere and if 
they are accessible? A drawing of the 
proposed concrete hotel also appeared 
in a 1912 edition of the Western Ar- 
chitect... 


The next day there was this email: 


In the July 5, 1908, edition of the 

Chicago Record-Herald there is a 

copy of the drawing of the proposed 
hotel and boardwalk... The hotel 


and boardwalk were never built in 
South Haven, but if you are interest- 
ed in seeking what the proposed 
complex looked like the (Lake) Mich- 
igan Maritime Museum in South Ha- 
ven, Michigan, has the original 5'x4’ 
(water color?) painting of the project 
signed by Geo. Maher... It is a spec- 
tacular piece of work as well as an 
unbelievable conceptual piece. 


(There is also the signature of some 


Orde House windows. Above, double- 
hung window; below, arched window at 
staircase landing. GWMQ. 


fone] called H.D. Jenkins on the 
painting, but I don't know who that 
is.) 


With that, the mystery of the concrete 
hotel was solved. We'd first seen the 
concrete hotel in a Maher portfolio. 
Then we'd found it among Maher's 


entries for the 1910 architectural exhi- . 


bition at the Art Institute of Chicago. 
I'd wondered whether the hotel was 
in some way connected to Maher's 
summer home in Douglas, Michigan, 
not far from South Haven. 


The hotel was proposed for a site 
next to Lake Michigan previously oc- 
cupied by the Avery Beach Hotel, a 
wood building which burned in a fire in 
1907. That likely accounts for the news- 
paper emphasis on the Maher building 


being concrete and fireproof. The Chica- 
go Record-Herald story said the hotel 
would have a dining room seating 1,200; 
one intention was to attract conventions. 
Also, there would be balconies, domes, 
towers, a roof garden, lawn tennis, and a 
fountain and pool shaped with Maher's 
familiar segmental arch. The streamlined 
hotel would have looked just fine among 
the art deco hotels on Miami's South 
Beach. 

Looking now, with more information in 
hand, at Maher's presentation drawing— 
it's on the next page, I understand that it 
shows the exterior as seen from the 
street. Lake Michigan is behind with the 
boardwalk running along the shore and 
the casino out in the lake. I had won- 
dered what that all was; I should have 
been more curious. 

The boardwalk was to have been a mile 
long starting at Dyckman Avenue, con- 
tinuing along the Black River, and then 
along Lake Michigan. 

The pier extends into the lake from the 
hotel. The casino seems a compact ver- 
sion of the hotel. 

When the Maher hotel wasn't built, the 
Avery Beach Casino was built on the 
site. The casino looks much like the 
wood Big Pavilion built in 1909 next to 
and partly over the Kalamazoo River in 
nearby Saugatuck. Its developers were 
Frank Ludwig of Saugatuck, H.H. Engle 
and David Reid of South Haven, and 
E.E. Weed, Douglas, with money, as 
well, from a person from California. The 
Avery Beach Casino burned in 1937, and 
the Big Pavilion burned to the ground in 
1960. 


H.D. Jenkins was the delineator for both 
drawings. Kenneth Pott, formerly a cura- 
tor for the Michigan Maritime Museum 
told me the larger one was in a store and 
then in somebody's home before being 
given to the museum. 


I noticed while looking through Images 
of the Past, the book with a photo of the 
big drawing, that many of the South Ha- 
ven resorts had Jewish names, Wein- 
stein's Resort, Levin's Resort, Isadore 
Gilman's Florida Beach Resort, Samson's 
Resort, Mendelson's Atlantic Resort, Zip- 
perstein's Resort and so forth. 

This was explained, partly, by James 
Sheridan in his book Saugatuck Through 
the Years, 1830-1980. He says that "the 
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South Haven, Michigan, hotel project, 1908, plan only. Drawing, Maher portfolio, GWMQ collection. 


resort hotels of the 
neighborhood communi- 
ty of South Haven, with 
almost unbelievable 
swiftness, had been tak- 
en over by Jewish opera- 
tors in the mushrooming 
resort trade. There they 
sought an exclusively 
Jewish clientele and suc- 
ceeded in buying up any 
non-Jewish resort busi- 
ness in that communi- 
ty." That sounds rather 
brusque. Sheridan also 
comments on a negative 
response to Jewish resort- 
ers in Saugatuck in the 
early 20th century. One 
resort advertised for 
"Gentiles only." Sheri- 
dan says this: "In retro- 
spect today, such an atti- 
tude toward a minority 
group to most will seem 
shameful but in those 
times it seemed com- 
pletely justified and not 
at all improper." 


Still. A remaining Maher 
mystery is the Lincoln 
County courthouse de- 
sign. Where was that for? 
We have it dated 1907. 


Surely it was for a particular Lincoln 


County. 


Booth Haven is always cool, as 
tho breeses in the suninvr aro in- 
variably from the west, couthweet 


GIVEN SOUTH HAVER)|sx zsreers aoe ‘speedo 


Haven heach is one of tho finest ip 
Record=Horald ||tto United Btates, 

The.netel will havea besutifal 
dining room, seating abont twelve 
bundred persons, overlooking the 
lake, and the esplanade leading 
South Haven is getting eome||from the hotel to the board walk, 
é excellent advertising from the Chi-)|baiag covered, will make a very at- 
TIN axe |08G0 Papers, ead soveral of ourfresi- [tractive lounging place to watch 

4.05 | dents, who bave,,been fravelling in| she bathers, boating and visitors 
neighboring states asy they bear] on the walk. 

----8.0)masy favorable commentson tho} The launches that ply: on the 
publicity being given this cit: ae | @iver will exend their routes from 
CO MONROE, EAtter aud Maneger |) The Uhioago Resord-Heral “con-| up-fiver parks down the stream 

COUTH ITAVSN. Hicu. JULY 7.1m, _|tained last Suuday eo urticle rola-| and agound the bathing place to 

—[_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—sTT" | tive to te proposed Bi ‘alk| tho Cagino at the end of the pier. 
and Pier, also thenew hotelito he} Chicago, it is expected, will bo 
built on the Avery Beaoh provpersy. | greatly benefited by this Atlantic 
Acoompanyinggithe article was .a| City of the West, 90 near her coors, 
large picture of tha proposed im-/ as it will attract resorters from the 
pre vement, similar to the drawing| large territory south and west tri- 
oo diaplaygin‘a locul storefajfew| batary to Chtcego, whocan go to 
Weeks ago. Soath Haven for the summer qith 

their families and du their buying 

The article folloas: and shopping ia Chicago, both com- 

PYaos sre soder,way {for the! ing and going. 
building at Soathj Haven, ofjan{ The plane of the improvemente 
“ atlantic City.” sre by architect George W Mahor, 

A board walk siwilar,to,tbe one| whose artistio bandiworz is shown 
st Atlactio Vity, N.7J., ist. be/ im many of the prominent resi- 
built along the river and down che| dences about Chicago, Mr. Maher 
beach, the wulk being about dity| being the architest cf John Far- 
feet witle aud paluvated abou’ eixhs| son's homo at Oak Park, James A. 
feet high soove the beach(on artis-| Patten’s residence at Evanston, 
tic re-entorced concrete {culumns, | and others. He ie now duyeloping 
TheXcolamus extend above 2the} the campus plan and baildings at 
walk to permit of their baing?} used | Northwestera University. 
for the eleotrio light decorating. | The new beack hotel will be 

Tt is also propoved 3 build’a fire-| covered by a large dome having a 
proof hotel out of conorete on the|, pergola effect around that can be 
old eite of the Avery Beach Hotel;||cloeed in tke @ conservatory and 
also a pier from 800 to 1,200 feet in- |! will be used for conventions, eto. 
to he jake, boildiag a casino on the ile is proposed to make this place 
end for light refreshments, dano-|| very attractive for such gatherings. 
ing, eto, The front of the casino}; South Haven is ow connected 
will beins suitable. landing place|'with Pew Paw Lake, *subarban 
for the South Haven line steamers, | trains rinning between South As- 
“The White Flyer’ (Uity of Soath |, ven and Paw Paw lake hy the K. L. 


Chicago 
Describes Proposed Board 
Walk and Pier 


Per year by mail (in advance)... 


WREKLY TRIBUNE: 
Per year by mail (in advance)... 


Haven) stopping ‘at the pier before ‘8 & C. Railway, five trains ran- 
going into the river to her dooks|!ning daily between South Haven, 


Chicago Record-Herald article, July 5, 1908, as reprinted in South Haven 
Tribune of July 7, 1908. 


Thanks. For inquisitive students. There 
was Christopher Meyers, then a student 
at the School of the Art Institute of Chi- 


logs. 


cago, and his Maher 
findings in Gary, Indi- 
ana. Now, Jerry Foust. 
There have been others, 
too. 

Foust is a history ma- 
jor at Loyola University. 
He's writing a disserta- 
tion on changing ideas 
of tourism and commu- 


nity at the turn of 19th “=” 


century. He is using 
South Haven as a case 
study. Foust first found 
the South Haven plan in 
a photo history. A South 
Haven Daily Tribune 
newspaper article led 
him to the Chicago 
Record-Herald story. 


Sources: "Board Walk and 
Pier for South Haven, The 
Sunday Record-Herald, Chi- 
cago, July 5, 1908. Email, Jer- 
ry L. Foust, Chicago, March 
2000. Hotel drawing, The 
Western Architect, March 
1912. Images from the Past, 
Baars Printing Company, 
South Haven, Michigan, 
1984. "Much Publicity Being 
Given South Haven," The 
Daily Tribune, South Haven, 
July 7, 1908. Phone conversa- 
tion, Kit Lane, Douglas, Mich- 
igan, April 1, 2000. Phone 
conversations, Lake Michigan 
Maritime Museum staff, South 


Haven, late March 2000. The Popcorn Millionaire 
and Other Tales of Saugatuck, Kit Lane, Pavilion 
Press, Douglas, 1991. Saugatuck through the 
Years, 1830-980, James E. Sheridan, Harlo Press, 
Detroit, 1982. Chicago Architectural Club cata- 
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Kir & 
Creations: 
tv 1922 


Materials from their times. 


Back in time to personal news about the 
Maher family and for news items and 
events in George's career. For 1922, we 
have documents which are used mostly 
with original punctuation and spelling. 
Time reference: In 1922, George Maher 
was 57 years old, wife Elizabeth (Bessie 
or Bess) 55; their son Philip 29 and 
Madeleine, whom he married late in 
1921; the Mahers' teenaged niece and 
nephew Violet Wyld (b. 1906) and her 


™ brother Merle Wyld (b. 1907}. Place ref- 


erences: Kenilworth, Illinois, was where 
George and Bessie lived; Winnetka, IIli- 
nois, where the Wyld children and their 
parents lived. 


January 14. From Violet Wyld's diary: "I 
saw Mad & Phip at Aunt Besses to-day 
they don't kiss each other quite so 
much..." 


February 2. Violet's diary: "Nana dies." 


Born July 31, 1843, in Wayne, Ohio, 
Ellen Woodworth Brooks, who was Eliza- 
beth Maher's mother, died at Elizabeth 
and George's home in Kenilworth. She 
was buried February 4 in Oak Woods 
Cemetery on Chicago's south side. 

In something of an aside, though she 
didn't know it was one when she wrote 
me in July 1989, Madeleine described 
Elizabeth as "a home-body," whose 
“only interest was tending her bed-rid- 
den mother who lived with them." 


February 16. Violet's diary: “Aunt Carrie 


went home to-day Aunt Bess go with her 
as A.C. wanted her to." 


March 28. Violet's dia- 


Carrie is ry: "A box came from 
Bess's sister Uncle George at New 
Carol who Orleans. Some pecan 
lived in New candy for Merle and A 
York. She bottle of perfume for 
must have me. That shows that 
been visit- the old dear is getting 
ing for their back to normalcy." 
mother's fu- 
neral. More about Maher's 
depression. 

February 20. 
Violet's dia- March 12. George and 
ry: "Grand- Philip Maher had three 
pa came up entries in the 35th Chi- 
and we had cago architectural exhi- 
a birthday bition at the Art Insti- 
lunch. Moth- tute. They were propos- 
er made me als for the John B. 

: Ellen Woodworth Brooks. Painting in a 
a good birth- original size, Alden Brooks. : Murphy Memorial in 
day cake. Chicago and the 
Aunt B. Delta Kappa Epsi- 
gave the MAHER; ‘George *Washihétoi, architect: 0, lon fraternity house 
purse I “ML Creek, Wives Dee: 25, te ee in Ann Arbor (see 
gave Nana designs of 1922 for 
last year, more on these two}, 
she said Michigan, and a 
Nana i house for Philip. 
wanted ess ae ee The exhibition on 
me to have St, ChicagopeMss iat e223. ysth tial tinued through 
ite April 9... George 

Maher's listing in the 1922-23 edition of Who's wrote entalog 

ae ch 7 \Who. The on y change from the last one we foreword. ee. 
Violet's showed, that for 1978-19, was the office address, Printed on the next 
vie The date for his wedding remains incorrect. page. 
"Merle is 


better this morning. Aunt took Granpa & 
Uncle George south to Biloxi, Mississip- 


a 


pi. 


The reasons for the trip must have been 
George's recurring mental depression and 
Bess's wanting to be gone from Kenil- 
worth after her mother's death. 


March 8. Violet's diary: "...made some 


 ‘mayonaise dressing like Aunt Bess does 


wrote to her." 


March 27. Violet's diary: "Aunt B wrote 
that she is having a wonderful time— 
gone by boat to Florida from New Or- 
leans." 


So after about three weeks, Bess leaves 
George and goes to visit her sister in 
New York. 


April, The Chicago architectural exhibi- 
tion was reviewed in the Minneapolis- 
based Western Architect. No mention of 
the Mahers. There were these comments: 


...It has not been a year nor a series of 
years which produces Exhibitions of 
unusual merit. 

One missed, too, the freedom in 
imagination which has marked some 
Exhibitions that have hung in the Art 
Institute. Here, we believe, did the 
sculptors have it over the architects. In 
Chicago, of all cities, one might ex- 
pect to find a certain freedom of fancy, 
if tradition counts for aught. It was not 
to be found in this particular Exhibit. 
What was done, was well done in most 
instances. But, as a whole, the Exhibit 
did not go far to develop any great 
hope for the rapid future development 
which some of us hoped for as a result 
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Fuzzy George. 


F oreword 2 Ro April Il, Violet's diary: "Moth- 


er got a letter from Aunt Bess 


HE spirit of progress is abroad. In- ‘every field of endeavor in New York." 
there are indications of the forward look, a desire for self ex- = 
= 1 pression -an~-examination—of the problems that ‘beset: this April 27. Violet's diary: "Un- 
country, a determination to. establish America’s place in the great cle George came up to bring 
world movement. It is manifest that art and architecture must eggs for Merle to sell for him. 


assume its proper relation in this tremendous readjustment, partic- He surely is feeling good he 
ularly so in a country as young and virile as our own. . The evolu- gave another dollar and . ked 
tionary movement in otr midst must be guided in an intelligent | Me 10 go fo the movies with 
manner with sympathy and panera eme to assure a igo wees ‘. 


contribution: tO art ' dat ee, Maen April 28. Violet's diary: "I 


stayed all night at Uncle 
Georges and had breakfast 
with him & then went 
home..." 


The potential power of a detiabtady lies in its monients of: repose : 
when there is time for a crystallization of public sentiment, a Teview. 
‘of past acdbmplishinents. : 


From this vantage point new and progressive movements are. April 29, Violet's diary: "I had 
fostered and encouraged, so in art and architecture there must be 3 dinner with Uncle George and 
periods of inquiry and time to interpret the aims and ideals of-- stayed all night." 
this country as reflected in the prevailing work.. This is necessary. 

_to determine whether the spirit_of this great democracy _is 1s _being June 17. Violet's diary: " 


worthily interpreted and is representative of the genius of America,” wrote Aunt Bess to come home." 
whether the architecture bespeaks of ‘‘an age’’ as did — of the: 
Greeks and Goths of old. ¥ June 24, Violet's diary: "I 

went up & got U.G. breakfast 

The architect has a noble tradition to guide him in his -efforts.- & he gave me one bone. We 

~The historic past is available in all of its rich and myriad forms were expecting Aunt Bess on “oe 
from which to. draw upon for inspiration in the forming ofa repre- this p.m. train from New York. 
_ sentative art. — It is now 10:30 & we haven't 


heard one word." 
_The architect like the historian has a responsibility to wre 


he must mark an accurate record of his day and generation, June 25, Violet's diary: “Aunt 
and to do this must dip deep into the currents of life . and Bessie came up in the after- 
environment that surround him to. worthily and artistically portray. noon to see us, she's fatter. She 


in stone, marble and bronze the aspirations of his generation. nae brought me a pretty lawn dress 
eae from New York..." 

. The exhibit will, therefore, bring to the minds and. consciousness 

of the people suggestions in art and architecture for their delibera- She had been gone nearly four 

tions. Standards of taste are advanced by the trained mind; this months. 

is a prerogative due to education. The final acceptance of them is, : 

leterae rere from curriculum influence. - ‘The _iedpmeet of the vee ye hpesmernues sotetipct Rattan 


Reba ee IN, article titled "Some Works of 
‘great public i is the controlling factor 1 in the ‘end. ey >) Woltersderf (sic) and Bern- 


“GEORGE W. MAHER © ° Ps ie OS. hard" by the magazine's editor 


= Robert Craik McLean. A teen- 
1922 Chicago architectural exhibition catalog "foreword" by George Maher. aged Maher was employed by 
this firm as a draftsman in the 
of the War. Without being pessimistic and retain the leadership which once 1880s. Then the firm was 
one may observe that as a whole was its heritage. called Bauer and Hill for Augustus Bau- 
things have not gone along at all as we er, its founder in 1854, and his partner 
had hoped in any line of endeavor... April 3. Violet's diary: "Uncle George Henry Hill. Bauer, Hill and William 
And, if one may draw conclusions in came home this morning he thinks Bernhard were all born in Germany. 
the beginning instead of at the end Grampa and Aunt Bess are in New McLean neatly summed up the history of “" 
where they really belong, it is that York." the firm. No mention of Maher or others 
Chicago has a long ways to go to attain who learned there. 
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“Bessies for a while & try 


July 16. Violet's diary: 
"Uncle Herman came 
back from Geneva Lake 
and will stay here at Aunt 


to land a job." 


He must be Hermon Mac- 
Neil, husband of Bess's 
sister Carol. 


July 18. Violet's diary: 
"Uncle George Aunt Bess 
& Uncle Herman & I 
went to the Glencoe 
Country Club and sat 
around two hours waiting 
for U. George..." 


He must have been golf- 
ing. 


July 22. An advertisement 
appeared in House and 
Garden with a house in 
Highland Park, Illinois, 
by former Maher drafts- 


Even time will not deface nor mar with unsightly cracks ~ 


the attractive interior built over the firm, staunch founda- 
tion of 


Anovwuren 


METAL LATH 
“The steel heart of plaster” 


In the finest homes of the land, walls and ceilings 
beautifully decorated retain their pristine beauty year 
after year because of the sound judgment of the architect 
in selecting crack-preventing, fire-resisting Metal Lath. 

“Home Building,” our free book for prospective home 
builders, will tell you how to get the utmost in appearance, 
convenience and durability out of your investment. The 
coupon below will bring it to you. 


N ORTH Bok E RN 
EXPANDED METAL COMPANY 
1255 OLD COLONY BUILDING, CHICAGO 


September 5. Violet's diary: 
"Bee, Phip, and Uncle 
George left tonight, a great 
reduction in the family.” 


Bee was Beatrice, 
Madeleine's sister. 


September 14. Violet's dia- 
ry: "This a.m. Merle and I 
worked hard making a dum- 
my to put in Uncle George's 
closet but he didn't come so 
we'll have it for him. We 
left this p.m. on the boat at 
Sag." 


Which means they left 
Saugatuck to return home. 


September 28. Violet's dia- 
ry: "We got a letter from 
Aunt Bessie she said she 
would come home soon." 


October. An advertisement 
in House Beautiful showed 


man Robert Seyfarth. The 
ad from The Pacific Lum- 
™) ber Co. featured "special 


but didn't identify Maher's 
Isom House (1900). The ad 
was for the North Western 


NorTH WESTERN EXPANDED METAL COMPANY: 
Please send me your free home-building booklet No. 1255. 


sawn Seyfarth shingles of 
Redwood." Which "give 
that appearance of wide 
clapboards." 


July 26. Violet's diary: "Aunt Bess U. 
George & I ate at the Club and then on a 
wild goose chase up to Long Lake..." 


August 3, Violet's diary: "Well, we've de- 
cided to go to the farm in the coop tomor- 
row Aunt Bess, U George, Gramp, I..." 


The farm is the Maher summer home 
next to Lake Michigan near Douglas, 
Michigan. 


August 4, Violet's diary: "We started at 9 — 
a.m. for the farm and didn't get down 
town until after noon. We pulled into 
Gary at supper time & went to see the 
famous pavilion." 


The pavilion was Maher's bathing pavil- 
ion (1921) in Marquette Park. 


August 10. Violet's diary: "I got Uncle 
George's breakfast and then we picked 
up dinner & supper at aunt Mary's & we 


Maher's Isom House (1900), Kenilworth, Illinois, appears uncredited in 
an advertisement for North Western Expanded Metal Company. House 
Beautiful, October 1922. 


all went up to a marshmellow roast at 
Sharps and our fill.” 


Bess had gone to Chicago with her fa- 
ther. Mary was George's sister who also 
had a summer home designed by Maher. 
It seems that once he arrived at the sum- 
mer home, Maher stayed until October. 


August 23. Violet's diary: "U George, A 
Bess, Margret, and I took a trip in the 
Hudson to Grand Rapids..." 


Margaret was Mary's daughter—George's 
niece. 


August 28. Violet's diary: "Tilly, a maid 
Aunt Bess had 8 years ago, and the one 
who stays in Grampas house came to see 
us over here and spend 2 weeks..." 


Expanded Metal Company 
of Chicago. It's shown here. 


October 7. Violet's diary: 

"It rained all day and is 
frightfully cold. A. Bess. U. George and 
Gramp arrived in the Hudson at 12 last 
night they started at 12 noon." 


October 9. Violet's diary: "Uncle George 
told Mad to buy some goods and make 
me a dress I will help of course. He said 
he'd like to see me dressed up once. 
Wasn't that sweet of him." 


October 30. Mrs. Joseph Sears, wife of 
the founder of Kenilworth, invited all Ke- 
nilworth residents of 20 years or more to 
dinner at her home. That would not have 
included the Mahers; they moved to Ken- 
ilworth in 1893. 


What Philip recalled 


Philip Maher in his autobiography offers 
a jumbled account of this period. He re- 
members: "Our honeymoon days were 
most pleasant away from the ice and 
snow of Chicago, but after about ten days 
we were on our way back to settle down 
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in a small Apt. on Elm St. where we 
stayed but a short time going over to the 
farm for a while in the summer. " Two 
pages earlier, he says George “was a lit- 
tle later stricken with what was believed 


ing prospect 

seemed to be 
the fortune of 
Julius Rosen- 
wald of Sears, 


to be a brain tumor and was no longer Roebuck. = 
able to carry on." He adds: "...he spent One event that 
more and more time at the Michigan went beyond 
Farm, leaving me to run the office, talk and negoti- 
which with an excellent staff, I was able ation was a 
to do without difficulty." banquet inside 

the fine arts 
Accounting for all this. We note that the building on 
autobiography is dated March 21, 1978, June 9, 1922. 


when Philip was 83. Which might mean 
something. Might not. He was recollect- 
ing events from more than 50 years earli- 
er. As for the tumor, I've seen nothing 
else about one. Available medical reports 
don't mention it. Let's guess that Philip 
was ashamed of George's mental difficul- 
ty. Or that he feared it. 


The occasion 
was the closing 
of the national 
convention of 
the American 
Institute of Ar- 
chitects: The 
AIA had been 
meeting nearby 
at the Chicago 
Beach Hotel 
(demolished). 
Here's a de- 
scription of the 
banquet from 
The Western 
Architect maga- “=” 
zine: 


1922 
More: Keeping a 
world's fair relic 


Saving architect Charles Atwood's fine 

arts building continued to be a cause in — 
1922. Built for the 1893 World's Colum- | 4/A banquet in world's fair fine arts building. Photo, Western 
bian Exposition in Chicago, the fine arts Architect, July 1922. iia te 
building, a pastiche of Greek-inspired dog Hisscanteal 


bits and pieces, was crumbling we the nent structure. Discussions continued dome of that relic of the Columbian 
outside made of staff but sturdy inside about how to use the fine arts building Exposition, the Fine Arts Building, 


where the walls were brick. Some archi- d how to pay. An i ine: is- 
taste, wid Cee Maier and how to pay increasingly promis the work of Charles B, Atwood, and 
eee Boa 8 te : : d 


prominent among them, and 
others were advocating making 
the empty building a perma- 


I recently bought this postcard 
view of Atwood's fine arts f 
building when it was called the 
Field Columbian Museum. The 
card was mailed March 18, 
1910 to Emma Selleck in 
Wilson, Minnesota. Message: 
"Well what has become of you. 
| have not heard from you for 
so long so | thought | would 
write one more card. | do not 
believe | have heard from you 
since | was on Jury in Kankakee 
last fall. | have sent you a letter 
and several cards but no ans. 
did you not get them please 
write and may | remain as B.4. 
Chas." 
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pronounced the finest expression of 
classic architecture produced by a 
modern architect. Lighted only by 
flares on the side walls, the tables ar- 
ranged in wheel spoke form around a 
flower-decked center that occupied the 
space directly under the ninety-five 
foot diameter of the central dome 
above, the effect was unique and 
memorable. And if the Chicago public 
could have seen the effect of the 
moonlight on the south terrace as did 
the guests in the interval between the 
repast and the speaking which fol- 
lowed, there would be little difficulty 
in raising the public subscription of 
sixteen hundred thousand dollars re- 
quired for the building's preservation. 


Words like "finest expression" make me 
wonder how good the building, which is 
now the Museum of Science and Indus- 
try in Jackson Park, is. Excluding Frank 
Lloyd Wright, Maher and a handful of 
others (How many architects made a 
Prairie School? A Chicago School? An- 
swer: A few among many, many practic- 
ing architects), U.S. architects in the ear- 


ly 20th century were enthralled by classi- 
cism. They were making copies. Thus 
the gush over Atwood's building. We'll 
see more of this in the next few years of 
the 1920s as "art moderne" assaults 
American sensibilities. 


We have another reaction to the banquet, 
this from the little-known Chicago archi- 
tect Leo Weissenborn, who hardly made 
it into the 1993 AIA Guide to Chicago— 
he's on page 101 (more under books 
about him). Weissenborn (1877-1967) re- 
called the event in a 1955 book of remi- 
niscences: 


The rotunda was skillfully and beauti- 
fully arranged as a garden in circular 
form with the banquet tables radiating 
around it—excepting the speaker's ta- 
ble set tangent on the east. The lofty 
interior glowed with rose-colored light 
reflected from the dome, while the ap- 
proach to the rotunda from the north 
portico through the dark-colonnaded 
lobby presented an unforgettable pic- 
ture. For me this serene night cast an 
everlasting spell... 


We don't know if Maher was at the ban- 
quet. He had returned home to Kenil- 
worth April 3 after about a month in 
Biloxi, Mississippi. We'll guess that, 
mental health permitting, Maher was be- 
cause he was much involved with the 
AIA. I've held a magnifying glass to the 
picture but haven't identified Maher. 

The photo shown on the previous page 
was reprinted in a brochure partly titled 
"A Challenge to Civic Pride." 

Another event in 1922 was fund-raising 
by a federation of Chicago south side 
women's club. They collected $7,000 to 
rebuild a section of the northeast corner 
of the fine arts building. The John J. 
Earley process, which combined concrete 
and crushed aggregate, was used. 


Sources: "The Fifty-fifth Annual Convention of 
The American Institute of Architects," Robert 
Craik McLean, Western Architect, July 1922. 
Backlog of Happenstances, Leo J. Weissenborn, 
Pageant Press, New York, 1955. "A Challenge to 
Civic Pride, A Plea for the Preservation and Reha- 
bilitation of The Fine Arts Building of the World's 
Columbian Exposition," undated, unsourced, Chi- 
cago Historical Society collection. Inventive Ge- 
nius, the History of the Museum of Science and 
Industry, Chicago, Jay Pridmore, 1996. 
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Montclair, New Jersey view in 1909. Maher's Gates House (1902-04) is at back toward left. More next page. 


Places 


Chicago 

Architecture would seem to be everything 
in Chicago, as displayed on two pages+ 
in the Chicago Tribune last summer. 
The long story touched on all the places 
where there are Maher buildings but 
didn't mention Maher. 

Also in the story was Lois Weisberg, 
Chicago's commissioner of cultural af- 
fairs and a Maher homeowner. About 
her, Christian Narkiewicz-Laine, director 
of the Athenaeum, a museum of archi- 
tecture in Chicago, said, "She's really 
made a mark here. She's really built the 
city as a cultural center, and it's starting 
to show. This is a thriving city in the 
arts, much to the jealousy of other cit- 
ies." 


Source: "Getting Started in Chicago," Robert 
Cross, section 8, pages 10-12, Chicago Tribune, 
June 13, 1999, 


Evanston, Illinois 

The Evanston Skokie School District 65 
plans to remove itself from Maher's Dry- 
den House (b. 1916}. The district's ad- 
ministrative offices have been in the 
house since 1960. Plans are to have a new 
60,000-square-foot building at 2424 Lake 
Street in 1 1/2 to two years. So, Maher's 
giant exercise in the Georgian style is for 
sale. For information, call the school dis- 
trict business office at 847-492-7873. 


Gary, Indiana 

The dilapidated buildings of Gary have 
been much in the news in the Chicago 
area and in a new book. The stories seem 
to coincide with attempts to revive the 
city in conventional, middle-class terms. 
Though some of the buildings related to 
buildings by George and Philip Maher, 
there has been no direct mention of the 
Mahers. 


Here's what we've seen: 

® Gary Union Station. A March 5 Chi- 
cago Tribune story titled "Train Reac- 
tion" by Mary Beth Klatt was about the 
bad condition of the station and possibili- 
ties for its restoration and rejuvenation. 
The station has been on various lists of 
endangered buildings. Sometimes inac- 
curately credited to Chicago architect 
Daniel Burnham, Union Station was de- 
signed in 1910 by one M.A. Lang, a com- 
pany architect for the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. The station plays in the 
work of George and Philip Maher be- 
cause its site is positioned within their 
Gateway development (1924). They seem 
to have proposed rebuilding the depot in 
their own civic style. 

@ City Methodist Church (1925, Elmo 
Lowe & John Bollenbacher, Chicago, ar- 
chitects, originally First Methodist 
Church), auditorium, other buildings. 
Another Chicago Tribune story by Klatt, 
this one on March 12, headlined "True 
Grit." Gary buildings could be revived, 
she reported. 

@ Vergara again. Vergara is Camilo Ver- 
gara, author of The New American Ghet- 


to (1995). His new book is American Ru- 
ins. Vergara, a writer and photographer, 
shocked people with the 1995 book when 
he suggested that largely abandoned 
downtown Detroit become a ruins park. 
A business writer called that "absurd 
and ridiculous—the sad state of the city 
preserved as a tourist attraction." About 
Gary, Vergara wrote, "Steel City looks 
desolate. Viewed looking north from 


Washington Street, the ruined downtown “” 


rises like a mirage above large snow-cov- 
ered fields." 

In American Ruins, Vergara pictures 
City Methodist Church and Union Sta- 
tion—as ruins, which is what they are. 
He says the City of Gary bought the sta- 
tion in 1994 for $15,000. In 1995, Gary 
allowed native son Fred Williamson to 
make the movie "Original Gangstas" 
with Union Station as a location. Historic 
preservationist and finder of Maher 
buildings Christopher Meyers told Verga- 
ra that the movie people "removed the 
plywood from the openings, broke the 
floorboards, and gutted a lot of the build- 
ing for their own use." See a few pages 
later for more on Chris Meyers in Gary. 
@ And. In writing this, I've said little 
about what's made ruins in Gary. A list: 
Loss of jobs at U.S. Steel, white flight, 
impoverished African-Americans, more. 


Sources: American Ruins, Monacelli Press, New 
York, 1999. The New American Ghetto, Camilo 
Jose Vergara, Rutgers University Press, New Brun- 
swick, New Jersey, 1995. Halliwell's Film & Video 
Guide, John Walker, editor, HarperCollins Pub- 
lishers, New York, 1999. Halliwell's dates Origi- 
nal Gangstas as 1996. 
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Maher look-alike in La Crosse, Wisconsin. GWMQ. ; 


Glen Ridge, New Jersey 

I paged through John Nolen's 1909 planning report on Glen 
Ridge, hoping for a photo of the Baldwin House of 1908. 
There was no photo. I did find Douglas Road on the plan 
map, which combines Glen Ridge and Montclair. The Bald- 
win House is at 90 Douglas Road. Nolen understood the im- 
portance of community identity, a significance that seems 
to escape many today. He wrote: "Glen Ridge is already un- 
like any other town; it has its own character, its own claims 
to distinction." Nolen (1869-1937), who lived in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, did architectural landscaping and communi- 
ty planning all over the United States. 


Wources: "Glen Ridge: New Jersey: A Report by John Nolen,” also titled 


| 


"Glen Ridge, the Preservation of its Natural Beauty and its Improvement 
as a Place of Residence," John Nolen, November 15, 1909. Who's Who. 


Glencoe, Illinois 

Nothing up-to-date on the fate of the Jeffrey House (c. 1910). 
The last we heard during a visit to the Glencoe Village Hall 
was that the house might be moved to a neighboring or 
nearby lot. 


Kenilworth, Illinois 

Negatives and archival prints of photos taken by Violet 
Wyld, the niece of George and Elizabeth Maher, were do- 
nated to the Kenilworth Historical Society. 


La Crosse, Wisconsin 

A Maher look-alike in La Crosse is the Reynolds House 
(1922) on King Street. The Maher prototype was the 1907 
Schultz House (also shown in this issue) in Winnetka, Illi- 
nois. The Reynolds House was designed by La Crosse archi- 
tects Bernard Dockendorff and A.E. Parkinson, one of sev- 
eral city firms who contributed designs for the more than 
100 Prairie style houses here. 


Montclair, New Jersey 

Planner John Nolen looked at Montclair during fast subur- 
ban growth. Montclair population increased from 8,500 per- 
sons in 1890 to more than 20,000 at the time of Nolen's 
study in 1909. Said Nolen: "...this very growth will positive- 


Inspiration? 


I came across the artist and teacher Arthur Wesley Dow 

again several weeks ago with an exhibition announcement 

(since misplaced [but then recovered elsewhere]}. And then 

again in last summer, while planning a quick trip to north- 

ern Indiana and Michigan (later abandoned). The an- 

nouncement, telling of an exhibition under way in Califor- 
nia, described Dow as primary in the 
arts and crafts movement in the Unit- 
ed States. His principal tool was his 
book Composition first published in 
1899, Which was when George W. Ma- 
her was easing into great indepen- 
dence and creativity. 


I found Composition at the Kohler Art 
Library at the University of Wisconsin 
in Madison. The edition was the 12th 
from 1924, two years after Dow's 
death in 1922. More reading, in books 
and on the World Wide Web, con- 
vinced me that Dow indeed was a force in arts and crafts. 


In Composition Dow explains his theory. "Composition was 
chosen as a title because that word expresses the idea upon 


which the method here presented is founded—the ‘putting 
together’ of lines, masses and colors to make a harmony," 
he said, "Design, understood in its broad sense, is a better 
word, but popular usage has restricted it to decoration." 
Some sentences later, there is this: "If a few elements can 
be united harmoniously, a step has been taken toward fur- 
ther creation." Generally, Dow advocated training in struc- 
ture for creation, rather than imitation. Sounds vague to me. 


What most intrigued 
me were Dow's 
drawings of poppies, 
Maher's favored flow- 
er for art glass win- 
dows and other motif 
emanations. About 
flowers Dow says, 
"Flowers, having 
great variety of line 
and proportion, are 
valuable, as well as 
convenient subjects 
for elementary com- 
position." How simple the famous and influential could be. 
He acknowledges turn-of-the-century appreciation of the 
poppy and the rose for wallpapers. 


Dow started a summer school at Ipswich, Massachusetts, 
in 1900. He became director of fine arts for the Columbia 
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More Dow 


University Teachers Col- 
lege in 1904. Among his 
students there was Geor- 
gia O'Keeffe. One of her 
best-known paintings is 
of brilliant red poppies. 


Of course, there's no ev- 
idence of a Dow influ- 
ence on Maher. I'm 
thinking there must 
have been because Dow- 
ism was so pervasive. 
Certainly we are all in- 
fluenced by those whose 
work we constantly see. 


Otherwise, how people 
signed their own names 
interests me. In the pref- 
ace to Composition, 12th 
edition, which Dow 
called "Beginnings" 
when he wrote it in 1912, 
Dow signed Arthur Wes- 
ley Dow. However, on a 
drawing opposite he 
wrote Arthur W. Dow. 


Source: Arts & Crafts Design 
in America, James Massey, 
Shirley Maxwell, Chronicle 
Books, San Francisco, 1998. 
"Arthur Wesley Dow and 
American Arts & Crafts," 
WWW: Traditional Fine Arts 
Online, Inc., Orange, Califor- 
nia, July 30, 1999. Composi- 


Restored library at “Pleasant Home" in Oak Park, Illinois. GWMQ photos. 


"Pleasant Home" interior window, a key to colors. 


ly destroy what is most worth 
preserving unless steps are 
taken to provide for it.” 
Nolen's plan for Montclair 
has a "birds-eye" view which 
includes Maher's Gates 
House (1902-04}. The house 
sits solidly on South Mountain 
Avenue. Sighting the Gates 
House confirms the value of 


checking obscure sources. 

Frederick Gates, whose 
house it was and who was an 
adviser to John D. Rock- 
efeller, was not a member of 
the Municipal Art Commis- 
sion, the group which hired 
Nolen. 

A map with the Nolen book 
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shows that the Gates 
House was about 10 
blocks from the Bald- 
win House in adjoining 
Glen Ridge. 


Source: Montclair, the Pres- 
ervation of its Natural Beauty 
and its Improvement as a 
Residence Town, John 
Nolen, printed by Styles & 
Cash, New York, March 6, 
1909, 


Oak Park, 
Illinois 

Lots of news always 
from the Pleasant 
Home Foundation... 
"Pleasant Home," 
George Maher's 1893 
house for John and 
Mamie Farson, is get- 
ting a new look, which 
is actually a historic look. Su- 
pervised by architect John Ei- 
fler of Chicago, the restoration 
began in the library. We 
stopped by to see. The library 
is now shades of light green 
above the mahogany paneling, 
and the ceiling is a pink col- 
or. Director Mary Beth Blat- 
ner observed that an interior 


stained glass window serves as guide to 
colors for the room. Oak Park artisan Pe- 
ter Morava is repairing the ceiling light 
fixture... The Pleasant Home Foundation, 
hich cares for the house, is looking for 
a 72-inch round table with legs for the 
library. If you have one to donate, contact 
Mary Beth Blatner at 708-383-2654... 200 
people attended the New Year's Eve par- 
ty at Pleasant Home. Thanks to Chicago 
Cultural Commissioner and Maher ho- 
meowner Lois Weisberg, the event was 
listed on the Chicago millennium calen- 
dar. Which prompted WGN TV to attend 
and broadcast the party to an estimated 
40 million people... A drafting table used 
by George Maher will soon be at Pleas- 
ant Home. The table has been stored by 
the Chicago Architectural Foundation. 


Pasadena, California 
Information about Maher's Blinn House 
(1906) here is being gathered by Mary 
Thayer, president of the Women's City 
Club of Pasadena, present owner and oc- 
cupant of the house. The club plans to 
apply for California historic landmark 
designation for the house. "I would cer- 
tainly appreciate any help you can give 
- This is a beautiful house and I think 
needs protecting.” 


Wausau, Wisconsin 

The second floor of the Yawkey House 
(1907, Maher remodeling} will be restored 
to sitting rooms and bedrooms. For years, 
the owner, the Marathon County Histori- 
cal Society, had used the space for dis- 
plays. Exhibits are being moved to Ma- 
her's Woodson House (1913-14) across the 
street... On March 22, the Woodson 
House was venue for actress Rose 
Stephenson's reenactment program "Fail- 
ure Is Impossible: A Talk with Susan B. 
Anthony." Anthony, enduring advocate 
for U.S. women's right to vote, spoke in 
Wausau in the early 1870s. The program 
sponsor was the historical society... The 
Yawkeys are the subject of a new histori- 
cal society slide program called "The 
Yawkey Family: The Early Years." The 
Wanigan, the society's newsletter, report- 
ed: "This half-hour presentation was 
made from actual photographs from the 


Yawkey family albums and includes ear- 
y lumber mill scenes from Hazelhurst 


(Wisconsin} and charming pictures of 
Leigh Yawkey as a young child, teenager, 
and when courting A.P. Woodson. It 


Media Book Levin's Architect 


The Architect (1981) is a rather te- 
dious novel by Meyer Levin (1905- 
80}. It's choppy. Abruptly written. 
Goes on and on. It's fascinating. 
The book is the second by Levin, 
who was born on Chicago's west 
side, to involve George Maher di- 
rectly or tangentially. The earlier 
Compulsion (1956) was about 
Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb, 
the smart young murderers of their 
14-year-old neighbor boy Robert 
Franks in 1924. The Loeb family 
home on Ellis Avenue on Chicago's 
south side was directly across from 
Maher's two-flat (1909) for Dr. Jo- 
seph De Lee. } 
The Architect is the first 50 years 
or so of Frank Lloyd Wright's life. 
Wright is "thinly veiled," as they 
say, as Andrew Lane. Lane/Wright's 
first position in Chicago is with ar- 
chitect Mr. Olmstead, patterned af- 
ter Joseph Lyman Silsbee who em- 
ployed both Wright and Maher in 
the late 1880s. Another character in 
the Olmstead—no first name for 
him that I can find—studio is Willis 
Moorhead who is based on Cecil 
Corwin, originally of Racine, Wis- 
consin, and partner briefly for 
Wright and Maher. Levin describes 
Lane/Wright's first visit to Moor- 
head/Corwin's home: "Willis' home 
had a piano, books, the mother and 
sister were nice ladies, the dinner 
was excellent. Afterward Willis 
showed Andrew his own books, he 
read fluently in French, the Histoire 
des Habitations humaines, Voltaire, 
and in English Oscar Wilde.” We 
soon learn about Lane/Wright leav- 
ing Olmstead/Silsbee: "There was 
nothing more he could learn here. 
Houses, churches, stables, even 
apartment houses were Queen 
Anne—as though the American Rev- 
olution had never taken place." 
Lane/Wright moves on to the offic- 
es of Louis Sullivan and Dankmar 
Adler. 142 pages into The Architect, 
we meet the George Maher charac- 
ter. Levin calls him Robert Mann. 
He “had recently left the Olmstead 


menagerie to strike out on his own." 
Lane/Wright develops a style: 
"...though he knew it was his own, his 
own creation, already it was being 
used, in part, sometimes in whole, by 
half a dozen others—the first, of 
course, having been Bob Mann (Ma- 
her)." Levin catches some of Maher's 
career technique: "Certainly Bob 
Mann was doing as well if not better 
(than Lane/Wright), he insinuated 
himself everywhere..." The Lane/ 
Wright-Mann/Maher relationship con- 
tinues, as Mann/Maher develops con- 
tacts: "...he (Lane/Wright) was going to 
be invited—Bob Mann had just a 
while ago tipped him off, for Bob had 
gotten himself onto the Architects 
Club committee—to address the com- 
ing convention, in Chicago, of the Ar- 
chitectural League of America." The 
progressive style gains definition: 
"Now Chicago style was beginning to 
mean ‘Prairie architecture.’ The term 
kept appearing in the journals, with 
his name as originator, though more 
and more names were now added, 
Robert Mann's usually next to Andrew 
Lane." 

American Architectural Review maga- 
zine picks up on the new style and 
mentions Lane/Wright only in a list of 
"practitioners": "A large reproduction 
of Bob Mann's latest was the center- 
piece. Except for its gracelessness, it 
could almost have been mistaken for 
an Andrew Lane... the talented Robert 
Mann." Could this be The Western 
Architect, edited by Robert Craik Ma- 
cLean, which featured Maher? Proba- 
bly not. It must be something I've for- 
gotten or missed. Lane/Wright and 
Mann/Maher talk on the phone about 
the issue: 


In midafternoon, Mann called 
him. Looked for him at lunch, as 
he wanted to say that that thing in 
the Review was a damn shame. 
"Why?" Andrew asked blithely. 
"They gave you an excellent write- 
up! Congratulations!" And who 
was this Mr. Angus McBride, the 
author of the article? Oh, yes, the 
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Media Book Levin's Architect 


fellow had spent several 
days in town, seen most 
everybody, but Bob was 
sure it must have been 
when Andrew was away 
on one of his out-of- 
town jobs and that 
would explain— The fel- 
low was really quite de- 
cent, rather young but a 
graduate of Harvard 
who had specialized in 
the history of architec- 
ture... 

Andrew kept it all on a 
level of professional per- 
siflage. Maybe Mr. 
McBride had been led 
around Oak Park with 
special blinkers on his 
eyes? 

After that great exposi- 
tion at the Art Institute, 
Bob Mann said, what did 
an oversight like this re- 
ally matter. 

And he was all eager- 
ness to hear what ideas 
Andrew had for the lake- 
shore mansion of meat- 
packer Sloan. Seemed he 
knew all about it. Oh, 
Andrew said, he was 
considering a structure 
in the shape of a ham— 

Bob roared in apprecia- 
tion. But Andrew mean- 
while checked himself. 
Bob would have it all 
over town in an hour. 
Could cost him the 
damn commission. 

The day was soured. 
The sense that someone 
hated him enough to 
have done this petty 
thing in the Review. 
Probably not Bob 
Mann—he was too smart 
for anything so crass... 


After the call, Lane/Wright 
mopes and sketches for the 
Sloan house: "Not an idea 


in his head. What he did, he 
told himself, looked like an 
imitation of an Andrew Lane 
by Robert Mann..." A final 
mention of Mann/Maher 
comes on page 372 when 
Lane/Wright is considering 
entries for the annual show of 
the Architects Club at the Art 
Institute. He has been offered 
"an entire wall!" He thinks 
about what to do: 


What most tempted him 
was to show the rejected 
San Francisco skyscraper— 
except that Robert Mann 
would be sure to adapt the 
central idea, changing the 
pattern of the cantilevers, 
thus convincing himself 
that the whole revolution- 
ary concept was his own. 
No, it had best stay put in 
its drawer. 


Looking further. What about 
Levin's sources? In his closing 
notes, Levin says his friend 
Edgar Tafel, a particularly tal- 
ented Wright apprentice, 
brought him to Taliesin, the 
Wright home near Spring 
Green, Wisconsin. In 1938 
Levin wrote an article about 
Wright for Coronet magazine. 
He says: "From then on my 
fascination with the man and 
his works continued to grow, 
for he achieved, many believe, 
the great individual architec- 
tural creativity of all history." 
I agree. I'm wondering, 
though, how Levin conceived 
the Mann/Maher character. In 
the excerpts here, we find a 
George Maher who is, as 
Lane/Wright sees him, a copy- 
cat, gossip, something of a 
conniver, a sort of sneaky ogre 
who could sometimes be nice. 
Where did Levin get this com- 
posite? From Wright himself? 
Levin talked to him now and 


then for 20 years. From 
Wright's followers? From Phil- 
ip Maher, alive until 1981. 
From architecture enthusiasts? 
The Architect amounts to an 
indictment of Maher. It's the 
closest we get anywhere to 
discussion of personal rela- 
tionships among the progres- 
sive architects of the early 
20th century. This needs at- 
tention. 


Curiosity propels. So I went 
searching for the first reviews 
of the book. There are several. 
They are mostly unrevealing 
about how Levin made The 
Architect. There's also a fore- 
shortened biography of Levin 
written in 1982 by Steven Jay 
Rubin (1951-) whose main in- 
terest seems to be James 
Bond; Rubin's other books are 
the Complete James Bond 
Movie Encyclopedia (1995} 
and James Bond Films: A Be- 
hind the Scenes History 
(1983). The biography told 
me: "In the 1950s, a few years 
before Wright's death, Levin 
spent several months filming 
a number of Wright's build- 
ings and talking with the ar- 
chitect himself." So did 
Wright talk to Levin about 
Maher? Maybe. Rubin con- 
cluded that the Architect "is 
not Levin's finest work.” New 
York Times reviewers Anatole 
Broyard and Daniel Fuchs re- 
veal nothing more about 
Levin's sources. 


What I need are Levin's pa- 
pers. That's what I think I 
need, 


Sources: The Architect, Meyer 
Levin, Simon and Schuster, New 
York, 1981. "Building a Novel," Ana- 
tole Broyard, The New York Times, 
December 19, 1981. Meyer Levin, 
Steven J. Rubin, Twayne Publishers, 
Boston, 1982. "The Life of Meyer 
Levin," Daniel Fuchs, The New York 
Times Book Review, January 3, 1982. 
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gives a delightful look at 
life from the 1860s to the 
1910s." For clarification: 
the Yawkeys, Cyrus and Al- ~ 
ice, hired Maher to remodel 
their classical style house 
designed by Milwaukee ar- 
chitects Henry Van Ryn 
and Gerrit de Gelleke in 
1900, and later to design 
the house for their daughter 
Leigh and her husband. 


Winnetka, Illinois 
The Schultz House (1907), 
key to many other Maher 
houses of the following 
years, has a new roof. The 
owners have had a long in- 
trusive dormer removed 
and striations rebuilt. The 
appearance on top is now 
much like it was when the 
house was new. Inside, 
white paint has been re- 
moved from the segmental 
arch-topped living room 
brick fireplace. The glass 
mosaic on the fireplace was 
made by Giannini and Hil- 
gart, Chicago. ia 


Media 


Book 
Weissenborn's 
materialization 
Architect Leo J. Weissen- 
born wrote two books of 
memories in the mid-1950s. 
In the first, titled Material- 
ization of an Urge, he men- 
tions George Maher. Weis- 
senborn was born in Sauk 
City, Wisconsin, in 1877, 
and a few years later was 
living in Chicago. He re- 
called applying for a drafts- 
man's job in the office of 
architect Joseph Lyman 
Silsbee and being inter- 
viewed there by Frank 
Lloyd Wright. Wright was 
with Silsbee from early 
1887 into 1888, so that 


Schultz House with new striated roof. GWMQ. 


would have made Weissenborn 11 or 12. 
Possible? Maybe. George Maher, who was 
also with Silsbee when Wright was there 
and presumably when Weissenborn visit- 
ed, began working for architects Bauer 
and Hill when he was 13 or so. Several 
jobs later, and after a trip to Europe, 
Weissenborn was an architect in Wash- 
ington, D.C., and active on the exhibi- 
tion committee for the Washington Archi- 
tectural Club. He and another person 
(Harvey Wiley Corbett) went to New York 
to choose entries in the New York Archi- 
tectural Club Exhibition for showing in 
Washington. They chose "some western 
works" by Wright, Maher and the Pond 
brothers, Irving and Allen. Weissenborn 
wrote about what happened next. 


However when they were hung in the 
Corcoran {art gallery}, the president 
ordered them removed as he did not 
consider them to be representative of 
good architecture. This very well rep- 
resents the trend of the times, for 
Frank Lloyd Wright has since become 
known as the Dean of American Ar- 
chitecture as a result of his fabulous 
designs for both homes and commer- 
cial buildings. Likewise the others 
whose work was rejected are listed 
among the leading architects today. 


This find leads to more checking on Ma- 
her's involvement in the New York archi- 


tectural exhibition. We haven't previously 
known or reported that. 


Book: 


Wright visuals 

Frank Lloyd Wright, a Visual Encyclope- 
dia is about the architect and seemingly 
everything and everyone associated with 
him. So we find George Maher on page 
218 described this way, with an editing 
lapse re: name recognition: 


Maher, George Washington. A distin- 
guished architect who worked with 
Wright in Joseph Silsbee's office. 
When Wright left Adler & Sullivan he 
and Corwin moved into an ll-story 
building where Washington and his 
partners were set up. Washington 
would become one of the New School 
of the Midwest, who Wright believed 
were "throwing up sordid little imita- 
tions of his work all over the Mid- 


west.” 


Three pages later is a photo of the Wright 
house, the Manson House (1939-41—mis- 
dated to 1938 in this book}, I own in 
Wausau, Wisconsin. Here you see part of 
the house with a window from Maher's 
Hager House (1913-14) in Waukon, Iowa, 
showing prominently. One rather charm- 
ing aspect of this book is its less than 
perfect photography. Not everything is 
cleaned and polished. In the Manson 


House photo, I can see the blue extension 
cord used in the winter months to plug 
car block heaters. 

Maher is also in the book under Prairie 
School. 

The book is by Iain Thomson, an En- 
glishman. I vaguely recall him writing 
about wanting to visit and photograph the 
house. 

Specs. PRC Publishing Ltd., London, 
1999. Hundreds of photos. I found the 
book for $19.99 at a Borders store in Mad- 
ison, Wisconsin. Amazon.com lists it dis- 
counted but for more. 


Conferences 
Maher drive-by 


The year 2000 conference of the Frank 
Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy will 
include "a drive by of a George Maher- 
designed residence." Since the conference 
will be in Minneapolis September 20-24, 
this residence would be the Winton 
House (1910). 

Info. 773-784-7334. Web site 
www.swep.com/FLW/ 


Email 

From London, February 9. "I was given 
your email address by Frank Lipo. I'm a 
writer in the UK trying to find out more 
information about Maher's masterpiece, 
Rockledge, in Winona. I understand that 
the house was demolished many years 
ago, but that there was a comprehensive 
article about it in the April-June 1993 is- 
sue of the Maher Quarterly." We emailed 
back that single issues for 1993 cost $6. 


Email 

From Houston, February 29. "I am inter- 
ested in finding out more about your 
George Maher newsletter. I am an archi- 
tect that lives and works in Houston, Tex- 
as. However, I grew up in Iowa and have 
in-laws that live in Chicago so I have the 
opportunity to visit Chicago quite often. 
One of my great pleasures is to drive up 
the North Shore along Sheridan Drive 
and look at the great collection of houses. 
I do have a small publication about Ma- 
her's work in Kenilworth. If you know of 
any other resources I would love to know. 
I look forward to hearing from you." I 
wrote her. 
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Email 

From Minneapolis, March 15. 
"Was visiting Wausau this past 
weekend a few things sprung to 
mind. In the July-Sept. 1998 is- 
sue you listed an L.O. Henssler 
house at 2360 N. Terrace Ave., 
Milwaukee (1915) that would be 
covered in the next issue. Did 
you in fact ever investigate as I 
can't find another reference in 
any of following issues? Is the 
Woodson House in Wausau open 
for viewing at all? Didn't realize it was 
owned by Marathon CHS until after the 
Yawkey House closed Saturday after- 
noon..." Yes, we didn't follow up in the 
next issue, but we will this year, and the 
Woodson House is open during regular 
Marathon County Historical Society li- 
brary hours, which are Tuesday-Thurs- 
day, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 


Email 

From a Chicago business, March 18, 
“Please find the attached file regarding 
Philip Maher." Nothing attached. They 
had called earlier, so I knew they were 
wondering about the Chicago Town and 
Country Tennis and Swim Club (1925), 
one of the last commissions for Geo. W. 
Maher & Son. They thought it might be a 
1910 building. A later email (March 22) 
revealed that they've been hired "to 
present a proposal for new work." Un- 
specified as to what kind. 


Letter 

From Fargo, North Dakota, February 24. 
"Imagine my surprise when the latest 
Style 1900 arrived and I found your ad- 
vertisement tucked into the next-to-last 
page, announcing some future coverage of 
Lawrence Buck... What you will have to 
say about Buck interests me very much. 
Architectural historians have obviously 
overlooked him (thought that may be ob- 
vious only to me) in favor of his near 
contemporary and competitor Mr. 
Wright. There are examples of Buck's 
work in a surprising list of places: in- 
cluding New York, Pennsylvania, Ken- 
tucky, Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas, both Da- 
kotas, and California, as well as the large 
clusters of residential work at several 
places in Illinois. Your focus will proba- 
bly be his collaboration as Maher's fre- 
quent delineator. I look forward to what- 


Mahers at eBay 


From the eBay web site. Top, 
postcard of presentation drawing 
for George Maher's Watkins 
administration building, Winona, 
Minnesota. Below, Gary, Indiana 
commemorative medal for 25th 
anniversary of founding with 
ie Maher's Gary City Hall at 
eft. 


ever issue of the GWMO that includes 
Buck." Glad people are seeing the ad in 
Style 1900. 


Newspaper 

Maher makes mark 

A December 30 article in the Pioneer 
Press (headquartered in Glenview, Illi- 
nois, and has 48 community newspapers 
for the Chicago area) included George 
Maher as one of nine "Local modernists 
(who) made their mark." Headlined "At 
home with modern revolution,” the arti- 
cle by the paper's Managing Editor Dan 
Obermaier described Maher as No. 2, af- 
ter Frank Lloyd Wright: 


Chicago's other master of the Prairie 
Style, Maher created far more homes 
in this area than did Wright, spreading 
the gospel of early modernism from 
Oak Park to Kenilworth. His use of 
stylized, simplified detailing based on 
natural forms predicted Art Deco and 
bridged the gap from heavy-handed 
19th century decor to later purists’ re- 


+ 


jection of applied ornament. 


Other "local" architects cited: 
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, the 
brothers George Fred and Will- 


Bruce Goff, Paul Schweikher and 
John McDonald. 


World Wide Web 
eBay.com 
Frequent checking of "Gary, In- 


Gary buildings by George and Philip 
Maher. In January, there was George's 
Marquette Park bathing pavilion of 1921- 
22. In early March, we found Philip's 
Gary City Hall (1927-29) on the cover of 
a Gary souvenir postcard folder from 
1949, I've been using that one as screen 
wallpaper. A couple days later there was 
a brass medal from the 25th anniversary 
of Gary's founding; the art included the 


‘Gary City Hall. We also check "Winona, 


Minnesota" for postcards of Maher's 
buildings for Watkins and its owners. On 
March 10, we found a postcard of Maher's 
presentation drawing for the Watkins ad- 
ministration building (1911-12). The origi- 


nal drawing is at the county historical a 


ciety in Winona. On March 24, we dis- 
covered another Gary City Hall postcard, 
this one from the 1940s. The City Hall 
cards usually include a corner or some 
other bit of the Gary Gateway park 
(1924) by George and Philip. eBay being 
eBay, the postcards and other memorabil- 
ia are always for sale. 


Maher people, 


even if vaguely 

© Christopher Meyers, Crown Point, 
Indiana, finder of George and Philip Ma- 
her buildings in Gary, Indiana, has con- 
tinued to pursue stability for another 
Gary building he identified several years 
ago. That's the Wynant House (1916), 600 
Fillmore Street, designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright. First, he convinced the Historic 
Landmarks Foundation of Indiana to help 
solve some structural problems and find 
a buyer to restore the house. Now Chris 
has facilitated the sale of the dilapidated 
house to the American Heritage Home 
Trust. This trust promises to restore the 
Wynant House and use it as a tourist at- 


diana" produces postcard views of 


— 


iam Keck, R. Buckminster Fuller“ 
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traction. Chris the project coordinator. 
See more on Gary a few pages back. 


@ Denis Gallion and Daniel Morris, 
ew York, are well represented in the 
1999 paperback U.S. edition of American 
Art Deco by Alastair Duncan. An exam- 
ple from the Gallion-Morris collection 
shown in the book is a skyscraper book- 
case and cabinet by Paul Theodore 
Frankl from about 1928. Gallion and 
Morris were much involved with furni- 
ture and wares from Maher's "Rockledge" 
(1911-12, demolished), the King-Watkins 
house near the Mississippi River south of 
Winona, Minnesota. They sold pieces to 
museums and private collectors. 


@ Lubomyr Wandzura, 72, River For- 
est, died from cancer March 10 at a hos- 
pital in Northlake. A native of Ukraine, 
Wandzura moved to the United States af- 
ter World II. In 1948 he became a glass 
painter for Giannini & Hilgart, the Chi- 
cago glass-making firm which did win- 
dows and fireplace mosaics for several 
Maher houses. Wandzura became the 
company's owner in 1948. 


“Editor's news 


© Editing elsewhere. Your editor is the 
new editor of Wisconsin Preservation, a 
quarterly publication of the State Histori- 
cal Society of Wisconsin in Madison. 

© Speaking. I'll be speaking May 6 
spring conference of the Wisconsin Re- 
gional Writers' Association in Door 
County. My subject will be "Why we 
write, with references to selected Wiscon- 
sin writers," those writers being August 
Derleth, Zona Gale, Margery Latimer, 
Mark Schorer, Glenway Wescott and 
maybe others. You can read about this 
conference on the World Wide Web at 
www.inkwells.net/WRWA/schedule.htm. 
re site includes my latest autobiogra- 
pay. 
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Events 


September 
20-24. Con- 
Jerence, 
Frank Lloyd 
Wright 
Building 
Conservan- 
cy. Includes 
tour with 
drive-by of 
Winton 
House 
(1910). Min- 
neapolis. 


web 


Watkins 
site. In- 
cludes three 
views of 
Maher's ad- 
ministration 
building 
(1911-12), 
Winona, 
Minnesota. 
www.hovco. 
com/wk/ 


Postcard folder with Gary City 
Hall (1927-29) by Philip 
Maher. Card source: eBay 
website; eBay size. 


Exhibi- 
tions. 


Continuing. “Chicago 
Arts 1870-1930." In- 
cludes an art glass win- 
dow with poppy motif 
from Winton House (1905- 
06, demolished), Wausau, 
Wisconsin. Chicago His- 
torical Society, Clark 
Street at North Avenue, 
Chicago. 


Through August 2. 
"Leading the Simple Life: 
the Arts and Crafis Move- 
ment in Britain, 1880- 
1910." 100 objects. The 
Wolfsonian-Florida Inter- 
national University, Mi- 
ami Beach. 


Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company mine shaft houses, Ishpeming, Michigan. From almost any- 


concrete. 


free. 


glass mosaic from Patten House (1901, demol- 
ished), Evanston, Illinois. King Street, St. August- 
ine, Florida. 


Marquette Park, Gary, Indiana. Two Maher build- 
ings, his innovative concrete block, open-air bath- 
house of 1921, the Miller Beach Recreation Build- 
ing (1923). 


Milwaukee Art Museum, 750 North Lincoln Me- 
morial Drive. Flatware designed by Maher for the 
King House (1911-12) called “Rockledge” near Wi- 
nona, Minnesota. 


Nickerson House (1881-83), 40 East Erie Street, 
Chicago. Hours: 9 a.m,-5 p.m., Monday-Saturday. 
In 1900 Maher remodeled the picture gallery into a 
trophy room. Changes include hanging Tiffany 
light fixture. 


where in town, see the pyramidion tops of Maher's shaft houses (1919) shaped from poured 


Farson House, “Pleasant Home” (1897-99), 217 Home Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois. Hours: 1-4 
p.m., Thursday-Sunday. Guided tours at 1, 2 and 3 p.m., $4 for adults, $3 students. Thursday 


Lightner Museum. Collection includes several windows and onyx fireplace surround with 
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Erwin gone burly? 


See advertisement in Keith's Magazine. Page 18. 
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Materials from their times. 


For our longtime subscribers and for our 
several new subscribers, a comment on 
how the Geo. W. Maher Quarterly works. 
We're proceeding chronologically through 
the life and career of George Maher. In 
this issue we go back in time to 1923 for 
personal news about the Maher family 


and for news 
items and 
Time & cast : i = 
¢ eorge's ca- 
references. reer, as well as 
In 1923, George a report on 
Maher was 58 one of Chica- 
years old, wife £0's big archi- 


Elizabeth (Bessie 
or Bess) 56; their 
son Philip 29 and 


tectural com- 
petitions, For 
1923, we have 


Madeleine, whom documents 
Philip married used with 
late in 1921, 20. mostly origi- 
Others: the Ma- nal punctua- 


hers' teenaged 


: tion and spell- 
niece Violet Wyld 


ing. Note that 


(b. 1906) and Maher isn't 
their nephew, her much avail- 
brother Merle able during 
Wyld (b. 1907). 1923, which 
no doubt 
Places. means he was 
Kenilworth, Illi- still recovering 
nois, was where from mental 
George and Bess- incidents of 
ie lived; Winnet- 1922 and head- 
ka, Illinois, ing toward big- 
where the Wyld ger health 
children and problems ear- 
their parents ly in 1924. 
lived. 
March. 
— Though not of- 
Geo 


Segmental arch, Maher's best-known geometric 
motif, used by the Pond brothers over an entrance to 
the University of Michigan union building, Ann 


Arbor. Western Architect, March 1923. 


ten evident, Maher continued to be influ- 
ential. An article about the Pond broth- 


ers of Chicago in the March issue of 


Western Architect included a photo of a 
University of Michigan building with a 


segmental arch sheltering an 


entrance. A photo is above. 


March. In the March issue of 
The Architectural Record, 
master architect Louis Sulli- 
van (1856-1924) commented on 
the Chicago Tribune Tower 
competition. The winners of 


which were New 
York architects 
John Howells and 
Raymond Hood. 
Their design, 
which stands today 
at 435 North Mich- 
igan Avenue, was 
36 stories of Gothic 
frippery on a steel 
frame. (See Alfred 
Granger's com- 
ment under June 
6.) Second among 
264 entries was the 
sleeker design of 
Finnish architect 
Eliel Saarinen. 
Here's Sullivan on 


Above, Howells- 
Hood design for 
Tribune Tower. 
Below, Saarinen 
design. 


> * 


the newspaper company's an- 
nouncement of its plans: 


In its preliminary advertis- 
ing, the Tribune broadcast- 
ed the inspiring idea of a 
new and great adventure, in 
which pride, magnanimity 
and its honor were to be in- 
separably unified and 
voiced in "the most beauti- 
ful office building in the 
world,” to be created for it 
by any man sufficiently 
imaginative and solid in 
competence in whatever 
spot on the surface of the 
earth such a man might 
dwell. 


As we might guess, Mr. Sul- 
livan, whose imagination and 
competence cannot be sec- 
ond-guessed, would be disap- 
pointed. He preferred No. 2 to 
No. 1. 


The Finnish master-edifice is not a 
lonely cry in the wilderness, it is a 
voice, resonant and rich, ringing ad- 
midst the wealth and joy of life. In 
utterance sublime and melodious, it 
prophesies a time to come, and not so 
far away, when the wretched and the 
yearning, the sordid, and the fierce, 
shall escape the bondage and the ma- 
nia of fixed ideas. 


_ 


Sullivan asks, "Why did the men be- 
hind The Tribune throw this priceless 
pearl away?" He answers with more 
questions, "Were they frightened?” He 
continues, "For men's acts show forth 
their inmost thoughts—no matter what 
their speech may be." He continues, 
"The final choice is most obviously an 
act of dominion—of brutal will." And: 


For, to cast aside, with the sop of a 
money prize, the surpassing work of a 
"foreigner" of high distinction and 
thorough discipline in executed 
works, was an act of savagery in pri- 
vate, regardless of how neatly, how 
sweetly, thereafter, the man may have 
been shown the door, as a party and 
an honored guest, as one whose pres- 
ence in the house had indeed triply 
honored his host. 
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Gropius-Meyer design for Tribune 
tower. 


As we know, Sullivan need not have 
worried about Saarinen. His career 
would be lustrous. As for Sullivan: Sulli- 
van by this time, the waning years of the 
progressive architecture also called prai- 
rie style, was drinking a lot, practicing 
architecture alone, depending on the 
kindness of others. He would die about a 
year later. 

I've walked by the Tribune Tower many 
times. It makes little impression on me, 
though I'm intrigued by the stones from 
buildings all over the world. I wonder 
how those buildings stand without some 
of their parts. My preference would have 
been the design of Walter Gropius and 
Adolf Meyer. In this I'm joined by archi- 
tect Leo J. Weissenborn. You met him in 
our last issue. He was born in Sauk City, 
Wisconsin, and decades later became a 
staff architect for the Tribune. His com- 
ment in 1955 about the competition: 
"The award could and should have gone 
to Walter Gropius, then of Weimar, had 
the judges perspicaciousness enough to 
have recognized its advanced thought. 


Walter Gropius has since become one of 
the vanguard of modern designers..." 


Sources: Backlog of Happenstances, Leo J. Weis- 
senborn, Pageant Press, New York, 1955. Chicago 


Architecture and Design, George Larson, Jay Prid- 


more, Harry N. Abrams, Inc., New York, 1993. 
Competition designs, The Architectural Record, 
February 1923. 


April. Sullivan again, in The Architec- 
tural Record again, on Frank Lloyd 
Wright's Imperial Hotel in Tokyo. "...the 
Imperial Hotel stands unique as the high 
water mark thus far attained by any 
modern architect. Superbly beautiful it 
stands—a noble prophecy." 


May. Just before the occasion of dedica- 
tion of a restoration of the east pavilion of 
the Fine Arts Building (1893, Charles B. 
Atwood [1849-1895], architect, for D.H. 
Burnham & Co., Chicago} from the 1893 
World's Columbian Exposition, a sugges- 
tion from the Western Architect, in the 
May issue, that two names be recorded 
on the walls of the restored building, one 
being Atwood's, the other for this reason: 


Left gradually to disintegrate through 
the action of time and the elements, 
all this beauty and memorial worth 
would have been lost but for the indi- 
vidual and untiring effort, through a 
term of years, of George W. Maher, 
the Chicago architect. These are the 
names which should be given recog- 
nition and recorded on a memorial 
tablet. For though the art of Atwood 
produced the delightful lines, which 
in simple and graceful dignity form 
the building, it has been Maher's love 
of that architectural art which has 
caused him to work with an untiring 
zeal for its restoration and permanent 
preservation. As Atwood had his 
draftsmen and constructors to make 
his design a fact, so Maher has had 
the faithful and inspiring help of his 
brother professionals and of the large 
and important proportion of intelli- 
gent individual citizens of Chicago to 
aid him in his self-sacrificing endeav- 
ors. It was Lorado Taft, the sculptor, 
who first called attention of the pro- 
fession to the imminent destruction of 
the building, and he has been a most 
able lieutenant in the work that Mr. 
Maher assumed in behalf of his pro- 
fession. The exercises upon the com- 
pletion of the central restoration, 


should be such as to ensure the time- 
ly completion of the work so well be- 
gun by George W. Maher and his as- 
sociates... 


The partial restoration was made with a 
combination of concrete and crushed 
quartz aggregate. A federation of south 
side Chicago women's clubs raised 
$7,000 to pay for the work. 


Source: Inventive Genius, the History of the Mu- 

seum of Science and Industry, Chicago, Jay Prid- 
more, Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago, 

1996. Note: Lorado Taft was a friend of Maher and 
his in-laws, the Brookses. 


May 1. The 36th annual Chicago Archi- 
tectural Exhibition opened at the Art In- 
stitute, with the Chicago Architectural 
Club, Illinois Society of Architects, the 
Illinois chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects and the Art Institute as 
sponsors. The Mahers' entries, from Geo. 
W. Maher and Son, were: the bathing and 
recreation pavilions in Marquette Park in 
Gary, Indiana; their community plan for 
Kenilworth; and one of their Abingdon 
Avenue houses, the one at 138, in Kenil- 
worth. Of the four, only the Kenilworth 
plan had been shown before. The exhibi- 
tion continued through May 31. 


June. The Western Architect, published 
in Minneapolis, commented in its June 
issue about the hanging of architectural 
drawings and photographs at the 36th 
Chicago Architectural Exhibition (just 
mentioned). Noting the Art Institute's re- 
sponsibility for this, the editors found 
the architectural works interspersed with 
applied and accessory arts, which was 
"disconcerting to the architects, at first 
glance, but not so bad for the public." 
Otherwise, Western Architect noted en- 
tries from the Pacific Coast, England and 
so forth, but said nothing about midwest- 
ern entries. 


June 6. American Architect magazine, 
edited in New York, found the Chicago 
Architectural Exhibition confusing— 
"marred by reason of errors of arrange- 
ment and of hanging, so flagrant that we 
cannot imagine how any one who pre- 
tends to affiliation with the arts could ef- 
fect such a result." About the midwest- 
ern entries, the editors wrote: 


The whole show has a regional dis- 
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tinction that is the development of 
a close and careful study of types 
and environment. The development 
of such regional types will proba- 
bly get us nearer to any national 
type of architecture than the effort 
to standardize the entire country by 
material and design. The work ex- 
hibited has the solid satisfactory el- 
ements of our middle Western 
country. It fits and fitting pleases, 
and disarms all adverse criticism. 


Chicago architect Alfred Granger's cat- 


alog forward is quoted: 


What will men in the year 3000 
think of the aspirations and desires 
of our day if any of our buildings 
are then standing? Will they not 
think when they see our struggles 
to cover our steel structures with 
classic vestments and Gothic de- 
tails, that our day was a period 
when the souls of men, almost 
drowned in a sea of commercial- 
ism, were striving to find calmness 
and spirituality—that we were fun- 
damentally seekers after God? 


July 2. The only family event to mark 
1923 is the birth of Philip and 
Madeleine's first child, Philip Brooks 
Maher Jr. Philip writes about this in 


his unpublished autobiography of 1978: 


I found an Apt. at 242 Walton 
Place, a very good building that 
had two smaller Apts. on the first 
floor, one of which I remodelled 
with a Mantel and a small space to 
house our first child who was about 
to arrive. 

As expected he arrived promptly 
on time and I remember well our 
hurried trip to the St. Lukes 
Hospital at 3:00 a.m. at which time 
to add to the excitement the 
Michigan Bridge went up as we 
were about to cross on it. However 
our alarm was ill founded as it was 
several hours before Philip B. 
Maher Jr. appeared. Madeleine for 
some queer reason called him 
"Boolie" a nick name that stuck for 
many years, until he married and 
informed us that from then on he 
was to be called Phil, which to this 
day is difficult to do... 


CSR, 


Heussler-Karel House (1915), Milwa 


ukee. 


Leaving 
Maher's list 


We're deaccessioning the 
Heussler-Kare] House in 
Milwaukee. This house 
from 1915 was built by 
Louis O. Heussler as an 
investment property and 
first occupied by Judge 
John C. Karel. Though it 
looks like a Maher house, 
nobody is identifying it 
as one anymore. There is 
no documentation that it 
is one. 

The neighborhood has 
several other houses with 
Maher characteristics. 
Two of them on Wahl 
Avenue just behind 
the Heussler-Karel 
House are shown at 
right. Above is the 
Abel House (1909) by 
the Milwaukee archi- 
tects Ferry and Clas; 
the entrance hood 
has a Maher-like 
arch. The other is 
the Gross House 
(1907) by Milwaukee 
architect Alexander 
Eschweiler; it, too, 
has a Maher-like 
arch. 
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George W. Maher and Son presentation drawing for Marquette Park pavilion, Gary, Indiana. 


Mahers in 1923 | OPS ont 
More in Gary, 
Hinsdale plan, 
some houses 


®@ Hinsdale Community Devel- 
opment Plan, Hinsdale, Illi- 
nois. From George W. Maher & 
Son, Architects & Town Plan- 
ow Bets. 
Skip forward for drawings for 
the plan and words about it. 
Plus, right after that, Maher's 
last published article "An Ar- 
chitect's Relation to Town Plan- 
ning." 


Sources: "An Architect's Relation to = 
Town Planning," George Maher, Amer- ; a 

ican Architect, January 3, 1923. "The Recreation building. Postcard, E.C. Kropp Co., Milwaukee, GWMQ collection. 
Hinsdale Community Development," 

The American Architect-The Architectural Review, March 12, 

1924. 


@ Recreation building, Marquette Park, Gary, In- 
diana, 1924. 


The building seems to have been always well-kept. 
A postcard view postmarked 1955, which I ac- 
quired recently from eBay, shows it looking neat. 


Sources: Postcard folder of Gary, Indiana, 1928. eBay, various 
postcard views. 


@ Elks Temple, 800 Broadway, Gary, Indiana, 
1924. 


™) The Elks Temple and the Marquette Park building 
were discussed in greater detail in our Gary story 
in the January-March 1998 issue. The last time we 


saw this building, it was empty—bottom floor Postcard view of Mahers' Elks Temple (with Palace Theater). eBay. 


Ska Chad and Malas Phy ute: 
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boarded. The the- 
ater in the view 
at right is the 
work of Chicago 
architect John 
Eberson (1875- 
1964}. 


Sources: Postcard 
folder of Gary, Indi- 
ana, 1928. eBay, vari- 
ous postcard views. 


For more. For 
better views of 
the two Gary 
buildings, see 
Christopher Mey- 


¥ 


Sand Hills to Urban 
Decay." 


@ Dix House, 236 © 
Oxford Road, Kenil- 
worth, Illinois, = 
1923. 


The Dix House is 
another version of 
the Simons House 
around the corner at 
327 Leicester Road. 
Georgian, colonial. 


@ Maplewood Hotel 
remodeling, Saug- 


ers’ web site 
"Gary, 'Ameri- 
ca's Magic Indus- 
trial City,’ from 


atuck, Michigan, 
1923. 


Hinsdale house for 
sale for $2.1 million 


The Coffeen House (1900) in suburban 
Chicago is for sale at one of the highest 
prices ever for a Maher-designed house. 
The brick house, at 306 South Garfield 
Street, Hinsdale, Illinois, is similar in 
appearance to Maher's Farson House 
(1897) in Oak Park, Ulinois. The Coffeen 
House has 13 rooms, including seven 
bedrooms and "4.2" bathrooms. 

The art glass windows are in Maher's 
early style with dense pattern, here 
based on circles and squares, and intense 
dark colors. The windows are at the en- 
trance and paired above are surrounded 
by wood cutouts. 

The Coffeen House was the victim of a 
decorator's showcase in October 1989, 
and the results of that still show. It is 
blandly painted throughout and has wall- 
paper in the entrance hall that belongs to 
some other era. 

Information: Kim Lotka, Brush Hill Re- 
altors, 630-769-6874, also web site under 
KimLotka. 


Above, porch view, Brush 
Hill Realtors brochure. 
Below, house shown in 
Brickbuilder magazine in 
September 1903. 


For sale in Wausau 

The Stewart House (1906) is 

for sale in Wausau. The 

house has art glass windows 
with a tulip motif and seg- 
mental arches throughout. 


Sources: The Brickbuilder, September 1903. Brush 
Hill Realtors brochure, Hinsdale, 2000. Thanks to 
a subscriber for sending the realty brochure. 
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The HINSDALE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


GEORGE W. MAHER & SON, Architects and Town Planners 


HE development of suburban areas is par- 
ticularly an architectural problem. When 
conducted as such it creates a community 

that starts out to grow, properly conceived and 
economically projected, combining the artistic 
principles that should be the very essence of sub- 
urban development. An 
interesting case of com- 
munity development is 
to be found at Hins- 
dale, a thriving suburb 
lying Southwest of Chi- 
cago. This development 
has been going forward 
for some time under the 
direction of George W. 
Maher & Son. As in 
many similar instances, 
the main problem, or 
the main corrective fea- 
ture is to eliminate as 
far as possible the ob- 
trusive presence of the 
railway tracks, The 
tendency in all suburban development or growth 
in this country is to group the early settlement 
around the railway station or along the right-of- 
way. As the suburb grows and takes on an added 


THE FOUNTAIN IS THE CENTRAL MOTIVE OF THE 
COMMUNITY CENTER 


dignity, there always arises the question of what 
to do with the railway. 

At Hinsdale this matter will be met by the 
depression of the railway tracks. <A properly 
located community center is then established, 
wide thoroughfares laid out and future subdivi- 
' gions decided on. But 
first and always first is 
the beautifying of the 
railroad right-of-way. Ti 
is not always possible, 
as in the case of Dallas. 
Texas, to induce the 
railway company to 
abandon a right-of-way 
long used, for one that 
encircles the outskirts 
of the town. 

The utility plant plan 
shows just how the ar- 
ehitects have provided 
for these necessary fea- 
tures after the depres- 
sion of the tracks. Am- 
ple provision is made for possible future extension 
and the entire area screened by parks well located 
and carefully planted. Parking spaces and large 
areas for the storage of the village trucks and 


GEORGE W. MAHER & SON, AKCHITECTS AND TOWN PLANNERS 
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Wagons are provided. The various power plants 
and municipal departments and utilities find loca- 
tion in this section, all of which is apart from the 
daily community life, and prevents their intru- 
sion on correctly zoned sections. 

The community center, one edge of which is 
bounded by the depressed tracks, is well placed 
and carefully conserved. In the business section 
and this community center, the architects have 
availed of the finest opportunities to create logi- 
eal. well planned and thoroughly artistic fea- 
tures. Restrictions placed on the development of 
this community will prevent any radical interfer- 
ence with the design of buildings or their location, 
and the future is as well assured as it is well 
planned at the outset. 

Tt is notorious how in this country we fail to 
conserve our architectural heritage. In every 
city and town throughout the United States, op- . 
portunity for well considered development is pre- 
sented. So seldom is this opportunity availed 
of and so often does each property owner pro- 
ceed on his own initiative, without regard. for 
his neighbor, that whole sections are disfigured 
for all time. But in cases where communities 
carry out the proper community spirit and unite 
under the leadership of competent architectural 
advice, we reach a result such as is found at 
Hinsdale. The difficulty lies in overcoming 
the pernicious activities of local speculative 
“development companies” that are largely re- 
sponsible for the unfortunate conditions that are 
present in so many community developments 
throughout the United States. 


“ay 


PRR E 


. BUSINESS DISTRICT 
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AN ARCHITECT'S RELATION TO TOWN 
PLANNING 


BY GEORGE W. MAHER, F. A. I. A. 


HE visualizing and developing a plan for 

a growing village or town that has been 
incorporated for a period of years em- 

braces many angles of approach involving a knowl- 
edge and appreciation of the history, spirit and 
customs which cluster around every center wherein 
people reside. All of these influences should be 
carefully considered at close range by the planner 
if he wishes to initiate and execute the proposed 
development in an orderly manner with due regard 
to the ideals and aspirations of the community. 

The voluntary grouping of people together for 
a number of years and for mutual association 
and livelihood breeds a distinct community indi- 
viduality. Certain characteristics are also affected 
by racial origin, as, for instance, the nationality 
of the pioneer settlers who originally erected the 
first dwellings. 

Thus one of the inspiring notes in comprehen- 
sive planning is the historic background which is 
an indigenous part of all town or city life and 
should be fully enlarged upon and not by any 
means neglected or destroyed. So to the extent 
that the spirit, the business acme of the community 
is interpreted and expressed in the general plan 
is it likely to be a successful solution and meet 
with approval. 

A brand new or ready made town plan, usually 
undertaken for great industrial expansion and 
accommodation or real estate enterprises or sub- 
divisions in connection with the normal growth 
of a town or city is a very important phase in 
planning, which should be executed by an expert 
in a practical and artistic manner. This, however, 
seems on consideration to be of secondary import- 
ance. That which is of the first importance to 
this country at the present time is the regeneration 
and orderly development of thousands of small 
villages and towns throughout this broad land, 
already functioning as such, but with seemingly 
little hope or ambition to improve their physical 
- or municipal surroundings. 

Therefore, particular attention should be direct- 
ed toward this defect in our American municipal 
growth, that the prevailing disorder and sheer 
ugliness of these many centers be brought to the 
attention of the residents. In many of these com- 
munities there reside people of culture and refine- 
ment whose immediate public surroundings in no 
wise reflect their taste, education or advantage of 
travel. It is this phase of the problem that should 
be considered and brought into the light of pub- 
licity. The general public is very lax in exercis- 
ing the power it possesses as citizens to improve 
its physical surroundings, making them orderly 


and attractive in appearances embracing art and 
beauty. The ideals of a democracy do not always 
prevail in our American life. This is a challenge, 
a responsibility involving all alike and the fact 
that the architectural profession, especially the 
publications, are giving the subject serious thought 
and publicity bodes well for the future in regard 
to this issue. 

In order to lend assistance to the movement in 
every way, attention should be particularly di-’ 
rected to the preparation, the education of stu- 
dents who wish to follow such specialized work. 
Town planning involves basically the training in- 
cluded in the education of an architect, which re- 
quires a knowledge of planning of wide range, 
engineering and the esthetic phases of a problem 
as well as those broad intuitive human qualifica- 
tions already alluded to in this article, and which 
are essential. There is no question that the re 
sponsibility for carrying on town planning must 
necessarily rest upon the architectural profession 
and it should prepare for this service. 

The agitation for zoning laws has already done 
much to “advance the movement for better regula- 
tion of town growth. It is, however, obvious that 
before such zoning laws can be properly consid- 
ered, let alone put into effect, there should be pre- 
pared in advance a comprehensive city plan to act 
as a guide in the proposed regulation and restric- 
tions of buildings and future areas. Here again 
is the necessity for visualizing and planning in a 
broad sympathetic manner, or as suggested, so 
as to obtain the support. of the entire community 
so far as it is possible. 

To generalize upon a few of the essentials in 
comprehensive planning, it might be mentioned 
that direct thoroughfares should be established. 
These main highways, like arteries in the human 
system, are of utmost importance; they prevent 
congestion affecting oftentimes the entire normal 
growth of the community. It follows that these 
thoroughfares be wide and spacious and so located 
strategically to give direction to the traffic and 
pass it rapidly through the corporate limits with 
a minimum of obstruction and confusion. This 
principle of establishing thoroughfares also reacts 
in a satisfactory manner to the entire city-and is of 
especial benefit to the residential districts, reliev- 
ing them of unnecessary traffic, also the accom- 
panying danger, noise and dust. 

Sufficient parks, playgrounds, spacious sites for 
schools and future schools and open areas in many 
districts are a cardinal principle in comprehensive 
planning. Every community, city or town, be it 
large or small, is in the process of growth and ex- 
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pansion; therefore, the securing of unimproved 
ground in time is of utmost importance. 

The railroad entrances, depots and stations 
should always be given the most careful study both 
from utilitarian and attractive considerations. 
Here should be ample areas for uninterrupted and 
free circulation for the parking of motor cars for 
general traffic and safe movement of pedestrians. 
Here should also be opportunity for beautification 
of flowers, fountain, statuary and architecture 
which adds charm to. the public areas surrounding 
the depots. The traveler’s first and lasting impres- 
sion of a place is the railroad center, the gateway 
to the city. The citizen also takes great pride in a 
splendid railway approach as indicative of the 
progressive and cultural spirit of his home town. 

Aside from the topographical layout of the 
streets and thoroughfares which are fundamental, 
great interest should be centralized upon the 
esthetic developments so that when completed the 
general effect will be artistic and architectural, 
where taste is sought and beauty encouraged in 
all proposed permanent improvements. Thus a 
town planner should be competent not only to plan 
the utilitarian features from the commercial stand- 
point, but he should also be able to visualize the 
plan as it will appear when completed architec 
turally. The planner should be competent to car- 
ry his task into effect, combining the constructive 
features with the artistic. This is a very impor- 
tant part of his professional service and, in order 
to accomplish this end, demands not only a broad 
knowledge of the principles involved but also of 
human nature and people in general to gain their 
support. 

The first permanent improvements of the archi- 
tectural: features should be executed by the town 
planner who prepared the drawings, in order to 
establish the municipal developments according 
to the proposed intent of the comprehensive plans. 
Herein lies the crux of the situation in America 
today and the most difficult to solve satisfactorily 
and which time and experience alone will remedy. 

A municipality may be induced by public 
spirited citizens to have a town plan prepared. 
The plan may be satisfactory and eventually ap- 
proved by the citizens. Unfortunately at this crit- 
ical period or at the acceptance of the plans the 
services of the author, the town planner, are con- 
sidered finished and his services terminated and the 
plans entrusted to the political status, the public 
officials of the municipality. The query at this junc- 
ture is, who is there in such public service under 
a fixed salary endowed with sufficient knowledge, 
pride and enthusiasm to guide a plan of any magni- 
tude to realization and success? The official talent 
in most centers is not equal to such a task. Their 
co-operation is, of course, necessary, but the very 
nature of their political position prevents disin- 
terested service or judgment of the order required. 


The psychology of the average city at present 
is seemingly prejudiced against employing for a 
period of years, architectural experts to develop 
municipal improvements. There may be reasons 
for this attitude, nevertheless, the present politica] 
status is an extravagant one for which: the tax- 
payer must suffer. As it becomes generally known 
that it is more efficient and far more economical 
to employ a specialist to carry on city planning 
and expansion, the present method will be super- 
seded by the more modern one suggested. 

If this principle of engaging for a period of 
years competent professional assistance in the de- 
veloping of a city-wide plan were in vogue, many 
of the splendid comprehensive plans that have been 
proposed in recent years would uow be a reality 
instead of a mere dream on paper to the great 
and irreparable loss to many towns or cities. 

The example of the Chicago Plan Commission 
in its city-wide operations should be known by all 
progressive communities. Its services are contin- 
uous through the years and exemplify in a splen- 
did way the beneficial results of a permanent un- 
political centralized organization in the orderly 
developing of a great city. 
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Kenilworth Beach 

Caption for the drawing at left from a McGuire & Orr 
realty brochure: "This is an artist's conception of the 
intersection of Abingdon Avenue and Sheridan Road 
in Kenilworth Beach, as it is soon to appear. The two 
houses on the left are reproduced from the architect's 
drawing of houses that are to be constructed on these 
identical sites, this Fall, by Geo. W. Maher & Son, 
prominent architects. As most of the property lies west 
of Sheridan Road and is not traversed by through 
thoroughfares, it will enjoy unusual freedom from 
automobile traffic." The drawing seems to have been 
by Allen W. McCary. 


Expanding Kenilworth 
From pioneer farm to 
Kenilworth Beach 


In 1922, sisters Mary and Annie Mahoney sold 34 
acres of their 40-acre farm next to established Kenil- 
worth. The buyer was McGuire & Orr, a Chicago re- 
alty business. The farm, which had belonged to the 
women's father Daniel, predated Kenilworth and its 
founding in 1889 by Joseph Sears. Joseph's wife, 
Helen, recalled her first view of what would become 
one of Chicago's most exclusive suburbs: 


...a thick tangle of woods reaching from the Ma- 
honey Farm to the North Road, then nothing more 
than a wagon track winding through the forest, 
and along the lake a cleared area under cultiva- 
tion; a few houses and clumps of orchard trees 
‘bearing witness to the thrifty farms of the former 
occupants. 


Once the Sears had their community in place next to 
Lake Michigan, the Mahoneys became part of village 
life. From Colleen Browne Kilner's book about Kenil- 
worth: "While sisters Mary and Annie fetched milk 
and eggs, early village children played with their 
many cats and kittens. Although one of the sisters 
was a seamstress, they still wore the bouffant skirts of 
the sixties." Zhe 1860s. The sisters sold the 34 acres 
after their brother Will died. 

In McGuire & Orr's promotional brochure for Kenil- 
worth Beach, the realtors described Kenilworth as 
they saw it in the early 1920s. Some excerpts, in part 
unattributed tributes to George's work with the vil- 
lage's parks and public places and his community 
plan of 1920: 


Unlike other suburbs, Kenilworth was never a 
country village, and before any of its present fine 
homes were even contemplated, it was laid out in 
accordance with a city beautiful plan—a farsight- 
ed plan which has been followed closely with —_ 
most gratifying results. Its picturesque winding 

streets, broad parkways, spacious grounds and 
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GEO. W. MAHER & SON, ARCHITECTS 


parks, its unique bridges and the total 
absence of things unsightly, bear elo- 
quent testimony to the value of such a 
preliminary plan and distinguish Ke- 

nilworth among the North Shore sub- 

urbs as one of unique and distinctive 

beauty. 


The people who reside there are re- 
fined, substantial, home-loving peo- 
ple, who have pride in their commu- 
nity as well as in their individual 
homes. Among them there is a demo- 
cratic spirit of camaraderie, which 
has found expression in the creation 
and maintenance of local clubs, such 
as the "Neighbors," the women's 
club, which holds regular meetings in 
the Kenilworth Assembly Hall; and 
in the preservation of one quarter of a 
mile of fine sandy beach for the ex- 
clusive use of residents of Kenilworth 
and their guests. 


Hold it, hold it. Pause, pause. Democrat- 


ic spirit and exclusivity. Can you have 


both? I don't think so. But one shouldn't 
be too black and white. Shading's always 


with us. Even so, should we go on so 
about a few houses that don't matter 
much in the career of George Maher? 
They mattered for George's income and 
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HOUSE & GARDEN 


stpenan, 


“% Do i now while you think of it, 


for Philip's almost new career. So we'll 
continue. 


McGuire & Orr proceeded to hype their 
development: 
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A New Book of Photographs of Distinctive Homes 

Weslde’t you Ike to gave the oppertunity to study in detail che in- 
tenats, exteriors aod garden serings af some of the best moierate priced 
houses, designed by Ixading architects. the country over? Wouldn't yea 
ike to haves book fullof just such suggestions as the prospecuve builder 
appteccates, wih an introduction en the choice of aryic far the country 
or Suburban home by frank Miles Day, past president of the American 
Tnateute of Architects? Wouldn't you like to bare this book of over 125 
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Kenilworth Beach 
138 Abingdon & prototypes 


Above, Maher and Son drawing 
of Tideman House at 138 
Abingdon Avenue shown at 
Chicago Architectural Exhibition 
of 1923. American Architect, 
January 16, 1924. 


Left, House & Garden advertise- 
ment from 1912 showing just 
about the same house more than 
10 years before the Mahers used 
a similar design. The architect is 
not identified. Keith's Magazine, 
April 1912. 


These Kenilworth Beach lots 
are situated close to the lake, 
some of them right on the 
shore, some adjoin Sheridan 
Road, and all are conveniently 
near transportation... 


It must also be recognized that 
Kenilworth Beach is an evolution 
of Kenilworth, and that beautiful 
as is the older section, Kenilworth Beach 
will show evidence of progress in land- 
scaping embellishment and architec- 
ture... 


Progress in architecture? No, not if 
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Kenilworth Beach 
138 Abingdon & prototypes 


Above, another version of the house, variously 
identified as Tudor or English cottage. This one's in a 
Bishopric advertisement. House is identified as Henry 
Thomas House in Glen Ellyn, Illinois, another Chicago 
suburb. Note arch over door. House and Garden, 
March 1921. 


Left, and another version, this one designed by Schell 
Lewis, and captioned: "The English cottage type has 
no particular locality. It lends itself to stucco over 
hollow tile, expanded metal or wood lath. The 
interesting roof can be of shingle, tile or slate." The 


house illustrated an article titled "Evolving a House 
Plan." House and Garden, November 1922. 


Below, left and ae the Mahers' finished house at 
138 Abingdon. Side, front views. Recent photos, 
GWMQ. 
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Kenilworth Beach 

Kinney House, 126 Abingdon Avenue. 
Left and just below, viewed head-on 
and from the side. Recent photos, 
GWMQ. 


a a 


you're thinking about the houses of 
George Maher's prime. However, Geo. W. 
Maher & Son was the only architectural 
firm mentioned in the McGuire & Orr 
brochure. They were the hometown de- 
signers. Their presence in Kenilworth 
was acknowledged in the caption for a 
drawing (shown several pages back). The 
caption noted that the two houses on the 
left would be constructed by the Mahers. 
One was, the first one, which became 
the Tideman House at 138 Abingdon. 
The other, the second one, was not built. 
The Mahers or someone must have 
changed their minds. 


Sources: George Washington Maher in Kenil- 
worth, Kenilworth Historical Society, 1993. Joseph 
Sears and his Kenilworth, Colleen Browne Kilner, 
Kenilworth Historical Society, 2nd edition, 1990. 
Kenilworth Beach, McGuire & Orr, undated. 
Thanks to Elizabeth Bannon and Kathleen Cum- 
mings for providing a copy of the McGuire & Orr 
brochure. 


Now, the houses the Mahers built for Ke- 
nilworth Beach... 


® Harold and Catherine Tideman House, 
138 Abingdon Avenue, Kenilworth, 1922. 


As the photos and drawings on the previ- 
ous two pages show, the style of this 
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Heaton House, 162 Abingdon Avenue. 
Left and above, viewed from front and 
closer to entrance. Recent photos, 
GWMQ. 


house was hardly a Maher creation. Nei- 
ther George's nor Philip's. The earliest 
version of the house I've found was part 
of an advertisement for House and Gar- 
den in Keith's Magazine in 1912. There 
were later ones in House and Garden in 
1921 and 1922; the first was part of an 
ad, the second an illustration for a story, 
and a third, the Orchard House, Rye, 
New York, was by architect William H. 
Orchard. None were identified as being 
by a Maher. I recently saw another such 
house in Winnetka, Illinois. That the 
house sits horizontally on its plot, which 
is true for some classic Maher houses, 


among them the Magerstadt 
House (1908) on Chicago's 
south side, doesn't attach it to 
the mainstream of George Ma- 
her's work. The houses in Kei- 
th's and House and Garden and 
the one I saw in Winnetka are 
all positioned the same. 

What can we say and think 
about the Mahers using popular 
model? The writers of the Ken- 
ilworth Historical Society's 
guide to Maher in Kenilworth 
said this: 


The cozy-looking, rambling 
house at 138 Abingdon is a 
Maher interpretation of a Tu- 
dor cottage. Its clipped ga- 
bles, half-timbering, and vari- 
ous bays and projections take 
us far from the great hipped- 
roof blocks of the early years 
of this century. 


Kenilworth Beach 

King House, 98 Robsart Avenue. 

Left and below, viewed from the front 
and a detail showing half timbering, 
respectively. Recent photos, GWMO. 


the least derivative of traditional 
styles." This house shares footprint 
commonality with the Stirton House 
(1920, attributed) in Kenilworth. Let's 
also say that the Oleson House (1916) in 
Kenilworth is the parent. There is clear 
similarity with the Oleson House; 
brick below and stucco above, chimney 
at the front, near symmetry in street- 
side windows. 126 Abingdon also re- 
calls various other houses, many other 
houses, for which George Maher used 
bands of windows. I'll say this house 
was a Maher studio product. 
North Shore directories show the Kin- 
neys, who purchased the house from 
Maher, living there in 1925 (also 1927, 
1929, which is when I stopped checking 
in the directories in the Evanston public 
library}. Kinney was an engineer. The 
1928-29 Chicago directory lists him as 
general manager for the Portland Cement 
Association. Living at 126 Abingdon 
should have been a happy business for 
him, considering that cement is a major 
ingredient in the stucco menu. 


Sources: Chicago directory, 1928-29 edition. North _ 
Shore directories. 


® Herman and Ada Heaton House, 162 
Abingdon Avenue, Kenilworth, 1922. 


This is the third of the Mahers' specula- 
tive houses on Abingdon. Look at the 
house shape, look at the roof lines, look 
at the chimney position. 162 Abingdon is 
126 Abingdon with different projections, 
French doors instead of windows on the 
first floor, different chimney shape and 
so forth. Or, it could be that 126 is 162 
with different this and different that? 


—_ 


That seems ee the essence | 6 © William and Loretta Kinney House, Could the similarities have anything to 
being a ti F ae wee # “ti © 126 Abingdon Avenue, Kenilworth, Illi- do with the numbers 2 and 6? The trans- 
or psn? ebay oe can ea te 

t ers saying, "We've got a good soli 

The Tidemans, buyers of the house te Like 188 Abingdon, the house at 126 Ab- family friendly shape here, 00 let's use i 

i ae ae ask “ a ™ ingdon was a speculation for the Mahers. again." 
; : Unlike 138 Abingdon, 126 was not a 

mimic of the work of others. About this The Mahers sold the house to the _ 
one, the Kenilworth guide says, "Of all Heatons. Directories show them living 
the Kenilworth Beach houses, this one is _ there in 1925 (also 1927, 1929). Heaton 


Sources: North Shore directories. 
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was a consulting engineer. We found him 
in the Chicago directory for 1928-29; he 
was employed by Sargent & Lundy, Inc., 
a civil engineering firm. 


Sources: North Shore directories. 


@ J.B. King House, Kenilworth, 98 Rob- 
sart Avenue, 1923. 


The King House mixes Tudor, French and 
parts. Here the side setting suggests the 
Maher studio remembering good things 
past. From the Kenilworth guide to Ma- 
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her: "A distinctive Maher feature is the 


small entrance porch which projects from 
the block of the house on the east side." 


Otherwise. Finally, we found in the 
McGuire & Orr Kenilworth Beach bro- 
chure a photo of the almost new May 
House (1921) at 336 Raleigh Road in Ken- 
ilworth. This was a speculation house in 
a Georgian style. It's one of three existing 
Kenilworth houses pictured in the bro- 
chure. All three are period style, one be- 
ing a bit French and hodgepodge, and the 


Then and 
now. 


Above, 
Maher's May 
House in the 
early 1920s. 
Kenilworth 
Beach bro- 
chure, 
McGuire & 
Orr, Chicago, 
c. 1923. 


Below, recent 
view, GWMQ. 


other two, including Maher's May 
House, being colonial. 

This just reinforces, at a much sim- 
pler level than articles in magazines 
like The Architectural Record (see next 
issue), that period style was ascending, 
and that there would be a few years of 
pervasive noninnovation in house de- 
sign. Tediousness was winning. 

We also learn from the McGuire & 
Orr brochure photo that the May House 
always had shutters. Sometimes we're 
asked by Maher homeowners whether 
their houses always had shutters. Usu- 
ally we say, "Maybe," or depending on 
the day, "No, definitely not." 

The photo tells us that the May 
House hasn't been changed much, ex- 
cept for the two extensions from the 
side porch. 


Findings 
Keith's magazines 


During a phone conversation about Ma- 
her's Winton House II (1910) in Minneap- 
olis, I learned about an obscure publica- 
tion called Keith's Magazine on Home 
Building (or, variously, just Keith's Maga- 
zine}. The call was from a researcher for 
the Minneapolis Institute of Arts, and 


Cover, Keith's Magazine on Home Building with Maher's Sutton House, Kenilworth, Illinois, 1915. 


she told me there was a photo of the Win- 
ton House in Keith's. She wondered if I 
knew of other old photos of the house. I 
did. I was curious about Keith's, yet an- 
other magazine with George Maher in it. 
He was famous. Keith's Magazine, what 
did it mean? Was it like Sam's Magazine 
or Joe's Magazine? It turned out that Kei- 
th was the name of the family that pub- 
lished the magazine; they also did archi- 
tecture, and many of their house plans 


~ * 


are in the magazine. 

I located Keith's in the libraries of the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. A re- 
view of the skimpy Keith's collection at 
the UW Steenbock Library showed lots of 
Maher, but somewhat peculiarly. Some 
examples: 


®@ May 1913. Strange among the Keith's 
appearances for Maher is an advertise- 
ment for Morgan Doors from Morgan 
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Sash & Door 


= KEITH’S MAGAZINE & 


ad has the 


PN ntrance to 


Maher's Er- VOT. ¥&K KI 


MARCH, 191 4- 


door, the 


terns, per- 
fectly 


Ko. 3 | placed, the 


win House 
(1905) in Oak Park, Ilinois. 
But with a Morgan door, a 
door other than the one Ma- 
her designed for the house. 
Both are shown here so you 
can see the entire difference. 
Instead of Maher's oak door 
with art glass window and 
segmental arch, there is a 
door made in Oshkosh, Wis- 
consin, from some sort of 
burled wood with three se- 
vere pieces of non-art glass 
pointing down. Maher's 
house isn't named. Neither 
is Maher. If you stop by the 
house at 530 North Euclid 
Avenue today, you'll find 
that Maher's art glass for the 
door is gone. 


@ June 1913. The Morgan 
Oe & Door ad with the Er- 
win entrance appears again. 


@ December 1913. Maher's 
Sutton House (1907) in Kenil- 
worth, Illinois, is shown (see 
next page) with an article ti- 
tled "Recent Ideas in Ce- 
ment Plaster Houses" by 
one (the "one" indicating 
we haven't otherwise 
heard of) Henry K. Pear- 
son. About the house, he 
writes: 


The beautiful door- 
way... of our frontis- 
piece... while it con- 
veys strength and sin- 
cerity and the interest 
of unusual line—fails to 
give the charm of the 
rich background of 
greenery against which 


ih 2 


extreme 
delicacy of the floral effects, 
adding just the light, contrast- 
ing touch, enough and not too 
much~all are a carefully stud- 
ied part of this design by a 
Chicago architect whose work 
is justly famous. 


Maher is not mentioned, nor are 
the names of the other architects 
whose houses are shown. One of 
' the others copies Maher's near 
trademark segmental arch. So, as 
we already know, Maher was fa- 
mous and influential. Fame and 
influence usually go together. 
Another architect included is 
Maher collaborator, as delinea- 
tor, Lawrence Buck. His Ehrman 
House (1908) in Oak Park is 
shown. 

In closing, Pearson notes, "To- 
day stucco in its various forms, 
either alone or combined with 
other materials, is used for at 
least one-half of the new homes 
being built." 


@ March 1914. Keith's Maga- 
zine published plainly written 
articles—mostly. There were 


exceptions, and one of them 


eRe Panes 


was in the March 1914 issue. 
It's titled "The Growing Im- 
portance of the Garage" and 
was also written by Henry 
Pearson. 

What first drew me to this 
article was an illustration 
captioned "An Example of 
Careful Architectural Han- 
dling and Placement of Ga- 
tage." The garage is interest- 
ing. The house is even more 


Above, Morgan Doors advertisement with altered entrance to Maher's 
Erwin House in Oak Park, Illinois. Below, Erwin House with original 


it is set, the warm col- door, The Western Architect, March 1914. 


or of the massive door 


and the bright hues of the flowering 
shrubs and delicate creepers that 
lend added grace. We do see, however, 
how the artist has, by the use of mere 


lines, produced an entrance effect of 
distinction and dignity, in which 
there is not a jarring note. The details 
so carefully chosen, the trim of the 


interesting because it seems 
a Maher house we haven't 
seen before. It's in the mode 
of the Schultz House (1907) 
in Winnetka, Illinois, Maher's prototype 
cottage house. As the photo shows, the 
Maherian elements are all here: rectangle 
shape; symmetry for the main section of 
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Above, Sutton House | 
detail in Keith's of 
December 19173. 

Below, Maher-like house 
in Keith's March 1914. | 


the house, with win- 
dows paired alongside 
the entrance and a row 
of windows above front- 
ed by what could be a 
window box; slanted 
walls at the corners; 
slanted piers at the re- 
cessed entrance which 
is topped by a segmen- 
tal arch. The two-stall 
garage has an arch on 
top, too. Examined with 
magnifying glass, the 
art glass windows seem 
to have a poppy design; 
each has an arch. What 
could be more Maher? 
Even the lot is charac- 
teristic for Maher. It's 
rather narrow, and the 
rectangle suits it. Pear- 
son tells us where the 


house is: 


The beautiful Minne- 
apolis residence shown 
in the frontispiece is a 
fine example... 


His story is about ga- 
rages so the sentence 
continues: 


..0f careful architec- 
tural handling of the 
garage combined with 
its effective placement 
both for convenient en- 
trance and as a feature 
of the grounds. Its lo- 
cation on the extreme 
left, taken in connection with the 
abrupt drop from high to low ground, 
constitutes it part of the natural 
boundary and also affords an opportu- 
nity for effective shrub planting 
against the upper wall. The architec- 
tural lines of the house itself are re- 
produced sufficiently, yet not slavish- 
ly, and unify the delightful whole. 


aesthetic concerns about 
keeping automobiles. Note 
in the following excerpts 
that Mr. Pearson cannot 
imagine the carport: 


No feature of domestic 
architecture is attracting 
more attention and is 
considered more careful- 
ly nowadays, than the 
garage. The automobile 
habit has come to be 
well nigh omnipresent 
in the last two or three 
years and none seem too 
poor to do it reverence. 
Far be it from us to mor- 
alize on the possible 
evils of the automobile 
craze; we shall neither 
wag our heads solemnly 
and deprecatingly, nor 
deplore the folly of 
those misguided ones 
who—we are told—do 
not hesitate to mortgage 
the house if they cannot 
compass their hearts de- 
sire in any other way. 
The fact remains, that 


A look at Gebhard and Martinson's A 
Guide to the Architecture of Minnesota 
suggests, however, that the house could 
be the work of an imitator. By Louis 
Long, perhaps. We'll have to go see. It's 
likely that the house is near Maher's 
Winton House If (1910). 

As for Pearson's story about garages, 
it's most enjoyable because of its early 


an automobile is the 
heart's desire of nine- 
tenths of the people, 
hence the garage. For a 
car must be housed as 
surely as people, nor can 
it be run under a shed, 
as we used to shelter 
buggies... 

One cannot go about on 
the residence streets of a 
large city, without ob- 
serving the change in the 
character of the subsid- 
iary structures, the atten- 
tion paid to their architec- 
tural appearance, their re- 
lation to the dwelling it- 
self and to the grounds. No longer does 
the ugly and bulky stable with its 
pungent but not fragrant odor, its un- 
gainly heaps of dressing and miscella- 
neous litter—affront our sense of beau- 
ty; no longer do steaming horses and 
stately cows promenade the front 
lawn. Even the long, winding carriage 
drive, once the proud approach to a 
handsome place—has given way to a 
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Right, ad with Parmelee House 
from Keith's, April 1914. Below, 
early Parmelee House photo 
from Maher client portfolio, 


=~, GWMQ collection. 


shorter, more direct entrance, 
suited to the machine instead 
of the horse. Almost we could 
mourn over the loss of this 
last feature of home grounds, 
for where grounds were ample 
enough to admit of relegating 
the stables to a distance, the 
curving drive with its long 
approach beneath the grateful 
shade of spreading trees was 
truly a thing of beauty and 
radiated an aspect of welcome 
to hospitable portals. 


@ April 1914. An advertise- 
ment from the North Western 
Expanded Metal Company of 
Chicago used Maher's 
Parmelee House (1906} in Ken- 
ilworth to demonstrate the de- 
pendability of it's "Kno-Burn" 
metal lath. The house is shown 
in a drawing. It's unnamed and 
unplaced. Maher isn't men- 
tioned either. 


@ July 1914. Ad similar to the 
one from April, this time with 
Maher's Rudolph House (1907), 
Highland Park, Illinois. Again, 
no mention of Maher, no iden- 
tification of house. 


@ December 1914. There is 
a dark little photo of a small 
piece of the gardens at Maher's 
King House called "Rockledge" 
(1911-1913, demolished 1987) at 
Homer, Minnesota, south of Wi- 
nona. This garden, with Japa- 
nese lantern and arched bridge, 


Build Your Walls With Care 


They are the most important feature of your home 


Discriminate in the selection of the base behind your interior 
+ astering and your outside stucco and you will have walls of beauty and 


 Kno- Burn 


Expanded Metal Lath 
is the logical base for plaster and stucco. It is absolutely dependable. 


Plaster cracks when the lath behind it does not grip. Kno-Burn 1s made with a mesh 
which the plaster surrounds when applied and grips unfailingly as soon as it has hardened. 


Plaster falls when the lath behind it begins to rot. 
Kno-Burn can’t rot. It is a metal lath. 


Our new booklet “Practical Home-building” tells you all 
about walls and a great deal more, It treats of home-building 
from the selection of a suitable site clear through to the 
fishing touches of construction. It is full of plans, photo- 
graphs, estimates, comparative prices and building economies — 
just the sort of information every home-builder wants. 


Send ten cents to cover cost of 
mailing and ask for booklet 965. 


North Western Expanded Metal Company 
365 Old Colony Building Chicago, U.S. A. 


is credited to T.R. Otsuka. The photo is 


with N. Margaret Campbell's article 
"Suggestions from the Japanese on Interi- 
ors, Decorating, and Landscape Garden- 
ing." Finding this photo documents Otsu- 
ka's involvement with the first decora- 
™, tion and planting of "Rockledge," rather 
than with the remodeling of the early 


1930s. 


Here's what Ms. Campbell has to say 


about Japanese gardening: 


...The gardens are always planned so 
that the buildings are made to fit the 
grounds in a most subtle and sympa- 
thetic manner. Our own critic, Mr. 
Ralph Adams Cram, said of them, 
"Their buildings seem almost a con- 
centration and perfection of the hills 
and trees of which they seem to be a 
part." In a limited space the gardener 
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Left, ad with Rudolph 
House from Keith's, July 
1914. Below, Rudolph 
House presentation 
drawing from Maher 
client portfolio, GWMQ 
collection. 


seeks to create the im- 
pression of a rare bit 
of natural scenery, 
and in addition to this 
they strive to work 
into the scene a 
"mood," a spiritual 
essence that will be 
an ever-present link 
between the personal- 
ity of the owner and 
his garden. 

The nature and col- 
or of each flower is 
carefully considered 
before it is placed and 
even in the planting of 
trees careful attention 
is given to the effect a 
trade of light foliage 
will have... 


Otsuka's garden or 
some variation of it 
seems to have survived 
the remodeling. A re- 
porter touring the 
grounds with Grace 
(Watkins) King in 1934 
saw: "On one side... a 
Japanese garden with 
shrubbery, tea house, 
bridge and pond." In- 
formation on Otsuka 
continues to elude me. 

An Internet search, 
via the speedy search 
engine Google, pro- 
duced one reference to 


—~ Written for You 


This book tells you in a simple, straightforward 
way just what you want to know about building a 
home. It explains the superiority of ry 


Ano-burn 
Expanded Metal Lath a} 


as a base for interior plaster and outside stucco construction; but it x 
is much more than an advertising booklet. 2 


It begins with the selection of a building site; 
takes up grading; excavating; basement walls and 
‘§ foundations; different types of roofs; as well as the 
construction of the walls. 

It contains comparative figures; numerous photographs and 


floor plans of houses, together with cost; directions for over- 
coating frame houses and photographs of the results obtained. 


__ “Practical Homebuilding” is a mine of helpful 
a ieeieeg along the very lines that most interest home- 
uiiders. - 


This photograph shows a 
pluster panel on a base of 
Expanded Metal Lath after 
it had been subjected to a 
temperature of 19289 Fahren- 
heit. It proves the wonderful 
fire-resisting qualities of plas- 
ter on a metal lath foundation. 


Send ten cents to cover cost of 


yy mailing and ask for Booklet 659. 
) North Western Expanded Metal Company 
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oe 
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A view of the King Gardes, Hamer, 1. 
fapancer landscape ave hirert. 


Japanese garden at “Rockledge” by T.R. Otsuka. 


Keith's, December 1914. 


Otsuka, that being at the University of 
Akron Press site and its announcement of 
a new book on the Seiberling house 
called Stan Hywet Hall in Akron, Ohio. 
Otsuka made a Japanese garden there. 


© August 1915. For several months in a 
row, a drawing of the Sutton House was 
on the cover of Keith's. Nothing about the 
house being Maher's. No naming of the 
house. 


Sources: "A Bit of Advice by One Who Has Built," 
Keith's Magazine, 1904, from Twin Cities Bunga- 
low Club web site, June 7, 2000. A Guide to the 
Architecture of Minnesota, David Gebhard, Tom 
Martinson, University of Minnesota Press, Minne- 
apolis, 1977. Keith's magazines, various, Steenb- 
ock Library, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
"Rockledge, Palatial Home of Mr. and Mrs. E.L. 
King, Described in Current Issue of Golfer and 
Sportsman by Mrs. H.V. Fuller," Winona Republi- 
can Herald, November 7, 1934. Stan Hywet Hall & 
Gardens, Steve Love, University of Akron Press, 
Akron, Ohio. Collection, Winona County Histori- 
cal Society, Winona, Minnesoia. 
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Places 


Hyatts help 
keep Winton Il 
as it is 


Henry and Elizabeth Hyatt 
bought Maher's Winton 
House II (1910) in Minneapo- 
lis in the late 1970s and sold 
it in 1999. Before they left, 
the Hyatts signed a preserva- 
tion lease with the Minneap- 
olis Institute of Arts, the 
city's major traditional art 
museum. "I took all the 
built-ins, all the art glass, all 
the light fixtures, and I actu- 
ally donated those to the mu- 
seum, the Minneapolis Insti- 
tute of Arts, and they gave us back and 
all future owners a lease at no cost so 
that any future owners in the next 500 
years or however long can never sell off 
those fixtures or alter them or change 
them around," Henry Hyatt told us in a 
phone conversation from his office in 
Chicago. 

This is an uneasy, narcissistic time of 
house tear-downs and strippings. That 
means historic houses are being demol- 
ished or their innards are being removed 
and sold piece by piece, sometimes for 
more than a whole house with all its 


Winton House II, Minneapolis. View after 
Hyatts’ renovation/restoration. GWMQ. 


parts would sell for. That's why Hyatt 
did the easement in 1998. "It's a wonder- 
ful way to preserve the interior artifacts 
for future generations without having to 
go through a public process of having the 
inside of the house covered under a local 
(landmark) ordinance," he commented, 
then added that most city ordinances 
don't cover interiors. The lease is a re- 
corded instrument and shows on the 
house title, which means that when the 
house is for sale, shoppers will learn 
about keeping the interior intact. 

The house is called (by me) Winton II 
because it was the second house Maher 
designed for Charles and Helen Winton. 
Their first was in Wausau, Wisconsin 
(1905-06, demolished}. 

When the Hyatts bought Winton II, 
Henry said it looked like this: "It was a 
boarding house, broken up into a number 
of apartments. The light fixtures painted, 
wood burned, it was hacked up." Eliza- 
beth Hyatt oversaw the revival. About 
living there, Henry remarked, "It was 
like living in a work of art. You never 
spent a day in that house without feeling 
privileged and blessed." 

The Hyatts have moved on to a house in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, and plan to begin 
a new one there, and to an island estate 
in Canada, 

Otherwise, he told me they sold the 
armchair from the house called "Rock- 
ledge" (1911-13, demolished} near Wi- 
nona, Minnesota, to a Newark, New Jer- 
sey museum. 
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King House window in collection of Chicago Historical Society. See media for more. 


Places 


Evanston, Illinois 

A May 14 Mother's Day House Walk in- 
cluded, according to the Pioneer Press 
newspaper: "A charming 1881 Italian 
Gothic with 1899 additions was by Prai- 
rie architect George Washington Maher." 
How about that grammar? Oh, maybe 
it's okay. And how about that retro use of 
"Washington" instead of the "W" George 
typically used? How many times do we 
have to say that George Washington was a 
fairly common first and middle name 
given by parents of boy children born in 
the 1860s? More times, I guess. As for 
that house with the Maher remodeling, 
we're checking. The tour sponsor was the 
Evanston Historical Society. 


Source: "Evanston housewalk showcases seven 
magnificent homes," Home & Design section, Pio- 
neer Press, page Al, May 11, 2000. 


Oak Park, Illinois 

The keepers of Maher's heritage at the 
Farson House {1897}, which is called 
"Pleasant Home," are busy as usual with 
enjoyable and useful programs. 

© Event had by Pleasant Home Founda- 
tion: Pre-Wright Plus Tour Lecture, May 
19. Vincent L. Michael, director of the 


historic preservation program for the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 
spoke on "Prairie School Architecture in 
Oak Park, Illinois." Dessert and coffee 
were served. 

© Another event to be had September 9. 
This one called "Rhythm & Views" will 
be cocktails, dinner, awards and a tour of 
George Maher's Hutchinson Street houses 
in Chicago. The awards will be for Chi- 
cago Architecture Foundation docents 
Mary Alice Molloy and Mary Dawson for 
their roles in developing the tour high- 
lighting Maher's work on Hutchinson 
Street. See calendar. 

© Event to be had by Pleasant Home 
Foundation: Third annual Arts and Crafts 
Conference, Friday-Sunday, October 21- 
20. Friday: candlelight tour of two prairie 
style homes, reception at Pleasant Home. 
Saturday: lectures by Robert Rust, David 
Cathers; tours of Pleasant Home, Unity 
Temple; tour of Crab Tree Farm and its 
extensive collection of arts and crafts 
items; reception at John Toomey Gallery; 
Sunday: tour of four prairie style homes, 
demonstrations on art glass restoration 
and stenciling, behind-the-scenes tour of 
Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio. 
Cosponsor: Unity Temple Restoration 
Foundation. 


Pasadena, California 

Mary Thayer, president of the Women's 
City Club of Pasadena, located in Ma- 
her's Blinn House (1906), writes that she 
anticipates that the house will become a 


designated California historical landmark “” 


and that she will begin a nomination for 
the National Register of Historic Places. 


Source: Letter, Mary G. Thayer, Pasadena, May 6, 
2000. 


Tiskilwa, Illinois 

The Charles Stevens House recently sold 
for about $160,000, "a good price for 
here," according to a correspondent. 
George Maher apparently contributed re- 
modeling plans in 1895. 


Source: Note, Michael Springer, Tiskilwa, May 26, 
2000. 


Media 


eBay 

All you do to find historic postcards on 
eBay is key in the name of the place 
you're looking for and then scroll down 
for postcards and building names. Like 
this: Gary Indiana, then watch for Mar- 
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Postcard view 


Gym postcard 
message. 

To a soldier at Fort Sheridan, 
Illinois, on February 21, 1911. 
"Just to see if you are still liv- 
ing. I am going to a party this 
evening. Wish you could go 
with. But it is all girls this 
time. Otherwise you maybe 
would of been there. How are 
you since I saw you last? 
Hope this finds you well and 
happy as it does me. Love and 
best wishes. Olga." 


quette Park or City Hall. Recent 
sightings from this web site: 

@ On April 5, 2000, a postcard 
drawing of the Watkins complex 
in Winona, Minnesota with Ma- 
her's administration building 
and the attached high-rise ware- 
house and production building. 


Above, Maher's gymnasium (1908, demolished) for Northwestern University, Evanston, i 
Illinois. Below, a ithe fataton of the gym, Hie bank Emmet Town Hall ( 1938-39) in : ee ide Hee P er es 
Halder in rural Marathon County, Wisconsin, built as a Depression project. The ee ary. 
architect was Charles Krasin of Marshfield, Wisconsin. © On the same day, a postcard drawing 
-~ of Maher's Winona bank. 
© On April 16, 2000, a postcard of 
Philip Maher's City Hall for Gary, In- 
diana. 
® On June 12, 2000, a postcard of the 
Watkins complex mailed in May 1915. 
@ And, any number of postcards show- 
ing Maher's presentation drawing for 
the Watkins administration building 
(1911-12). Log on, type in Winona, Min- 
nesota, or Watkins, and you're likely to 
see a postcard with the drawing. I 
found one June 8, 2000. What this fre- 
quency, plus wide continental U.S. 
(and probably noncontinental} disper- 
sion of people offering these cards for 
sale, is that Watkins was very success- 
ful in getting these cards all over the 
place, increasing awareness—you know 
the marketing approach. 


Chicago Historical 
Society on-line 
This site shows a Maher window from 


Source: Postcards this page and next, various. 2 é 
These postcards were purchased at Haags An- the King House (1901) on Chicago's west- 


—, tiques, Columbus, Wisconsin, which has 25,000- side. The window has been removed from 


plus postcards, all "completely indexed and sort- 


: ; tee 
edly als dedepedlall vitor Guar convenience? the house and is now in the society's col- 


lection. Many web sites play loose and 
fast with facts, and even though this one 
says, "George W. Maher often incorporat- 
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— | Postcard views 


messages. 


The Watkins Plant and Admimistration Bldg., Winona, Minn. 


Top. To a man in Lake 
Preston, South Dakota, 
August 14, 1914. "We 
are at Winona for a 3 or 
4 days time. All agents 
for company is in. Am 
having a good time, all 
well at home when I 
left. Geo." 


Below. To a woman in 
Rio, Wisconsin, Novem- 
ber 4, 1939. "Dear 
Folk. Well now we are 
in Winona Olaf and I. 
We come down yester- 
day and going home to- 
day. Sina." 


These seem to be from 
local salespeople for 
Watkins. 


ed a thistle design in his 
stained glass," that's only 
partly so. He used the thistle 
as motif for a few of his 
houses from the late 1890s 
and early 1900s. These in- 
cluded the Farson House 
(1897) in Oak Park and the 
Patten House (1901, demol- 
ished} in Evanston, Illinois. 


Joseph Sears 
school 

on-line 

Here we found, on June 8, 


2000, a history of schools in : z: 


Kenilworth, Illinois, includ- 

ing the Joseph Sears school designed by Views of the Watkins offices and factory at Winona, Minnesota. The one above is the 
George Maher in 1912 (demolished 1968) older. You can tell by transportation modes, amount of development around the 

and expanded by Philip Maher in 1924? buildings. The one below was printed by The Watkins Press. 


This information was in a speech titled 


"The Joseph Sears School Then and email 
Now” given in October 29, 1998 (by ® May 23, 2000, from a person who be- 
someone; web site doesn't say). lieves her house in Winnetka, Illinois, is 
a Maher house. 
@ Various dates, from the editor of the 
magazine Style 1900. She is thinking Naw 


about doing a story on the Gates House 
(1902-04) in Montclair, New Jersey. 
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Calendar 


World Wide 
web 


* archfilms.com Woman's Ath- 
letic Club. 

¢ Chicago landmarks. 

* fresno.edu George W. Maher 
biography. 

¢ George Maher in Gary, In- 
diana. Steve Spicer takes you to 
the beach, to Chris Meyers' fine 
site "Gary America's Magic 
Industrial City from Sand 
Hills to Urban Decay," to Ma- 
her Quarterly for subscriptions. 

* oprf.com Pleasant Home 
Foundation, Oak Park, Illinois. 

¢ Watkins site. Includes three 
views of Maher's administration 
building (1911-12), Winona, Min- 
nesota. www.hovco. 

com/wk/ 

* Wausau. Woodson House. 


¢ Winona National. Photos and 
art of Maher's bank. 


Use your search engine to find more 
sites mentioning "George W Maher." 
Try Googie. Results in seconds. 


Events 


September 9. 
"Rhythm & 
Views." See 
right. 


September 
20-24. Con- 
ference, Frank 
Lloyd Wright 
Building Con- 
servancy. In- 
cludes tour 
with drive-by 
of Winton 
House (1910). 
Minneapolis. 


October 20- 
22. Arts and 
Crafts Confer- 
ence, 3rd an- 
nual, Spon- 
sored by 
Pleasant 
Home Foun- 
dation, others. 
Info 708-383- 
2654 for bro- 


chure. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2000 


6:00-10:30 P.M. 


The Pleasant Home Foundation 
presents a spectacular black-tie gala 

& exploration celebrating the landmark 
architecture of George W. Maher on 
Historic Hutchinson Street in Chicago. 


Lois Weisberg, Chairperson 
Commissioner, 

Department of Cultural Affairs 
City of Chicago 


Dr. & Mrs. Mare Karlan, 
Co-Chairpersons 


Proceeds benefit the 

restoration of Pleasant Home, 

A National Historic Landmark 
designed in 1897 by Prairie School 
architect George W. Maher. 


"America's Magic Industrial City 
“25, 6c from Sand Hills to Urban Detay + « 


» Calendar 


Postcard 
view of 


i 
Maher's Weniieel Gal tavke. Gary, ind 39 


1921 
clubhouse 
for the 
Gary, 
Indiana, 
"municipal 
olf links." 
jew is the 
first we've 
seen, first 
published 
this 
newsletter, 
of the 
building as 
it originally 
appeared. 
Half- 
timbered 
look, 
cupola 
atop— 
Maher past 
prime. 


Card 
source: ; 
eBay. oss ; 


the Sant Cig? 


— 


Ip ae ee om sate Il Ce res he 


Exhibi- 


Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company mine shaft houses, Ishpeming, Michigan. From almost any- 


tl Ons where in town, see the pyramidion tops of Maher's shaft houses (1919) shaped from poured 
. concrete. 
Continuing. "Chicago Farson House, “Pleasant Home” (1897-99), 217 Home Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois. Hours: 1-4 
Arts 1870-1930." In- p.m., Thursday-Sunday. Guided tours. $4 for adults, $3 students. Thursday free. 
cludes an art glass win- 
dow with poppy motif Lightner Museum. Collection includes several windows and onyx fireplace surround with 
from Winton House (1905- glass mosaic from Patten House (1901, demolished), Evanston, Illinois. King Street, St. August- 
06, demolished), Wausau, ine, Florida. 
Wisconsin. Chicago His- vi sae lh tia uneaseat 
ical Society, Cl arquette Park, Gary, Indiana. Two Maher build- 
oa ne: ee ings, his innovative eenerete block, open-air bath- Geo. W. ‘Maher Quarterly® 
Chicago. house of 1921, the Miller Beach Recreation Build- Volume 10, issue 2. Four issues 
ing (1923). annually. 2000 index early 2001. 
Through August 2. ; Donald M. Aucutt, editor 
"Leading the Simple Life: Milwaukee Art Museum, 750 North Lincoln Me- 413 Jackson Street, Sauk City, Wis- 
the Arts and Crafts Move- morial Drive. Flatware designed by Maher for the consin 53583. Tel 608-643-0113 
ment in Britain, 1880- King House (1911-12) called “Rockledge” near Wi- ae : oh 
” : ; e-mail: waterstreet@lycosmail.com. 
1910." 100 objects. The nona, Minnesota. dS) 
Wielcconjancioridalnter- WWW: http://userpages.itis.com/don- 
national University, Mi- Nickerson House (1881-83), 40 East Erie Street, john/maher.html 
ami Beach. Chicago. Hours: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Saturday. 
In 1900 Maher remodeled the picture gallery into a Subscription $25 for 2000 calendar 
foe! room. Changes include hanging Tiffany year. ©2000. ISSN 1084-3469. 
ight fixture. 


Swift Hall (1907-09), Northwestern University, 


Evanston, Illinois. Classroom building. Send events or exhibitions 


for this calendar. 
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Kir & 
Creations: 
iv 1924 


Materials from their times. 


Back in time to personal news about the 
Maher family and for news items and 
events in George's career. For 1924, we 


have documents used mostly with origi- August 9. George Maher was admitted to The Milwaukee Sanitarium—now The Mil- 
nal punctuation and spelling. In the orig- Waukee Psychiatric Hospital, in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 1924 must have been an ago- 
inals he often used dashes rather than nizing and utterly confusing year for George Maher. Here, from a person on the Mil- 
periods. waukee Sanitarium staff, is a rather clipped report on his path to Wauwatosa. 


Milwaukee Sanitarium building. Photo, State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 


Time and cast references. Five months ago came home from Florida; felt weak and discovered systolic blood 
In 1924, George Maher was 59 years old, _—_ pressure of 100. He then experienced insomnia and became panicky over this; 
wife Elizabeth (Bessie or Bess) 57; their then became depressed. Went to Tryon, N.C. May 1st, and improved for a time. 
son Philip 30 and his wife Madeleine 21. | Came home June 1st and had a carbuncle which kept him in bed two weeks. He \y 
Their first child Philip Brooks Maher Jr., still slept poorly and was depressed. About the middle of June he went to the 
was born in 1923. Others: the Mahers' North Shore Health Resort and improved there; stayed nearly six weeks. Went to 
teenaged niece Violet Wyld (b. 1906) and _ resort in Michigan and stayed few days but not as well so came back. Tried to get 
their nephew her brother Merle Wyld (b. in here last Sunday but we were full so he went to Toren Restoration Hospital at 
1907). Alden Brooks, mentioned several Oconomowoc. Didn't like it and came back here. He has been very neurasthenic 
times, usually as Father Brooks, was and is constantly worrying about his condition. 
Elizabeth's father. 
So we see the trail. We can't tell where he was in Florida, but he sometimes visited 
Place references. his Winona, Minnesota, clients Ernest and Grace King whose winter home at Daytona 
Kenilworth, Illinois, was where George Beach he had designed in 1914. Next, he traveled to Tryon, a favored resort for mid- 
and Bessie lived; Winnetka, Illinois, 
where the Wyld children and their par- 
ents lived. 


More from 1923 | 
Philip and Madeleine Maher were 
listed in the Chicago Social Regis- 
ter for 1923, Their home was at 242 
East Walton Place. He was shown 
as being in the University of Michi- 


| gan class of 1918. 


Dining room, Toren Restoration Hospital, Oconomowoc Lake, 
Wisconsin. Postcard, Waldheim web site. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarierly @ July-September 2000 @ 2 


Events &. 
notes 


The 


songwriter 
Dewey wrote the 
words and music 
for patriotic 
songs. Two of 
these are "Thou 
Mighty Nation" 
and "Starry Flag 
Now Bravely 
Born." 


From literary 
critic RO, 
Matthiessen in 
Theodore 

_ "Dreiser (1951). 
With references 
to architect 
Frank Lloyd 
Wright and 
fiction writer 
Theodore 
Dreiser—and 
Maher just as 
well: 


Absorbing his 
(Louis Sullivan's) 
master’s belief in 
Walt Whitman's 
dream of an 
organic art for 
American 
democracy, 
Wright was to 
have a career a 
little like 
Dreiser's in the 
lonely 
intransigence 
with which he 
had to fight 

om, against the 
prevailing 


tameness of taste. 


westerners. The North Shore Health Resort was in Winnetka near his home in Kenilworth. The Michigan resort 
where he went at the end of July must have been the Mahers' summer home near Douglas. From there, he vis- 
ited The Milwaukee Sanitarium, couldn't get in and stayed briefly at the Toren Restoration Hospital, formerly 
called Waldheim and from 1925-73 Summit Hospital, on Oconomowoc Lake in Wisconsin. 

The Milwaukee Sanitarium adds this information: "Married—1 boy, 29. Architect. Age 58. Born in West Vir- 
ginia. Father born in Virginia. Mother born in Pennsylvania. Education—College. Religion Protestant." We 
know Maher didn't attend college. More: "Father died at 87, arteriosclerosis. Mother died at 74, kidney trou- 
ble. Brothers—2 living and well, 1 died at 18, rheumatism. Sisters—1 living and well; 1 died at 50, heart dis- 
ease; 1 died at 60, apoplexy." And this previous history: "Period of insomnia and depression when 26; lasted 
six months; worked throughout it. Has always been a good worrier and has always feared insomnia.” Diagno- 
sis: "Involutional melancholia." 


Established in 1884, The Milwaukee Sanitarium was being run by Dr. Rock Sleyster (1879-1942) in 1924. Born 
in Waupun, Wisconsin, and educated at the University of Illinois, was director of a Wisconsin state hospital in 
Waupun before joining The Milwaukee Sanitarium where he stayed until his death. He was president of the 
American Medical Association in 1939. 

The previous medical director, Dr. Richard Dewey (1845-1933), was still on staff as consulting psychiatrist. 
Dewey developed a "cottage system" for the sanitarium, organizing the buildings in imitation of a small village, 
with smaller buildings arranged like residences. Treatments included massage, water therapy, psychotherapy, 
diet, sedative medications and exercise. Tennis, miniature golf, croquet, walking paths, a gymnasium and bil- 
liards room were available for recreation.* 


This is the first surviving letter Maher wrote from the sanitarium in Wauwatosa. This group of letters, 
totaling about 100, is our single largest exposure to Maher being himself for his family. Here's he writing to his 
wife—"My dearest Bessie"—and a couple of times to his son Philip. We're not getting the whole, healthy Ma- 
her. But then, who can say when a person is more real? 


August 16. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Saturday 8:35 


My dearest Bessie 

Many thanks for the brush which arrived yesterday. It will help me keep my hair in better shape. You are so 
kind (many thanks). 

I just had breakfast. I am at the postoffice. 

I asked the Dr last evening when I could see you & he said not until next week. I do want to see my family. 
You especially are continually on my mind & I love you so dearly. I really never knew what a wonderful girl 
you were & yet we did have such times of enjoyment together. Our tastes were so alike. I am sure we had better 
times of real enjoyment that many couples & more always together when home and happy. I am supposed to go 
to the shop and try & weave baskets. Do you think you could do this sort of 
work. It comes hard for me since I never in my life had much patience do- 
ing this sort of work. All of my undertakings have been on the big order & 


when I directed the work through the mind. Indeed this is the trouble. Just Wea ae ee 
that my mind cares little for detail & I have not trained my hands or pa- erat a eae 


tience. Some of the men here are very dexterous & make wonderful articles 
& quite artistic. I just have had little experience. Although they did work at 
home just as Mr. Spicer has worked around the home. 

I am sure Phil should have tools & work around his home. Indeed an architect should train his hands as well 
as his brains. It is splendid recreation & interests one in things of a nature to build up in the smaller things 
which are as important as the larger things of life. Tell him this. 1 am not much stronger but think am pro- 
gressing 

With love & kisses George 
At side of first page: Please tell Phil to try more to play cards & pool & get recreation of various sorts & be 
with men. This is wholesome. 

At side of last page. 1 do hope you are not lonesome. 


* Educational details. Dewey, psychiatrist, neurologist: University of Michigan, M.D., 1869; Brooklyn City Hospital, intern, 1870; stud- 

ied with Dr. Rudolph Virchow, Berlin, 1871. Virchow (1821-1902), a German pathologist, opposed the idea that disease afflicted the 

whole body and sought specific anatomical locations instead. Before continuing about Virchow, we must recall that Maher's encounters 

pee era ane more than 50 years after Dewey's with Dr. Virchow. S/eysfer, psychiatrist: University of Illinois, M.D., 1902. 
ource: Who's Who. 
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August 17. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... ’ 
Sunday 


My darling Bessie Calvin Coolidge 
I just could not resist the opportunity to write you this bright Sunday morning. was reelected 
The longer I am away from you the more I appreciate your lovely qualities. Of pu- president in 1924. 


rity of nature of loneliness of all that is best in the world & the most lasting. I feel 
so far below your ideal I notice in the Tribune this morning the simple home com- 
ing of President Coolidge - all of this reminded me vividly of you & just how sincere you would be under the 
same circumstances the same real generous girl under all emotions. 

Some times I feel I come from another race not near so fine or so lasting. My Mother was very simple & real 
June 2. South but perhaps some where back on my father's side that was another strain. How I wish I could have seen viv- 


on idly the real gentle strong individuality you possess. As I see it now although I did really know you to be just 
voted 52,342 to ‘ 


; as you are. 

ee st ated I just received a letter from Phil & I thoroughly agree with him that it would be very unwise for me to come 
aa home until better. He wants you to go to the farm. I know the expense & worry would be considerable & there 
sodloneste can be no better cure than I am receiving here where all is organized for such cases as mine. So darling please 
exterior and go & have a good restful time. Do not wait a minute as the vacation season is here & will soon be past. You 
reconstruct the have done your full duty & I appreciate your loneliness so my dearest just fix up at Kenilworth & go as soon as 
interior of the possible. I shall feel so much better to know you are having a good rest. 

Fine Arts With all love & kisses George 

Building (1893, 

D.H. Burnham & | August 26. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 

Co., Charles B. My dearest Bessie 

Atwood, Today is Sunday & a warm day it has been mild—I do not know how I could have whiled the time away if I 
designer) from | had not accepted an invitation from a young patient here who like my self finds time hard to pass away with 
ee ° | patience or pleasure. 

Bxposition, He said that a municipal horse racing event was held each Sunday in the Milwaukee Park and together with 
George Maher another gentleman we went to it. It seems strange for your husband to go to a horse racing event on Sunday but 
had been one of it was interesting innocent amusement since no betting is allowed. Milwaukee more than most cities tries to 
the early amuse the people & I think it progressive & beneficial in every way. So 
advocates. we had a restful afternoon. I could not help thinking of my dearest my “um 
for saving = own dear Bessie between the moments from entertainment. Indeed you 
the are with me continuously in mind. If that strange reaction of being home 
building. <= was not such a prominent symptom of this queer sickness I should be 
The ballot af “YRS | home this moment with my loving girl. It would be such a pleasure in 
RS 231i Vote eres || that case to be home with you. I thank you for your last letter. How I do 
iy ‘| Te Save This Most Beautiful Building enjoy hearing from you. The check for $15.00 was cashed. You understand 
eg 4 Ea eS my dearest that all of the money we have is as much yours as mine. If 
"suitable you had not been economical & sensible we might not have much just 

for now in time of need. I often think of this & how fine and wonderful you 
Convention have always been in our life together. 

and Rec'd a letter from dear Phil today. Perhaps we can arrange the clothes 
Assembly if necessary when he is here. I referred to a greenish brown (soft) suit 
Halls, and made of a tailor on North Clark st (not my regular tailor). Dear Phil men- 
Industrial tioned he would be here in a week's time. They just called me to Dinner 
Museum so must close. Will send my first tray tomorrow think of it as a piece of 
and work for you dearest. 

see) ‘Arts With love & kisses from your George. 

Monwitnal, | Undated. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 

Athletic, Art and My dearest Bessie 

Social Centers, I do not know if you are at Kenilworth & perhaps Philip is away from the office. 

Museum of I have been walking much as possible of late & the result is that my shoes are in need of repair. 

Architecture and I will not need any thing done to them immediately so there is no immediate hurry. Perhaps you might 
Sculpture..." In write to Philip to send up to me my other pair of shoes in the dresser it is the best pair anyway. 

other words, to Some of these days you may be able come & look over my wardrobe to a certain extent although up to date it 
make a sort of is well supplied or what is the plan of the future? —_ 


? ? Love George 
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permanent 
world's fair. 


Sources: "Town 
Hall of U.S., Is 
Plan for Fine 
Arts," Chicago 
Daily Tribune, 
June 2, 1924. 
"Voters O.K. All 
Bond Issues by 2 
to 1 Majority," 
Chicago Daily 
Tribune, June 3, 
1924. 


1924. George 
Maher's Who's 
Who listing 
mentioned his 
chairmanship of 
the Fine Arts 
Building 
A sioraivon 
committee. 


Spring. Maher 
& Son entries in 
the 37th Chicago 
Architectural 
Exhibition 
League at the Art 
Institute: 

© Sprenger 
House. 

© Country club. 
© Gary plan. 

© Hinsdale plan. 


September 1. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Labor Day. 


My Darling Bessie 

I just received your letter of Aug 29th - I assure you that it was so welcome from my dearest. 

I look forward for the receipt of these letters from home. Naturally so since all that there is left in life for me 
is my dear ones & know you said you would soon be here. I sincerely hope it will not be long. I do hope I am 
improving & that you will not be disappointed. 

I am working on another small bag or basket form for you but have not made much progress since it has 
been warm & some of the men here want me to bowl on the green. It is an out of door exercise. The Doctor 
thinks it wise to play out in the open. This is a wonderful place & I presume as economical as most of them 
but I can not permit my self to think of depriving you my dearest girl of any of the things you are accustomed 
to. So this we will talk "this phase” over when here fully. 

Last evening I went to Milwaukee with several men & enjoyed the sight of a city again. It seemed strange af- 
ter so many days in this country. I just went along whether best or not since time does go so slowly. I will be 
glad to have the suit of clothes for a change & also the hat. Can you not have it cleaned & pressed or blocked at 
Wilmette? A hat looks shabby if not in good shape. Have not heard from Phil of late I presume he is ever busy 
dear fellow. Excuse such prompt answer but you can appreciate how I look forward every day for word from 
home. 

With love & kisses forever more George. 

At side of third page. So glad you went to the movies. 


September 4. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Wednesday 


My dearest Bessie 

I have just finished breakfast and will write you my daily epistle. 

I can not resist writing you each day since you are the love & thought ever before me & also home I know it 
will seem a little strange for to receive so many letters from me but there is so much time on my hands & in 
any event you are my main thought when ever J am not occupied by the work here. Philip & Madeleine were 
here yesterday I was so glad to see them. Such a fine couple—so interested in things of a congenial nature. I do 
hope Philip can keep up his interest in all that will promote his health. Madeleine seemed to enjoy this place 
very much indeed & said she would not object to staying here a short time. I am sure however she would not if 
it continual. Of course there are many things one can do such as are playing tennis and croquet & instruction 
in weaving beautiful bags & baskets & many other amusements that made of special moment. But all of this is 
but a temporary recreation. One's life & real accomplishments is the main things. After all there are many 
people has a great deal worse off then I am but seem to be improving. 

The doctor seems to think I shall be home before a great while & was especially emphatic in so talking to 
Philip. It never has been my nature to be too emphatic but I know you will be interested in his statements. 

I was so glad to hear that you have made arrangements to stay in the little home at Kenilworth. At one time I 
thought we might have to rent it. Philip said this was not necessary. 

I hope you will not need to part with the bonds or any investment unless as a last resort. So be especially 
careful not to loan them out. Would it not be a good idea to write me before you do this if per chance it be- 
comes necessary. 

I have the greatest confidence in the business of the office but it is always easier to part with securities than 
to get them back. 

I do not want to buy new clothes when I have such good ones home & since the weather is growing chillier 
perhaps you might send or better bring all of them here even though my stay may be temporary & also my 
winter over coat. I am really cold these days since my vitality is not very great. Or perhaps we can talk this 
over when you are here which I hope will not be long. 

With love & kisses George 
At side of first page. 1 was so agreeably surprised in seeing Phil & Madeleine. 

At side of second page of continuation. Please have over coat (winter) dry cleaned & pressed at Wilmette & 
also the soft hat I need very much. 


September ? Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Thursday 


My darling Bessie 

I just received your lovely letter written Labor day & I shall now write you every day since you mention that 
you have not heard from me for several days. Oh how I love you & long for you every minute. I do not know 
how it will be when we meet again which I sincerely hope will not be long but remember dearest that you are 
my own dear Bessie & ever more will be mine or rather that I shall be yours as I always have been. 
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The Mary 
Pickford (1892- 
1979} movie 
showing in 
Milwaukee 
in early 
September 
‘was 
"Dorothy 
Vernon of 
Haddon 
Hall." See 
ad at right; 
Milwaukee 
Journal, 
September 

3, 1924. 


The 
professor 


Though we 
haven't 
located Mr. 
Croly of 

New York, we 
found Professor 
Cooper in the 
University of 
Wisconsin 
Archives in 
Madison. His full 
name was Louis 
A. Cooper, and 
he was hired as 
an associate 
professor of 
English in 1923. 
He taught that 
year. Cooper 
lived in The 
Irving, an 
apartment 
building next to 
the campus. 

Ina sort of by 
the way, among 
the lustrous other 
residents of The 
Irving were 


° 


If I thought for one moment that my care would not be too great for you I should come home immediately. 
The doctors seem to think that it is better for me here & that I am improving. But however we must wait until 
you can judge for your self. 

I never thought that I could love any one like you every moment of my life & that dear home at Kenilworth. 

There are all sorts of people here from different parts of the country & they all pronounce this sanitarium one | 
of the best. There is not a great deal that can be done for me & out side of the surroundings not much is done 
except that there are day & night nurses to watch me continually & also Doctors. I ? my self day by day as best I 
can & there is a Professor from Wisconsin here whom I go with a great deal. He is a professor in English. We 
play out door bowling on the grass & walk around the place talking on various subjects. He does not mix with 
the others or play cards so we are much alike in our likes & dislikes. 

Poor dear Philip. I hope he can get some sort of vacation soon. Let me know when you will be here which I 
trust will be soon. 

With love - kiss George 
At left side of first page. Please hurry the hat as all I have is a cap & need a ? hat. 

At right side of first page. So glad to hear all of the news from home 
At side of third page. Did you get my letter asking for my hat & to have it cleaned & blocked at Wilmette. 
Please send it soon 


September 6. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Friday 
My dearest Bessie 

I just received the hat neatly boxed up & ready for me & am so glad to get 
it. Yesterday I received the suit of clothes & now I am fixed temporarily at 
least. Many thanks for your kindnesses. I also have the check for $20.00 & 
will buy a pair of shoes as soon as I need them. But perhaps not until 2 ? ? I 
need very little money except for fruit & car fare. With my two friends a Mr. 
Croly of New York state & Mr. Cooper a Professor of English in the Wisconsin 
university 1 go to Milwaukee occasionally to look around a bit. Yesterday we 
went to the movies & saw Mary Pickford in one of her splendid ? stories. For 
they are all very wonderful especially the completeness of the casts & the 
scenery & buildings or architecture. 
- Ido not want to hurry you in any arrangement to come but some of these 
days I want to see my own true Bessie & talk it over & see what is best to do. 

If I could only get back to my real self how wonderful it would be but time 
alone can correct this condition. 

I thought of you throughout the movie show & how wonderful it would be if 


“THOUSANDS | 
ait WHO RAVE. BEEN ET - 
YROCLADN AIF ‘ 


_ MeToRe 


you were by my side again. 
I am writing in my room & will go directly to the work shop & try to finish a tray for my dearest girl today or 
tomorrow. It is hard for me to do this hand craft work but it gives me pleasure in thinking I can do a little for 


you. I shall not bowl today but work at the shop. 
I wrote Phil to sell the old Hudson at once. Could you not call up Mr. Barker. 
With much love & kisses 
Ever yours George 

At sides of first page. 

Left: Just rec'd your letter of Saturday. So they may arrive slow. 

Right. Could I not have a photograph of you to put in my room? 

At side of third page. The Kenilworth neighbors are certainly very kind. 

At side of fourth page. 1 sincerely hope you have heard from Carrie & Mac. 


Barker must be the male 
attendant or nurse who was 
with Maher in 1926 in 
Michigan. He must have 
assisted Maher before the 
summer 1924 crisis. 


"Carrie & Mac" are Carol 
Brooks MacNeil, sister of 
Bessie, and her husband 
Hermon MacNeill. They lived 
in New York. 


From the same envelope... 
Saturday 
My dearest Bessie 
Just a word about the Kenilworth home. This home & all that is in it belongs to you dearest & so long as you 
are happy & comfortable there I do hope you will stay there. It is cheaper than elsewhere as Philip says - we 
owe nothing on it & why rent it. I will try to come home again some of these days & have a great life. 
In any event Philip can advise you & as you say it costs very little to live there in our economical manner. 
The expensive part is myself & this is what worries me at times. I do not propose to buy any things what so 
ever this winter except shoes & this I will not do until I see you. 
With love & kisses 
George 
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Annie Nunns, 
an associate 
director of the 
State Historical 
Society of 
Wisconsin; 
Irene Eastman, 
teacher of organ 
and theory at 
the UW; Leila 
Bascom, a State 
Historical 
Society 
librarian; Paul 
and Elizabeth 
Rauschenbush, 
healaw 
professor, she a 
political science 
professor and 
the daughter of 


Ps! Supreme 


Court Justice 
Louis Brandeis. 
Curiously, 
Cooper and 
Maher have a 
connection 
unbeknownst to 
them. The 
Irving was 
demolished to 
make way for 
the UW's 
Elvehjem art 
museum (1965) 
~ and Humanities 
building (1966}, 
both designed 
by Chicago 
architect 

Weese (1915- 
1998), who 
once rented a 
room in the 
Maher home in 
Kenilworth, 
Illinois, 
presumably 
after George's 
death when 
Weese would 
have been 10 or 
il. The latter 


September 9. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Monday 


My dearest Bessie 
I will write just a short description of one of my morning activities here. 

The difficult thing is to keep my self doing something that is of interest & free from thinking too much "which 
is our chief ailment." Well I first went to the work shop where I am finishing another tray for my dear girl. At 
this work shop many of the patients here work & make various basket or bead or leather work dependent upon 
their interest or ability. Some of these patients are quite clever with their work others very dull. Some of the 
tasks undertaken are quite difficult but it is remarkable to note what can be done if there is nothing else to do & 
also with proper instruction which is necessary of course. 

A Miss Robinson is the instructor & she is very kind & interested in all alike. The men go to the work shop in 
the mornings & the women or ladies in the afternoon. It is in the afternoon that the tug of war occurs with me 
since there is little to do except playing cards or reading both of which are not just what I prefer to do (just now). 
The card playing needs skill & practice. The reading for some reason is not pleasant. Any way this is the best 
place. I have just been in as Philip no doubt has informed you & indeed the best any where in this part of the 
country. (The expense is all that bothers me.) The different patients are segregated not like at Winnetka so it is 
far pleasanter. 


Afternoon 

I just returned this afternoon from Milwaukee, saw a movie picture show my friend Mr. Croly invited me to 
accompany him. It was quite interesting especially the music part. 

I sent to my own Bessie a box of candy by parcel post as a remembrance so please look for it. I am wondering 
if you have heard from Carrie? And just how are you getting along. Has high school commenced? School has 
started here at Milwaukee. 

Mr. Cooper's mother has been here to see her son. He is as I have written you a Professor of English in the 
Wisconsin university. I understand he is obliged to give up his teaching on account of his terrible "nervous 
breakdown" so will be obliged to stay here some time. 

If I had any criticism of this sanitarium it would be the tendency to dress. The men are not so particular but 
the ladies seem to indulge in this direction. However this is better than lack of interest in dress. 

There are a nice class of people here, and this is pleasant. 

When do you think you will come to see me. Of course I would like to be home but must be patient. 

With loves & kisses to you 

Ever yours George 
At side of first page. Wrote this yesterday & will send with todays letter. 

At side of second continued page. Am writing somewhat in haste so please excuse. 


From the same envelope... 
Friday (crossed out) Tuesday 
My dearest girl 

I am short of paper today so will write a very short letter. 

I wrote Philip that I thought we should see each other at the earliest moment & this was the proper procedure 
in regard to all of our future arrangements. 

Philip sent me a bank book in the Lake Shore Trust & Savings. I shall not use any of the money but I can not 
keep thinking of all of the expenses he will need to meet in order to carry on the work of office & at our homes. 
It is so hard to discuss but poor fellow he needs assistance in keeping up all of the many expenses. I can not 
give this to him now. In any event can we not meet at the earliest moment. I know Carrie & Mac will agree that 
should be done soon & not held off longer. My dearest girl be brave & let us face the future courageously. Could 
we not meet not later than Wednesday this week. 

With love to Carrie Mac and to your own sweet self George 
At side of first page. So glad to get your letter of Monday & hear from home. 

At sides of second page. 
Left. So glad Carrie & Mac enjoyed a fine trip & safe return. 
Right. I sent you a box of candy from Milwaukee yesterday. 


September 15. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Monday 


My dearest Bessie 
I owe you a letter so will write now & mail so that you may have it tomorrow. 
Everything moves as usual here & the fall season is beginning to be evident on the landscape. 
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I received such a fine wholesome letter from our dear Philip today & it made me feel glad & hopeful. lam so « 
sorry that I can not be with him but fate has decreed otherwise. In any event it was our in- 
tention to travel considerable so he would have had to be active eventually & therefore this 
experience is invaluable to him. "Panny" is Bessie’ 

It is certainly unfortunate about Merle but he is strong & young - I know will soon be fee tak 

; : : . ed 

perfectly well of course these sprains last a while but Fanny has had much experience in maihereuhierle 
keeping her own ? free from real trouble & knows just what to do so do not worry dear. and Violet. 

So Carrie & Mac have come & gone & their fine vacation is now nearing its end. I am 
sure they have much to remember with pleasure just as our dear trips have been to us my 
dearest in the past. I do hope you are not too lonesome at home & that you are having a fine useful time. I just 


information would give any thing to be home again but the Doctor has not yet O.Kd my condition although he says I am 

comes from an making progress. 

interview with I do want see you at the right time or when Philip can accompany you. Since perhaps it is best to stay over 

Maher's son night & in Milwaukee. 

Philip. I will need to have another heavier under wear. Should I buy it here? Also send my other grey suit of clothes 
at your convenience or after I see you. My dearest you are ever in my mind. My sweet true girl so be hopeful 

eT and let us be happy. 

University of Wis- Lovingly & with kisses House #15 was 

consin, Jim Feld- George one of the 

prt eg At side of third page. How perfectly fine that house #15 is sold & for cash. speculation 

chives, 1999. Fac- | A¢ side of fourth page. Love to Violet. What a splendid girl she is. houses Maher 

ulty employment designed and 


built. Which one, 
we don't know. 


wit Archives, | September 16. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
niversity of Wis- 
consin, Madison, | Tuesday 
Interview with My dearest Bessie 
ue pibeke! I just received your dear letter of Monday & was so glad to hear from you & to also here that Merle is back & 
Wisconsin, ae able to go to school again. 
tember 2000. Please call up Miss Doyle or Philip & have him send you a check for $500.00. I received the balance in Corn 
Madison city di: | Exchange accounting to $677.58 but have not checked out any thing since there is not occasion for same Indeed I 
ao have not yet cashed your check for $20.00 on the Wilmette Bank as I spend no money here. 
The balances in the Corn Ex may remain as a reserve to care for emergency but do as you like since my idea Quy 
was to obtain all money from you & to make out no checks formally according to Miss Doyle under date of Sept 
9th. The office account shows balance of $7062.06 so perhaps Phil can spare you the $500.00 if not take it out of 
the Corn Ex. My savings account also shows balance of $2068.95 which is available & is yours. 
This Corn My darling I am with out money. Philip has the power of attorney & can use it as he best sees fit. Can not you 
Exchange wasa | obtain this savings account. I must see you & Phil at the first opportunity. I wrote him this today. Can not you 
bank. come this week. 
I do not go to Milwaukee only when compelled due to the here. I shall not leave here soon again as the trip is 
not pleasant & so do hope you can come & see me. It is also very important my darling. "Oh do come." 
With love & kiss George 
At side of first page. Give my love to all Fanny, Violet, Father?? 
At side of fourth page. | went to Milwaukee to see a Mr. Croly off who has gone home & dropped you this postal 
card. 


September 20. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
My dearest Bessie 


Just a line to let you know how much I appreciated your visit to me today. Your sweet personality & our talk 
together did me much good I am sure. 

I shall aim to keep my mind cheerful as you suggested & then to help me to come home at the earliest mo- 
ment possible. (You must be happy—cheerful.} 

There is only one place in our dear life for me & while I know I must stay here a while longer my longing is 
for you & for home. Sweet heart I know your trials & your unselfish devotion. I shall mail this letter tonight & 
please let me know how you made the trip. I hope you did not have to wait for the car long 

With love & Kisses George 
At side of first page. Please Bessie do not deny yourself any thing. 

At sides of second page. 
Leff, Next time come & stay over night so as to leave early. — 
Right. 1 am so sorry you had to leave in the dark. 
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September 21. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Sunday morning 


My dearest Bessie 

I have just finished my breakfast & will write you my daily letter. 

This is sunday morning and the church bells are ringing. They sound sweet & remind me of our dear times 
together on Sunday mornings at home. Kenilworth seems so far away yet is not so many miles. The fact I can 
not be their (sic} makes it appear in the dim distance. 

But I hope soon I shall be with my dearest again in our sweet home again. 

Professor Cooper was just in my room he is in rather a bad way & can not sleep. This trouble is certainly a 
calamity. Poor Professor has little money. I do not know where he can go when he leaves here. at one time I 
was constantly worrying about everything but since you were here I am endeavoring to be happier. I take 
things as they come. 

I received your thoughtful postal from Milwaukee 

I did so regret to see my darling girl leave here in the long lonesome trip to Kenilworth & in the night. Oh 
that I could have been with my girl & feel that she had my companionship & protection. so darling the next 
The Milwaukee time you come either have Phil or Violet with you or aim to leave in the morning. in day time. 

Sanitarium was I am trying to play cards as you suggested & although I have never played much & am clumsy yet will do 
providing a my best. 

restful setting for But darling you must also play as you promised to & we can try & have a game or so when you are here to- 
recovery. gether. 

Give my love to all & with kisses 

Yours for ever George 
At sides of first page. 

Left. I had my shoes resoled & now they will do for some time. 
Right. When it is convenient I hope to see Phil & have a talk with him. 


September 24. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
wed. 


My darling Bessie 
— I am out of letter paper & it is too early to obtain any from the Dept Store. I received your fine letter & it 
cheered me up considerably. 

I think of you so often & hope you are not too lonely - well any way we can write each day & as often as it 
seems best. My darling girl if I could only be with you how fine it would be. The Doctor has taken quite an in- 
terest in me & asks my advice in regard to certain of the improvements that are being made around the pre- 
mises. He says a little planning & thinking on architectural lines will be of benefit. indeed his advice is that 
when I return to Chicago that I keep up the work in the office. Of course it seems hard for me to comprehend 
the carrying on of work again but the Doctor is studying the cure. How fine is dear Father to meet you at Kenil- 
worth with an umbrella. He is certainly a lovely Father. It eased my mind to know you got home & feeling well 
after your nice visit here. It was lovely for you to come here & to see just what we are doing. I have the napkin 
rings about completed & will send them to you by parcel post. Give one to Father & one to Violet & the two be- 
long to you. Will send Phil's letter basket in a day or so. Perhaps you can see it some time when in the city. & 
so all things go along as usual. My hope of course is to be home & if I thought there was a probability of my 
being able to stay home I should leave here immediately. I know however that it is yet too soon for me to at- 
tempt this most wished for event. Well I suppose when I do obtain my health again Home will seem all the 
more beautiful & attractive. & you will be my ever loved one. & we will do many things together. Just as we 
used to do so happily. Give my love to all & with a kiss to you . 

ever George 


September 27. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
My dearest Bessie 


I am at the post office & will write a few lines to let you know how your old Husband is up here away from 
his dear wife - I received your very welcome letter & was so glad to hear from you. Glad to hear that you are 
well & enjoying your self & sleeping - 

Dear Father Brooks. How fine that he can work out of doors & do certain things of interest such as looking af- 
ter the hedges etc. 

Things move along here about as usual 

I would like to come home immediately but must wait the approval of the Doctor I suppose. If it is practical 
could not Phil come here with you the next time you come to see me? 

Perhaps a conversation covering our plans for the future should be of value. I always have tried to plan out to 
a certain extent. Of course the main thought is to see you & Phil my dear ones, & while letter writing is the 
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"Father," in this 
letter and the 
next is 
Elizabeth's 
father, Alden 
Brooks. 


Keehn and Van 
Schaak are his 
old friend 
George Keehn 


from Kenilworth. 


Robert 
VanSchaack was 
also from 
Kenilworth. 


The "Tennis 
club" is the 
Chicago Lawn & 
Tennis Club on 
Thome Avenue 
in Chicago. 


George 


My own Bessie 


next best medium to see you both is the best time. 
I will send the napkin rings Monday. Have completed the tray for Phil & the office. It looks threatening today 

& no doubt will rain. Yesterday was a beautiful fall & mid summer day. 
Give my love to all & with kiss to my darling I am as ever 


October 1. Letter to Elizabeth... 


I just received your beautiful letter of the 30th mail & was so glad as usual to hear from you & to know that all 
is well at home. 

I just wish I could drop in & see you this morning & look around the house & the yard & see the beautiful 
flowers of fall before the frost kills them! I am so glad you feel everything is well & do hope your health will 
continue, It is certainly a strange life for me up here in Wisconsin away from you & from the usual routine. How 
long do you suppose this enforced vacation will continue ? In any event I am looking for you & hoping to be 
again my old self, As I view it this nervous break down was on its way some time & if I had not lived the quiet 
beautiful life that you always advocated I would undoubtedly broke down earlier in life so you must always feel 


that through your influence we enjoyed much of our happiness. 


I have taken up cards & try to play although very poorly. It requires practice & much of it. I hope you will 


take the time to practice it is fine recreation. 


I tried chess yesterday & today with varying success checkers & chess are splendid games for the mind. 

It is queer that we did not follow up these simple pastimes but our lives were so full of activity & there was 
so much to do. Yes I shall soon need my over coat. The weather is growing colder. I hope Phil will call & see 
you today or very soon of course he is busy & Madeleine wishes to see her mother 

When you come again have Philip with you & stay over night if possible. 


With much love kiss & to all 
affectionately George 


At side of third page. 1 am so glad the house is sold off our hands for good. 
At side of fourth page. Very few play chess here & most all play a few games 


October ? Letter, GWM to Philip... 


Monday 
My dear Philip 


Your birth day as I remember is Oct 21st & I have made you a tray—"a head of time” never the less this is 
what I had in mind & the best I could do under the circumstances. I hope you will like this little remembrance 
made with my own hands (used for letters etc) It will be sent to Kenilworth where you can obtain it. 

My darling boy how I wish I could see you. Perhaps you can come with Mother when she comes to see me. 
There is much I should like to speak to you about of more or less importance. 

I am trying hard to be benefited by the rest medicine & recreation here & it certainly is a fine sanitarium. But 
Phil should we not look a little into the future & figure out a tentative plan or is this the wrong procedure just 
yet? I was thinking of whom I would want you to consult with in case of any necessity & Mr. Keehn immediate- 
ly comes to my mind or Mr. Van Schaak. We must be careful with our belongings & see that they are carefully 


controlled. 


Pardon my too insistence on such matters but one has much time & perhaps is too apprehensive when help- 


less 


Continued 


? about - and should you not discuss these or is this a fallacy of mine? 


I hate to think of this expense going on here & just to know that it is unavoidable so I must be content. I am so 
glad the form dating for this Tennis club will soon start. This means good business management on your part & _ 
will result in more work. I am sure in this club house construction work. "This is fine news." 

So house #15 is actually sold & the money is ? ? This certainly a great relief. It would have been a greater loss 
& cause anxiety to have had it on our hands this winter. Be careful about investing this money in good securi- 
ties which can be hard to obtain securities that have an immediate market. "Good safe bonds." No stock or 
speculative investments. No real estate. But will act conservatively I am sure. 

I am so glad the little letter basket pleased you. Your birth day comes this month the 21st as I remember. So 
dear Phil also consider the little thing a gift from your Father in the way of a birth day remembrance. I assure 
you it is harder to make an object of this sort than merely to go to an art store and buy such an article. I wonder 
that some presents are not actually made & thus represent a real sentiment. 

In regard to this basket weaving as real work we must be very careful & put his entire mind upon his objective 
of course this is a competent institution always ready to help out in emergencies but then it requires much 
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Cooper resigned 
from the 
University of 
Wisconsin, as 
his faculty 
employment 
d shows, 

eptember 26, 

1924. 


The poppy was 
Maher's favorite 
floral motif for 
his buildings. 


sticktoitiveness At first I would not do this work but now I help while away the time by keeping busy. 
So it all goes along & I have learned to try & be patient. 
I do hope you see Mother as often as often as possible. She needs your cheer & helpfulness. 
Be brave my dear Phil & look forward with hopefulness. 
With much love affectionately Father 


October 5. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Sunday 
My dearest Bessie 

I find I am out of writing paper so will use the sanitarium letter heads in answering your very welcome let- 
ter. 

It is Sunday & certainly a fine day. I do hope you will take full advantage of it. 

I want to go to church but some times the sermons do not fit my feelings. This nervous trouble reacts so pecu- 
liarly reactive. 

Well we can walk around & enjoy the peace of the country & the coloring that is seen everywhere. 

I am so glad you are painting again & I know Miss Robinson will enjoy your picture. She certainly has assist- 
ed me much in my work & is very patient & tries to help every way. Your water color work is so lovely every- 
one will enjoy it so much J am sure. 

How about the cards? Are you playing. I am trying my best but it comes hard since my memory is not as it 
should be & I never had much practice at playing cards. It is fine recreation never the less & we should master 
the game. We had so many other things to do & so enjoyed them that cards seemed unneccessary. Yet I know 
now that games are necessary otherwise we must be alone which is not pleasant or sociable. 

Merle certainly is a fine boy & it is just great that he can assist you. There are so many little things to do 
around a house. 

"Watch out for the boiler & clean the pipe to flue to aid the draught" do this in time. 

Well dearest isn't it strange I can not come home but so it seems. There is a lady here who has three chil- 
dren & yet she can not see them since the emotions will be aroused & is contrary to the Doctors advice. Yet 
here children live here in Milwaukee & I presume wish too see their mother as she wishes to see them- 

But I must see you some of these days & when you come have Philip along. I think it just too bad we can not 
all be together for one day. 

Professor Cooper has gone. He did not want to stay longer I hope he is better. Give my love to Violet & to all & 
with kiss to you my dear wife 

yours ever George 


October 9. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Thursday 
My darling Bessie 

I just received the beautiful Poppies you sent for Miss Robinson in return for all of the kindness she has done 
to help in the art work & her assistant in my poor work I have sent you. How perfectly lovely is this beautiful 
flower piece & how like my darling wife in her home at Kenilworth. 

Little does one know what is going to befall them in this life & how much they should appreciate their bless- 
ings when they have them. But be that as it may we have enjoyed our life & each other perhaps more than 
many other people so we should be satisfied & be happy. 

I know Miss Robinson will feel indebted to you for your beautiful gift. But to do a kindness is just like my 
own sweet Bessie. That is your life your way. 

I will not write much today. I hope to see you & Phil before a great while . Please have him accompany you 
when you do come. 

Every thing possible is done here to care for ones comforts. Indeed I feel that I am. given too much & at a sac- 
rifice on your part. 

If I had my way I should be at your side & try to make every one happy especially my dearest girl. 

So let us feel that we are one & although apart yet we are in spirit together. 

With love & kisses to my own true Bessie. 

George 
At side of first page. If there are any neck ties please send them please send all. 


October 13. Letter to Elizabeth... 
Monday 
My dearest Bessie 
I am sending by parcel post laundry that I can send you & thus save a little & yet get them back I think as 
soon as the laundry here. 
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"Baby" is 
Philip's son 
Philip Jr. 


Florence is 
Maher's niece 
Florence Hooker 
(1902-1942} who 
married Richard 
Watts. She was 
the daughter of 
Maher's sister 
Mary (1863- 
1944), also 
mentioned here, 


Another family 
member 
mentioned is 
Maher's brother 
Nathan (1858-?}. 


I send my collars & shirts to the place here. 

I want you to see the socks. Perhaps you had better buy me some new ones or should I get them here since 
these soiled ones are about gone & can hardly be darned or fixed up again. I think the light underwear will not 
answer much longer since it will soon be cold. Have I any other heavier under wear or should I get some here. 

I received the heavy over coat 

Thanks very much it will answer this winter fine 

Have I belt of black color to hold up my trousers I have one of light color but like the darker one, which is in 
my closet, as I remember. 

Dearest when are you & Phil coming up to see me I want both of you if it is possible since it makes me so sad 
to have you come all alone, & go home alone 

The weather is beautiful here but I am afraid it will not last much longer. We should be thankful it has con- 
tinued up to this time. 

I play cards to a certain extent & manage to get a long through the day & evening. My thoughts are homeward 
but of course such a plan is not possible since it would ? entirely too much of a task for you to take care of your 
old husband just now & a nurse would be as expensive as here. Let us hope & pray for a return to our old health 
& happiness. 

With love & kisses George 
At side of first page. 1 have so many neck ties home could you send all of them 


ww 


October 18. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Saturday 
My dearest Bessie 

Your fine sympathetic letter just received it breathed of the darling wife I continually have in my mind back 
home. I know full well that you want to hear from me & I have attempted to properly express my self in former 
letters but it is difficult because of a tired mind "as you know." You do not think I am not normal not moral so 
far as general thinking is concerned but the resorting to medicine is not very natural is it dear? to obtain restful 
sleeping. 

However every thing is being done here to help me of a scientific & kindly nature & while it is of course very 
monotonous yet the sanitarium is the best in the country & I am afraid we are up against it for a time. 

I do want to see both Philip & you as soon as convenient. I really think it would be nice to talk over this prob- 
lem & my darling rest assured that personally I am doing my very best to regain health & strength again. 

I am so glad Philip was out to see you & do hope he will come again tomorrow with Madeleine & the Baby. 

Also pleased with your sketching trip. How enjoyable it is for you & your Father to go out together & obtain 
beautiful remembrances of the early autumn season. 

You mentioned in a former letter about losing weight. Now do you not think you should consult Dr. Cherney. 
I wish I had seen him about this time last year. It would have paid since I would have taken warning. 

Do not worry. Think happy thoughts. Keep up courage & with all my love & with kiss. 

George 
At side of first page. Remember me kindly to Mr and Mrs Nichols 
At side of fourth page. Do not forget socks perhaps also winter ones & the black belt. 


October 23. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Wed. 
My dearest Bessie 

Please excuse the writing paper. I have many envelopes that are not used & after all it is the written words 
that are of consequence. 

Every thing moves the same as usual one tries hard to accustom him self to the monotony & yet it is far better 
than in a place where nothing goes on. I find my card playing too primitive to get me into this past time. Those 
who play cards here have had considerable experience & a sense for cards. 

Yet I manage to do a little of every thing to pass the time away & it certainly drags day by day. But I thank 
God for all my blessings here and for my true beautiful wife. The weather is still fine & this departing foliage 
beautiful. 

I wonder if Florence had her wedding. Have heard not a word about Mary or from her. I would rather of 
course not to enter into correspondence with any one but you as it is rather difficult to keep it up. Perhaps you 
might let me hear about Mary & is Nath well. 

I am still making a few articles & will send them to you when complete one is a wiggly dog for little Phil - 
the dear Boy. 

I am pleased that you go to this guild & keep out and interested in affairs around you. This is a fine time. 
Meet all the people you can dearest. 

In Phil's letter to me recently he said he would come soon. Poor boy he has so much responsibility & not ev- 
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Sources: Maher 
discharge re- 
port, The Mil- 
waukee Sanitar- 
ium, Wauwa- 
tosa, Wisconsin, 
December 14, 
1925. M 
Pickford, fil- 
mography, 
IMDb, down- 
loaded, October 
5, 2000. "Dr. 
Rock Sleyster, 
62, Psychiatrist, 
Is Dead," New 
York Times, 
March 8, 1942. 
Toren Restora- 
tion Hospital, 
historical infor- 
mation, Don 
Wiemer, Ocono- 
ymowoc Lake, 
email, Septem- 
ber 24, 2000. 
Toren Restora- 
tion Hospital, 
photo, "Wald- 
heim," World 
Wide Web site, 
September 2000. 
"Dorothy Ver- 
non of Haddon 
Hall," advertise- 
ment, Wiscon- 
sin theater, The 
Milwaukee 
Journal, Sep- 
tember 3, 1924. 
Rudolph Vir- 
chow, informa- 
tion, 
www.treasure- 
trove.com, and 
Biographie, 
downloaded 
October 5, 2000. 
Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin, His- 
toric Property 
Reconnaissance 
Survey, Mead & 
Hunt, Inc., 
Madison, Wis- 
consin, April 
1996. Milwau- 
kee city directo- 
Ties, 


ery young man must do this very thing. J had to do it & was a bit successful through hard knocks. 

New people come here & old ones go some home & others to sanitariums. I had no idea there was so much 
sickness in the world but I am now in a new phase of life & must content my self as best I can. I know you feel 
this same way & so we must live in this spirit & in hope & be content with our lot in this troublesome world in 
which we live & pray that Heaven will be ours & that we will meet there as we have always hoped in our 
prayers. God I know has not deserted his loved ones or forgotten them. 

In my many thoughts I have wondered about my present sickness & I can clearly see how I was failing. You 
remember when we went to Biloxi some 3 years ago. Well on my return I had lost considerable of my old spirit 
of design & gradually felt a change coming. This may be merely a thought but just the same a change was com- 
ing & if I had been careful may have through let up in work & travel delayed its time. However this is past & 
gone & let it be thus. Dearest do not fail to have Phil with you when you come & with love Kiss ever your 
George 


October 29. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Tuesday 
Dearest Bessie 

I just received your letter & will write at once to let you know that I am working with the Doctor & trying to 
get back to you again. 

I am so glad you caught the 8 o clock train & arrived home safely—we three certainly had a fine time & the 
memory will last long in my mind. Indeed the thought of you my dearest is most wonderful when I can think 
of all your beautiful ways so unselfish & always true. Now please do not think of me as unduly sentimental. Ev- 
ery one will tell you the same. So my dearest you have much to be thankful for in such wonderful traits of 
character 

I hope we can be together again at some future day & I will look forward to it. I had a pretty good rest last 
night & sleep always braces me up so today will not be so bad—& will profit by working hard. 

I am so glad you are interesting your self in good work—such association makes one happier. that is to be 
with others who have the same thought of service. So keep yourself busy doing something & meeting people 

I know dearest one that my love has been deep for you & also that through your help I have been able to do 
the many things accomplished. 

But let us not look backwards the future is yet before us & we must live for it also— 

I would like to look in at Kenilworth just once & see how it all appears. The day is beautiful & it must be 
lovely indeed & just think of how we have seen the small village develop into a considerable place of residence. 
So we have had a real life my dearest & we have both together had much to do in shaping this little suburb of 
neighbors into a thing of beauty 

I look forward when you can come here & take me home as must be done some of these days or when the 
Doctors so advise. 

Every thing moves the same as yesterday here. They have dances Monday night but I seldom attend them. 
They are for the younger people— 

Well dearest we will stand together in this struggle & will win but hope & cheerfulness must be always our 
thought & uppermost in our minds. I have been working in the art shop & will make pretty good progress today. 
Will send you some of the articles very soon 

now with love to you dearest & kiss 

George 


From the same envelope... 
My dearest 

You looked very attractive sunday in your new dress How nice it is to look as you can so easily - 

Now please do not economize in any way my dearest when it comes to "your self" you deserve “all"—so un- 
selfish a person as my dearest must think & be encouraged to think of her own self & comfort and also her fu- 
ture so be careful not to always consider others—at too much a sacrifice 
p.s. I tried a letter yesterday but rewrote it today—but will send them both to let you know I want to write to 
you 


Continues next issue. 
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Shutting down 
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® Gerard and Helen Bichl and Ed- 
ward J. and Dorothy Schager hous- 
es, 1110 (Bich!) and 1040 (Schager} 

Chestnut Street, Wilmette, Illinois. 


Though these nearly matched brick 
houses were a George W. Maher & 
Son project, they are the work of 
Philip Maher. The period style is 
"stripped" pseudo-European. The 
Schager House is "a capacious 
French Renaissance villa," a fami- : 
ly member who grew up there : 
wrote in the 1940s. Look at these ake! 
houses and you don't think George Vy fe 
Maher. But Philip, as we know, 2 0Y SARC NE: ae wey iy Vitter, Sie Lithia oe 
was enamored dtarepch styles, Hike alle i i i Sate te Fie sont 
probably because of his European 
travels after World War I."* 

About the houses, Philip wrote in 
his autobiography: 
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net 
pennants 


L - : 
Philip Maher's Bichl (left) and Schager (right) houses, Wilmette, Illinois. Above, site and floor 
plans. Below, photo by Henry Fuermann. Architectural Record, November 1925. 


I was kept very busy with several 
large houses, such as the 
Sprenger, Bich] and Schager, and 
the Dubbs houses in Kenilworth 
and Wilmette as well as several in 
Lake Forest. The age of the large 
residence was still with us as was 
the small architectural office, and 
I was most fortunate in getting a 
good many of them. 


The illustrations and site plan 
here were with an article with 
many illustrations called "The 


American Country House" in The Archi- American architecture... composed too Kocher sets aside the notion or fear "that 
tectural Record in 1925. The writer was much of cut flowers from Europe." Koch- while we are dressing ourselves up to act 
the architect A. Lawrence Kocher (1885- er responds: old parts, we have no mind for our own 
1969), who in the 1920s headed the archi- times." He also dismisses the "impres- 
tecture program at the University of Vir- The thought that we have leaned sion" that "to be truly American the 
ginia. Kocher is considered a promoter of somewhat heavily upon Old-World style must not partake of ‘archaeological 
the revival of colonial architecture. traditions, to the seeming neglect of echo’ but should derive from the soil and 

our native styles, has made us solici- be native." So much for progressivism 

Kocher begins with mention of another tous and even doubtful whether or not and Frank Lloyd Wright's organicism and 

writer's reference to "that gay parterre of we have made progress on the way to- Maher's concern about indigenous archi- 

ward architectural independence or tecture, or so it would seem. 

whether in fact we possess anything About the two Maher houses, Kocher 


so tangible as a traditional and histori wrote, "Plots of ground may be developed 
8 a gr Y P 
cal development in country house ar- jointly by two neighbors with a resulting 
Me be eee eat eas chitecture. effect of uniformity and spaciousness. 
during World War I, and their first-hand familiari- ‘ This was done with two dwellings at Wil- 
ty with the prototypes probably helped popularize On his way to a full-fledged support of — mette, Illinois, by Philip B. Maher, who 
the style." eclectic, other-influenced architecture, successfully connected two residences by 
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Garden between Philip Maher's Bich! and Schager houses, Wilmette, Illinois. Photo, Henry 


Fuermann, Architectural Record, November 1925. 


a..." That's where page 411 ends. And, 
because of a proofreading error or per- 
haps a binding mistake, that's all we 
have of Mr. Kocher on Philip Maher. 
Pages and pages of photographs of hous- 
es accompanied Kocher's essay. The 
houses are by at least 25 different archi- 
tects, most of them unfamiliar to me. Of 
these, two more are in the Chicago sub- 
urbs, one in Kenilworth and the other in 
Lake Forest. The latter is by Chicago ar- 
chitect David Adler, who is familiar to 


me. 


Exterior. In a 1988 book published by 


the Junior League of Evanston, one of the 
houses is described: "The elegant GJ. 
Bichl House has historical reference in 
its molded Tudor chimneys with chim- 
ney pots, leaded glass and diamond 
brickwork. Yet those characteristics are 
so abstracted, so stripped down, that the 
building appears almost modern in its 
sophisticated severity." 

More recently, in a Wilmette landmark 
application, a writer noted Philip's use 
of a vine and leaf pattern on the outside 
of the Bichl House. "The decorative pat- 
tern can be found in cut stone and the 
blind arches over both the front entrance, 


garage doors, and at the tops of the 
brick driveway piers." The writer 
said this was Philip's "interpreta- 
tion and application of his father 
George's motif-rhythm theory of 
ornament." 

| Again, from the book from the 
Junior League of Evanston, "Philip 
Maher had the ability to draw from 
| Classical or Medieval precedents, 
absorb the influence of his father's 
architecture and create a personal 
synthesis that appealed to a fash- 
ionable clientele.” 


Interior. Our best look at one of 
the interiors is a sales brochure 
written by a Schager son in the 
1940s when the family was selling 
the house at 1040 Chestnut. 

Furnishing sources are noted: 
® Victor Perlman, original pattern 
for the light fixtures. 

@ Johnson Meier Company, maker 
of bronze and wrought-iron banis- 
ters, grills, balconies, other decora- 
tive and service fixtures. 

© Baumann & Poe, walnut panel- 
ing for reception hall, all other 
woodwork. 

Light mattered for the Schagers. 
"The rooms are all bright," wrote 
Edward Schager, "There are twenty 
French doors on the first floor 
alone, each opening to some new 
view of the garden." 

Much is made of devices for deal- 
ing with servants. "Servant signal 
buttons conveniently located in ev- 
ery room, with automatic register 
to show where service is wanted." 
And: "Behind a grill in the recep- 
tion hall, a six-tone dinner chime 
is electronically controlled from 
the butler's pantry." And in the 
butler's pantry and kitchen: "Electric 
plate-warmer, electric dish-washer, a 
combination gas and electric range with 
commodious grill and oven. An electric 
exhaust fan keeps the kitchen fresh and 
odor-free." Plus about the hotwater gas 
heat: "The system is equipped with the 
newest automatic water circulator and 
fuel saver. Minneapolis-Honeywell ther- 
mostats keep the temperature constant in 
every quarter of the house." And for 
cleaning: "Every room has a concealed 
vacuum cleaner outlet, power by a high- 
speed vacuum motor permanently in- 
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stalled in the basement." 

The house was sturdy, well-built. 
"Steel, brick, concrete, insulation, sound- 
proof walls... nothing has been spared in 
workmanship and materials to make the 
inherent beauty of this home perma- 
nent.” 

Schager concluded that the family had 
invested $241,986 in the house, and that 
with equipment and the gardens, the val- 
ue was about $500,000. 


Grounds. These, too, were described in 
the Schager House brochure. "Its tiled 


and sun-deck terraces open into a panora- 
ma of pools, flowers, full bearing fruit 
trees, and rare blossom trees... Within 
these beautiful gardens is a champion- 
ship tennis court, a broad, deep, open 
swimming pool from which a sparkling 
rock garden brook winds its way through 
lily pool cascades, and spills into a foun- 
tain pool at the foot of the formal sunken 
gardens." The house had two dressing 
rooms for swimming and tennis. Each 
was for six persons and had a shower. 


For whom. The clients for the two Phil- 


Schager (top) and Bich! (below) houses —« 
today, both with altered entrances. 


ip Maher houses were relatives. Helen “© 


Bichl and Dorothy Schager were sisters, 
daughters of Wendelin (1828-1896) and 
his second wife Agnes (1841-1919) Seng. 
The Sengs had a large family. Besides 
Helen and Dorothy (Dora), there were 
Francis, Frank J., Wendelin, Julius, 
Rose, Frances and Agnes. Many of these 
were involved directly or through 
spouses with the Seng family business, 
W. Seng & Co, a maker of furniture 
hardware. 

The elder Wendelin founded the com- 
pany in 1872. Born in Germany, Wen- 
delin and six siblings came to America. 
A weaver in Germany, Wendelin ar- 
rived in Chicago in 1856, where he 
was, chronologically, a laborer, an up- 
holsterer and mattress maker with a 
substantial business by the 1870s. In 
the year of the company's founding, 


— ae 
—_ 
S 
& 
Calvary Cemetery. Seng family plot 
is at top near Lake Michigan. It's in —_ 


Y left of center road. 
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and not 
long after 
Chicago's 
great fire of 
1871, Seng 
patented a 
cast-iron 
- for fold- 
g bed 
lounges. He 
soon had, according to 
Sharon Darling in her histo- 
ry of Chicago furniture, pat- 
ents for devices used on 
rocking chairs, reclining 
chairs, extension tables and 
other more. Seng specialties 
included hinges and legs 
for folding lounges, swivel 
supports for office chairs, and springs for 
platform rockers, reclining chairs and 
mattresses. The company introduced 
metal bed rails. In 1892, Seng, in bad 
health, retired and his son Frank became 


president. The company prospered, 
moved on to steel. Purchased by Hoover 


Ball and Bearing of Detroit in 1971, Seng 
has been part of Johnson Controls of Mil- 
waukee since 1985. 

Daughter Helen was in her early 50s 
and Dorothy in her mid-40s when they 
and their spouses worked with Philip 
Maher. Gerard Bich] was secretary of the 

™» Seng Co., and Edward Schager was also 
with the company. The Bichls had a son 
Francis and three daughters, Agnes, Dor- 
othy and Helen, and the Schagers had 


freee ii i 


i TAHT VETTE 


three sons, Edward, Seng Anton and Ri- 
chard and an adopted daughter Margaret. 
One more family matter: Frank Seng 
married Gerard Bichl's sister Barbara. 
Seng descendants are bothered—as I 


was and am confused—by two quick bits 
of information in the Junior League of 


Evanston 1988 book about Chicago North 
Shore houses. They're both in this sen- 
tence: "The houses were built by a father 
for his two daughters and are connected 
by a tunnel." The first bother is the fa- 
ther. The relatives say he couldn't have 
built the two houses or paid for them be- 
cause he died in 1896.* This matter of 
father Wendelin Seng's involvement was 
the prompter for my at-length survey of 
the Sengs. A Schager daughter-in-law 


Top, graves of Wendelin and Agnes 
Seng. 

Center, Gerard and Helen Bichl. 
Below, Edward and Dorothy Schager. 
GWMQ. 


wrote me, "They were built by the fami- 
lies of Edward Joseph Schager and Ger- 
ard Bichl. Dorothy Seng Schager and 
Helen Seng Bich! were sisters, and 
wives of the above." For the record, she 
has sent this information to the present 
owners and the Wilmette Historical So- 
ciety. The other bother is the tunnel. 
About the tunnel, I received this: 


There has long been a "story" that the 
two homes were connected by a tun- 
nel, the purpose of which was to fa- 
cilitate the people of the west house 
getting (during inclement weather) to 
the east house which contained a 
chapel... for Sunday mass said by a 
priest of St. Francis Xavier Church in 
Wilmette. After mass, Fr. (Bernard) 
Brady stayed for an extended break- 
fast with the families. Upon talking 
with Mary Schager (wife of the son of 
Edw. J. Schager}, she assures me this 
story is true, EXCEPT for the tunnel! 
She pointed out that the gardens be- 
tween the houses were of the sunken 
variety. Mary (whom I understand 
has already written to you) also vol- 
unteered that the homes had their 
own water well and a lawn/garden 
sprinkling system which used uti- 
lized water from the swimming pool. 


Mary Schager wrote this about the 
chapel and the organ: "In our home one 
of the bedrooms was designated for a 
family chapel and was visited by bishops 
and priests during the Eucharistic Con- 
gress in 1926. A theater size Aeolian pipe 
organ was in the living room with a won- 
derful collection of oil paintings." She 
told me the Aeolian is still in the Schager 
House. Its pipes are in the walls from 
basement to the second floor. 


* One relative conjectured, "His wife, 
Agnes, died in 1919 so it is possible that 
the 1/7th of the Company's stock which 
each child (I'm assuming) received 
might have been used to help finance the 
construction. I am told that each hus- 
band also ‘had money in his right.'" By 
1923 there were six children, not seven; 
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Schager. Above, living room about 1940. Below, dining room. Photos, 
The Residence of Dorothy M. Schager, private collection. 


three of the nine had died. 


Long-lived. Of the five principals here, 
Helen (1871-1968) at 96 was the second 
longest lived. Helen's last home was the 
Georgian Hotel at Hinman and Davis in 
Evanston, Illinois, a Georgian revival- 
style repository for the wealthy. Helen's 
funeral was at St. Francis Xavier Church 
in Wilmette. Her husband Gerard (b. 
1871) died in 1952. Dorothy (b. 1878) died 
in 1952, her husband Edward (b. 1872) in 
1936, All are buried in Calvary Ceme- 
tery in Evanston. Philip Maher died in 
1981. 


Seng family. Casting about for descen- 
dants of this large family, I searched the 
Web and came up with several Sengs and 
Schagers. I wrote. After several weeks, I 


heard from 
two of 
them, the 
already 
mentioned 
Mary 
Schager, 
widow of 
Dorothy 
and Ed- 
ward's son 
Edward, 
and John 
Seng, a 
cousin de- 
scended 
John Tho- 
mas Seng 
(1830-94), a 
brother of 
Wendelin. 
They provid- 
ed much of 
the family 
information 
here. When 
I was in 
Chicago for 
the Hutchin- 
son Street 
evening Sep- 
tember 9, I 
phoned Mrs. 
Schager 
{pronounced 
"shah-ger," 
she told me) 
and asked 
where the 
family is buried in Calvary, a large cem- 
etery stretching flat from Lake Michigan 
to Chicago Avenue. She said look "50 feet 
from the fence,” the fence being the one 
next to Sheridan Road. We visited Calva- 
ry and found many more Sengs and de- 
scendants there. Wendelin and Agnes 
and three children who died young, son 
Francis (1865-1868], Frances (1867-1901) 
and Agnes (1875-1893). It's always sur- 
prising and saddening to read the stones 
of those dying at age 3 or in their teens 
or as young adults. There, too, are Frank 
J. (1869-1946), his wife Barbara (1873- 
1973}, and the other Seng daughter Rose 
Barton (1880-1972) and her husband 
Charles (1877-1932). There are grandchil- 
dren as well. 


Kocher. As for A. Lawrence Kocher, he 


went on, with Albert Frey, to design ex- 
perimental houses. One of these was the 
prefabricated Aluminaire House for the 
Allied Arts and Building Products Exhi- 
bition in New York in 1931. He wrote a 
book about restored Williamsburg, Virgin- 
ia. He was described as a "visionary ar- 
chitect." 


Why so much. Because there is much 
primary material, all of it contributing to 
a period picture. 


Sources: "The American Country House," A. 
Lawrence Kocher, The Architectural Record, No- 
vember 1925. An Architectural Album: Chicago's 
North Shore, Susan Benjamin, editor, Junior 
League of Evanston, Inc., Evanston, Illinois, 1988. 
Autobiography, Philip B. Maher, unpublished, 
March 21, 1978. Correspondence and interview, 
Mary M. Schager, Winnetka, Illinois, August 28 
and September 25, 2000, and John D. Seng, Glen- 
view, Illinois, September 10 and 25, 2000. Obitu- 
ary, Helen S. Bichl, Evanston Review, September 
26, 1968. Chicago Furniture, Art, Craft & Industry, 
1833-1983, Sharon Darling, Chicago Historical So- 
ciety, W.W. Norton & Company, New York, 1984. 
"Ideological Origins of the Williamsburg Restora- 
tion," Danielle Hall, University of Virginia, Amer- 
ican Studies web site, downloaded June 16, 2000. 
"The Residence of Dorothy M. Schager," Edward 
Schager, sales brochure, privately published, c . 
1944, A. Lawrence Kocher, information available 
on World Wide Web. Families information from 


North Shore directories for 1922-23, 1925, 1927, 
1929. 


1924 
Club, park, houses 


These are designs from George W. Maher 
& Son, Architects. One more design for 
Gary, Indiana, would follow in 1925. 


® Country club design. 


The source for this is the 1924 Chicago 
Architectural League exhibition. An uni- 
dentified country club was one of four 
entries for Maher & Son. The country 
club was not illustrated in the catalog. 


Source: Collection, Art Institute of Chicago. 
© Gary gateway, Gary, Indiana. 


The Gary gateway was Gary's response to 
the City Beautiful movement of the early 
20th century. First proposed by George 
and Philip, it was modified by Philip af- 
ter George's death in 1926. The intent 
throughout was to provide a landscaped 
space between the government buildings 
and the railroad tracks. 
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. © Harry and Clara 
Lynn House, originally 
631 Pleasant Avenue, 
now 635 Wayland Ave- 
eNnue, Kenilworth. 


The Lynn House is a 
red brick bungalow, 
suitably sized for its 
neighborhood of "mod- 
estly-scaled houses," as 
the Kenilworth guide to 
Maher puts it. It's a 
comfortable looking 
house with a bit of arts 
and crafts swagger to it. 
Minus the front gable 
and the dormer nearby, 
the house could be 
ranch style. There is lit- 
tle evidence of George 
having been involved 
much here. 

Harry Lynn was a gro- 
cer; he owned the Kenil- 
worth Store. 

Directories show Harry and Clara in 
the house in 1925, 1927, and 1929, Har- 
ry dead and she there alone in 1931, 

-~, and Clara moved nearby to 530 Exmoor 
and living Lucius and Martha Lynn. 

Clara was a suicide in 1940. The 
Evanston newspaper reported that she 
was found in her apartment "hovered 
over a gas range with her head covered 
by a blanket. Lights were burning and 
a canary bird carefully covered in an 
adjoining room was found still alive.” A 
coroner's jury found "that Mrs. Lynn 
had taken her life while temporarily in- 
sane." 

At some point, unknown as yet to me, 
Lynn sold the store to his brother-in- 
law, Otto Grabo, who when Clara died 
was living in Glencoe. 

The details on family history here 
need more tying together. 


Sources: "Found Dead in Kitchen," Evanston 
Review, March 14, 1940. Obituary, Clara Grabo 
Lynn, Evanston Review, Evanston, Illinois, March 
14, 1940. George Washington Maher in Kenil- 
worth. Joseph Sears and his Kenilworth, Colleen 
Browne Kilner, Kenilworth Historical Society, 2nd 
edition, 1990. North shore directories. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly @ July-September 2000 @ 19 


Chicago 

® Dollars, advocates. An elegant but 
warm evening brought 250 people to the 
Hutchinson Street Landmark District for a 
Pleasant Home Foundation fund-raiser 
September 9. We were there. The program 
was short speeches, awards, dinner, house 
touring and desert. Lois Weisberg, Chica- 
go's cultural commissioner and owner of a 
Maher house, spoke. She said she bought 
her house 40 years ago and didn't know 
the architect was George Maher. "Today it 
would be impossible to buy a house and 
not know it was by George Maher," said 
Weisberg. Anthony Jones, president of the 
School of the Art Institute, described Ma- 
her as "brilliantly normal." About Maher's 
Pleasant Home (1897}, the reason for the 
evening, Jones said, "A great deal is yet to 
be done to let the house tell its whole sto- 
ry." Total restoration is estimated to cost 
about $3 million—$2.5 for the interior, 
$511,000 for the exterior. Awards were giv- 
en: John Hedges for 20-plus years’ com- 
mitment to preserving Pleasant Home, ar- 
chitectural historian Kathleen Cummings 
for dedication to increasing awareness of 
Maher, and the Chicago Architecture 


Foundation and Mary Dawson and Mary 
Alice Molloy for their Hutchinson Street 
tours. Four of the five Maher houses on 
the street were opened. We went into the 
Brackebush (1909) and Scales (1894) hous- 
es for the first time. At the end, Pleasant 
Home Director Mary Beth Blatner seemed 
pleased. We enjoyed a talk with her hus- 
band, architect Tim Blatner. 

® Medinah, Tree Studios. City funds of 
up to $12.5 million are part of a plan to 
save the Medinah Temple (1913, Huehl & 
Schmid, Chicago, architects) and the Tree 
Studios (1894, Parfitt Bros., Bauer & Hill, 
Hill & Woltersdorf} next to the former 
Shrine shrine. Bauer and Hill were the ar- 
chitects George Maher worked for when 
he moved to Chicago as a teenager (an age 
describer probably not used when Maher 
was one}.* We should say Maher joined 
The temple and most likely the studios, 
which are spaces for artists, had been 
demolition bound. Protests, outcrys. In 
1999 the World Monuments Fund, the Chi- 
cago Tribune reported at the end of Au- 
gust, "placed it (the two buildings} on a list 
of the 100 most endangered manmade 
structures of significance in the world, 
contending it was as imperiled as the ruins 


* Our late 19th century Webster's dictionary shows 
Teens, Teeny, Teenage, the latter a noun meaning 
"the longer word for making or mending fences." 
No teenager. . 


Pleasant 
Home as 
pictured in 
Chicago 
Tribune 
September 3, 
2000. Also 
shown: 
Mosser 
(1902) and 
Lake (1904) 
houses on 
Hutchinson 
Street and the 
Magerstadt 
House (1908) 
on the south 
ee A 

otos by 
Sudith 
Bromley. A 
short story by 
Lisa Skolnik 
was attached. 
Bigtime 
coverage for 
Maher. 


of Pompeii." Mayor Richard Daley disliked 
the idea of destroying the buildings and 
using their site, which is just off North 
Michigan Avenue, for a residential tower. 
Who else got involved we can only imag- 
ine. The plan now is to spend about $64 
million, most of that from the private His- 
toric Preservation Associates, to gut Medi- 


- nah for a Bloomingdale's home furnishings 


store and to retain Tree for art studios and 
art-related businesses... Artists living in 
the Tree Studios have objected. Barton 
Faist said, "Why not admit it—it's going to 
be another shopping mall and another piz- 
zeria. We're losing the soul of the build- 
ings"... Construction could begin as early 
as November. 


Sources: "Artists of Tree Studios fighting to keep 
homes," Chicago Tribune, September 6, 2000. "City 
throws lifeline to 2 landmarks," Chicago Tribune, 
August 30, 2000. 


Kenilworth, Illinois 

The Kenilworth Historical Society Board 
has approved the purchase of information 
about Jens Jensen's landscape designs for 
homes and public spaces in Kenilworth. 
"The collection of pictures, currently 
owned and maintained by the Bentley Li- 
brary located at University of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor, will compliment the current 
KHS file on architect George Maher," ac- 
cording to the society newsletter for Au- 
gust 2000. Jensen did all the Kenilworth 
parks and several Maher-designed build- 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly @ July-September 2000 e 20 


xe 


a 


~ ings. Board member Chris 
Poggianti Schulman said, 
"We are a Jensen museum as 
well as a Maher museum. 

‘m happy that the Board 
agreed that these plans will 
be a valuable resource for fu- 
ture research as interest in 
both Maher and Jensen de- 
signs continues to grow." 


Oak Park, Illinois 


@ Illinois First... has grant- 
ed the Pleasant Home Foun- 
dation $100,000, Illinois First 
is Governor George Ryan's 
initiative to help preserve 
historic resources. That 
amount plus $150,000 from 
the Illinois State Museum 
with a match by the Park 
District of Oak Park will pay 
for exterior work on the 
house, including roofing, 
soffit and fascia work and an 
lift at the back for handi- 
capped accessibility. 

® See Chicago. The Pleas- 
ant Home Foundation raised 
$60,000, before expenses, at 
its September 9 gala. 

© Gifts. In the Pleasant 
Home gift shop, look for a 
"decorative panel... repro- 
duced from the original cor- 
nice detail of the Pleasant 
Home library." Circle and 
square motifs on it. Costs 
$20. Also available a medal- 
lion at $180. 


@ Arts and crafts next. Oc- 
= tober 21-22 are the dates for 
"An Arts and Crafts Event" 
sponsored by the Pleasant 
Home Foundation and the 


Continued on page 23 


Jeffrey. Stuccoed house entrance. GWMQ. 


Jeffrey House windows, entrance emerge at 
Chicago architectural remnant store 


tease 8A 


Jeffrey. Painted entrance door back of leaning group. 
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Now the Jeffrey House (c. 1910) 
in Glencoe, Illinois, is gone, and 
we, alerted by a Quarterly read- 
er (many thanks to our alert 
readers), found some of its parts 
at a remains store in Chicago. 
The Jeffrey House is the second 
Maher house in the Chicago 
area to be demolished in recent 
years. The other was the Gil- 
man House (1888) in Chicago's 
Kenwood neighborhood. Anoth- 
er recent demolition was the 
Wausau library (1905-06). By 
way of contrast, no Frank Lloyd 
Wright building has been de- 
stroyed in the last 11 years, as 
we read in this morning's pa- 
per, with the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Conservancy, which was 
meeting in Minneapolis, taking 
some credit. The conservancy 
was founded 11 years ago as, in 
part, an organization for the 
owners of Wright buildings. 
How about a Maher Conservan- 
cy? 

Destruction of the Jeffrey 
House came after the owner 


Clockwise from top: . 
® Jeffrey House windows. 

On display at Architectural 
Artifacts. 

@ Jeffrey House, on site. ~ 
@ Bathroom windows, 

destined for museum? 


© $16,000 price fae 
@ \Windows on landing of 
house. 


GWMQ. 


John Kuhnen sold the house 
to a developer who wanted 
it to tear it down. Another 
bidder, who offered $10,000 
less than the bidder, wanted 
the house as a family home 
but failed to arrange financ- 
ing. The Glencoe Historic 
Preservation Commission 
tried to influence Kuhnen. 
"We got nowhere," said 
Chair Ellen Shubart. 


The destruction in April and the struggle that 
went before have had an impact on Glencoe's 
zoning ordinance. It's been modified to reduce 
the ratio of floor space to lot size, and the height 
of a basement level showing above ground. The 
point is to encourage restoration rather than 
demolition. 

The Annie and John Jeffrey House, 810 Green- 
leaf Avenue, was designed for a contractor who 
also built several Maher houses. It was a spare 
stuccoed version of the Farson House (1897) in 
Oak Park, Illinois, meaning a more or less 
square shape with a full porch at the front. The 
7,000 or so square feet inside was mostly flowing 
space. When we visited, most of the interior was 
painted white. 

We saw five of the art glass windows at Archi- 
tectural Artifacts, 4325 North Ravenswood. Two 


—_ 
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of them used to be at either 
side of the front entrance. 
Patrick Ottesen told us these 
are being reserved for a muse- 
the store plans to open. 
The other three from the 
stairway landing are/were for 
sale for $16,000. Maher used 
his motif-rhythm theory (nat- 
ural motif + geometric motif 
= rhythm) in a limited way in 
the Jeffrey House. For nature, 
he deployed the thistle and 
for geometry, a slight McIn- 
toshian curve, ? McIntosh 
(dates) being the Scottish ar- 


chitect. Both show in the win- | 


dows at Architectural Arti- 
facts. The store had one other 
window with a segmental or 
flattened arch marked "proba- 
bly George Maher" and 
priced at $4,200. I don't 
think so. 

Also at Architectural Arti- 
facts, and sadly so, was a 
chunk of the stucco front. It 
was the entrance. As it had 
been on the Jeffrey House, 


oie large section was outside, 


ot far from a big Wonder En- 
riched Bread sign. Its side 
windows were, as mentioned, 
inside. It's door, plus the inte- 
rior door formerly just be- 
hind it, was upstairs. All are 
shown. 

We can't help but wonder 
how it came to this. We didn't 
really expect it. 


Sources: Interviews, Ellen Shubart, 
Glencoe Historic Preservation Com- 


mission, September, October 2000. ” 


Back issues. Site visit, September 9, 
2000. Information: Architectural 
Artifacts web site, 773-348-0622. 


Continued from page 21 
Unity Temple Restoration 
Foundation, the latter group 
raising money for Frank Lloyd 
Wright's Unity Temple (1905- 
08). On the program: arts and 
crafts works at Crab Tree 
Farm, Lake Bluff; tour of Pleas- 
ant Home, Unity Temple and 
houses by other Prairie School 
architects; demonstrations of 
art glass restoration and stencil- 
ing; cocktail receptions; food. 
Information 708-383-2654. 

® Publisher. The foundation 
is publishing two books with 
$10,000 in grants from the Illi- 
nois Department of Natural Re- 
sources and the Illinois State 
Museum. One will be a chil- 
dren's book about Pleasant 
Home, the other a Pleasant 
Home guide with six pages on 
the work of George Maher. 
Kathy Cummings is preparing 
the Maher section. 

© Students... from the School 
of the Art Institute are prepar- 
ing measured drawings of 
Pleasant Home's first floor. 
The contribution is a class 
project arranged by an Art In- 
stitute who had a retreat at the 
house earlier this year. "One 
thing leads to another,” said 
Director Mary Beth Blatner. 


Wausau, Wisconsin 
The Marathon County Histori- 
cal Society has begun replant- 
ing the Yawkey Garden (1910) 
with plants specified by its de- 
signers Morell & Nichols, Min- 
neapolis. The garden sits next 
to the Yawkey House (1900, 
Van Ryn and de Gelleke, Mil- 
waukee, architects) which 
George Maher remodeled in 
1907-08. Anthony Morell and 
Arthur Nichols, for whom the 
garden was one of their first 
after becoming partners in 
1909, specified more than 
2,000 plants in 110 varieties for 
the garden, which combines a 
formal setting with a pool and 
pergola and another more in- 
formal part. The historical soci- 
ety owns the Yawkey House 
and Garden and also the Wood- 
son House (1913-14) across the 
street. The Woodson House 
was designed by Maher for the 
Yawkeys' daughter Leigh and 
her husband Aytchmonde 
Woodson. The society has pub- 
lished a new brochure about 
the garden. Photos, a site plan 
and abridged planting lists are 
included. Among the herba- 
ceous perennials: pink yarrow, 
white yarrow, monk's hood, 
false chamomile, Persian blue 
bell, moonpenny daisy, tick- 
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| Kenil- 
+ worth 
* | Hall. 
For 
sale in 
Kenil- 
worth 
for $2 
mil- 
lion- 
plus. 
Built in 
1891 as 
sub- 
urb's 
first 
girls’ 
school, 
GWMOQ, 


seed, sneeze weed. More infor- 
mation: Marathon County His- 
torical Society, 403 McIndoe 
Street, Wausau, Wisconsin 
54403. 


For sale 


@ Art glass. Three windows 
from the Jeffrey House (c. 1910) 
in Glencoe, Illinois, for sale for 
$16,000. See previous. 


® Real estate. For $2,075,000, 
Kenilworth Hall designed in 
1891 by George Maher and to- 
tally altered to approximately 
its present appearance in the 
early 20th century. The house 
at 303 Cumnor Road in Kenil- 
worth, Illinois, was originally 
the new suburb's school for 
girls. The school belonged to 
Mrs. Babcock whose house, an- 
other Maher design of 1891, 
used to be just next door. Infor- 
mation realtor John Phillips at 
847-441-6300. 


® Silver. Open salt, with glass 
liner, and pepper. As described 
on the web site for Historical 
Design in New York: "Hand- 
wrought sterling with repousse 
lily motif and conjoined ini- 
tials: E.G.K. Executed in 'Mar- 
tele’ silver by the Gorham Sil- 


ver Co., Providence, R.I." 
The silver was designed by 
Maher for "Rockledge," the 
home of Ernest and Grace 
(Watkins) King above the 
Mississippi River near Hom- 
er, Minnesota. 


Source: Historical Design web site 
at www.historicaldesign.com 


Media 


Chicago Tribune 
"Dream homes of the rich 
and famous," a themed issue 
of the July 19 Tribune, in- 
cluded the Nickerson House 
(1888, Burling and White- 
house, Chicago, architects} at 
40 East Erie Street. The 
house, which Maher (who is 
not mentioned in the story; 
neither is the original archi- 
tect} remodeled in 1900, has 
30 rooms and 25,000 square 
feet of space. The house cost 
Samuel Nickerson $450,000, 
which at today's prices 
could be as much as $50 
million. 


E1646 


Email 

From Nedlands, Australia, 
August 1. "A colleague... re- 
cently and kindly supplied 
me with a copy of the Janu- 
ary-March 2000 number of 
your quarterly. Of supreme 
interest to me—owing to my 
research on the lives and 
works of Walter Burley Grif- 
fin and Marion Mahony 
Griffin—was your article on 
"What Maher wrought in 
Winnetka." Might you please be able to 
supply me with a photo-copy of the news- 
paper article you cite from the 25 January 
1914 'Chicago Sunday Tribune’? I would 
greatly appreciate this and acknowledge 
your assistance in print." I sent a copy. 


N. W, University, Gymnasium, Evanston, Il. 


eae 


Inland Architect November! 
December 1984 


A couple of issues ago, we mentioned the 
Chicago architect Russell Walcott (1889-) as 
one of the destructors of the early 20th centu- 
ry progressive style. Russell and his architect 
brother Chester both designed in retro period 
styles. We're not changing our mind. But we 
did read this in the November/December 
1984 issue of Inland Architect, this being a 
conversation recalled by Paul Schweikher 


PATTEN GYMNASIUM, NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY, EVANSTON, ILL, 


Postcards. 2 views of Patten Gymnasium. 
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Built in 1908-09 at Northwestern 
University, Evanston, Illinois, Patten 
Gymnasium was demolished in 
1940, Neither postcard is dated, 
though the top one is obviously the 
older. Note plants, trees. The top 
one was mailed from Winnetka, Illi- 
nois, to Independence, Iowa, in 
1914, 


Sources. Top, none listed. Bottom, 
J.O. Stoll Co., Chicago. 
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(1903-), another Chicago architect. Schweiker had just re- 
turned from extended travels in Europe 1929-30, and he 
went to work for Walcott. Here is Schweikher's recollec- 
tion: 


I went to Russ Walcott. Russ kept me standing there 
talking about the Wiener Werkstatte, Weissenhofsied- 
lung, and the Van Nelle tobacco factory. He said, 
"That's the architecture of the future, Paul, isn't it?" I 
said, "Well, I think so." I remember Walcott never got 
that out of his head because he always talked to me 
with the greatest respect after that. He went on doing 
those nice Tudor houses, but his heart was no longer in 
it. 


For reference. The Wiener Werkstatte was an Austrian 
movement, part of the art nouveau style. The Weissenhof 
Siedlung was a housing exhibition in Stuttgart, Germany, in 
1926-27, with Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, Walter Gropius 
and others contributing designs for single family houses. 
The van Nelle tobacco factory (1926-30, Brinkman & Van 
der Vlugt with Mark Stam, architects} is in Rotterdam, Hol- 
land.. 


Sources: Modern Architecture in Europe, Dennis]. De Witt and Eliza- 
beth R. De Witt, E.P. Dutton, New York, 1987. "A Regale of Tales,” in- 
terview by Betty Blum, Inland Architect, November-December 1984. 
Publication found at Kohler Art Library, University of Wisconsin-Madi- 
son. 


Letter 


Krom Wilmette, Illinois, September 10. "Some time back I 


ran across a flyer on the Maher quarterly which you edit. It 
looked intriguing.” He wanted information. We sent it. 


Old-House Journal 

@ Pleasant Home. The Farson House in Oak Park was 
pictured in the Old-House Journal's September-October 
2000 issue. Words about it: "(Frank Lloyd) Wright wasn't 
the only innovative architect working in Oak Park, howev- 
er. Just south of downtown is Pleasant Home, an 1897 Prai- 
rie-style mansion designed by George W. Maher. The Na- 
tional Register property is named for its site at the corner 
of Pleasant Street and Home Avenue." The story called 
"Towns of the Prairie School" was a tour guide to Oak Park, 
River Forest and Riverside. 

® Arch. The September-October issue included this defini- 
tion for the "flattened arch": 


If the seminal invention of ancient Rome is the segmen- 
tal (semicircular or semi-ovoid) arch, then its medieval 
twin is the Gothic (pointed) arch. Two curved members 
that meet at an apex, the Gothic arch was the building 
block of the dark ages, and the basis of vaults in count- 
less cathedrals. In the hands of Gothic Revival design- 
ers, however, the pointed arch became a decorative 
form far beyond its structural uses. In windows it was 
repeated or compressed solely to play upon the church- 


Continued on page 28 


Touring Michigan's edges 


In early August we drove north through Wisconsin to Michigan's Up- 
per Peninsula and on to that state's West Coast, then Chicago and 
home again. Because of our dawdling and stops at fruit stands and so 
forth, we missed seeing any number of people we'd planned to visit 
maybe. 


Calumet, searching for Bajari 

Our first stop in the U.P. was the Keweenaw Peninsula where we 
searched for references to an obscure architect named William Bajari 
(1884-1940). We found him buried in Lakeview Cemetery outside Cal- 
umet. We also found his parents' home. Bajari was briefly partners 
with the better-known Percy Dwight Bentley (1885-1968) in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, about 1911. Both attended the Armour Institute (now Illi- 
nois Institute of Technology) in Chicago and studied architecture 
there. Bajari returned to Chicago after La Crosse, where he drew for 
the movie palace architects Graven and Mayger. We know that Bentley 
left, too, defected from the Prairie School and made full-blown colo- 
nial houses in Minneapolis or St. Paul and on the West Coast. 


On to Ishpeming & potential theme park 

Dropping by Maher's mine shaft houses (1919) for the Cleveland-Cliffs 
Iron Company, we met Dave Korpi (or was it Bret French?) who de- 
scribed himself as a general handyman. He's one of the people who 
want to make a Marquette Range Iron Mining Heritage Theme Park 
which would include the two Maher shaft houses. 


Ishpe- 
ming. 
Sha 
cover 
with 
carved 
Cleve- 
land- 
Cliffs 
logo. 


Geo. W. Maher Quarterly @ July-September 2000 @ 25 


Stop in Sault Ste. Marie 
We stopped at the two almost side-by-side Ma- 
her houses from 1906. The Murdock House 
(shown below) was getting a new garage; an ear- 
lier one, a little frame building, not by Maher, 
had been removed. Most of our time was spent 
in the Ferguson House; we hadn't been inside 
before. The owners are being true to the intents 
of Maher and his client Robert Ferguson. The 
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Ishpeming. Shaft house with theme park sign. GWMQ. 


Ferguson. 

Right top, 
onteaniee. hall 
fireplace. 
Right below, 
living room 
fireplace. 
Space for art 
unfilled. 


Ferguson. Circle-motifed bay with window seat. 2nd floor 


fib aagry 


gecom Landin window from entrance hall. 
"Man of the North" design, not Maher's. 


fixture. 


Ferguson. Living room light 


ago Finding original 
paint colors, Back entrance 
now enclosed in garage. 


house is the third version of the Barratt 
House (1896) in Kenilworth, Illinois. The 
second is the Popenoe House (1898), To- 


peka, Kansas. The owners have a set of 


uson. Landing window from 2nd floor 
fol way. 


Barratt House blue- 
prints—corrected for 
the Fergusons. They've 
replaced some windows 


long covered over, have 
searched for dining 


room art glass taken 
elsewhere by another 
owner. Our tour showed 
that Ferguson had a 
mind of his own and 
grafted classical details 
on to Maher's simpler 
plan. Much more elabo- 


rate than Maher is the stained glass window above the entrance hall. Not 
Maher's, it features a character the owners called the "Man of the 


North," also griffins, shields and torches. 
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Gary, Indiana 


We visited Gary's Lake Michigan beach because we'd been 
told that drastic things are being done to the Gary Bathing 
Beach Pavilion (1921). The reports were that the building 
was being damaged. What I saw was an altered building 


Ferguson. Bedroom fireplace. 2nd floor. 
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being used for 
purposes appar- 
ently wanted by 
the community. 
The bathing pa- 
vilion generally 
has the overall 
appearance of 
what Maher de- « 
signed. But with 
one former dress- 
ing area enclosed 
for a Tuskegee 
flyers museum 
and meeting 
place, and the 
other dressing 
area still in semi- 
ruins, the build- 
ing no longer 
functions as he 
intended. It 
hasn't functioned as such for many years. 
The photos here show the entrance to the 
Tuskegee area, which commemorates black 
military pilots from World, which mimics 
Maher's "G" design for "Gary" elsewhere on 


the pavilion. Below: Top, main pavilion seen . 
from beachside with Tuskegee area at left; 
bottom, unrestored dressing area. 
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“T Continued from 
| page 25 


like effect. In 
porches, con- 
versely, it was 
often stretched 
beyond the 
bounds of prac- 
tical support to 
produce a sub- 
tle, inspiring 
camber—the 
flattened arch. 


I heard flattened 
arch a few times 
during the Pleasant 
Home Foundation's 
Hutchinson Street 
gala in September. 
Better to avoid, I 
think. Maher most 
often used the seg- 
| mental arch. 


_ Phone 


chA person from the 
‘+: John Toomey Gal- 


lery in Oak Park 
called in early Sep- 
tember to ask if we 


|. knew if a house in 


Winnetka, Illinois, 
#is one of Maher's. 


+ Not on our list. 


“= We're still check- 
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{; ing, not only be- 


* cause of the Toom- 
‘ey call but because 


-|¥a reader contacted 
| us and wondered 


| whether three 
houses, all from 
about 1908, were 
“by Maher. 


‘Our email 
,_ Our address may 
“be changing. If you 


{use our regular ad- 
i dress, which is 


_waterstreet@lycos- 
¢ mail.com, you may 


dress, which is 


_ donjohn@bank- 


| pds.com. 


} 


~ 


|..not reach us. If not, 
| “try our personal ad- 


‘Calendar Paris = 
1900 =. 


Winslow 
In the summer of 1900 Homer, 
George and Elizabeth John 
Maher traveled to Par- Singer 
is to see the Exposition —_ Sargent, 
Universelle et Interna- — Tho- 
tionale—the Paris Ex- mas 
position. They would Eakins 


meet her sister Carol and Ea == 

and Carol's husband others, : Se aa reac 
Hermon MacNeill. The  dia- Carol Brooks MacNeill 
MacNeills were living mond Hermon MacNeill 


in Paris at114Ruede _—_jewelry by Tif- 
Vaugirard, and both fany, and 

had sculptures in the Rookwood and 
fair. Hers were: "Fias-  Grueby pots. 

co Holder," "Samovar," There are some 


and "Giotto Giovane." _ photos of the 
His: "Last Act of the American exhibi- 
Moqui Snake Dance," _— tion rooms anda 
"The Sun Vow" for map of the fair- 


which he wonasilver _ grounds with 
medal and the spandrils some pavilions, 
on the U.S.'s National mostly in the colonial area, which 


Wo ri d Wi d e F De h | i Pavilion. Thanks to a could have stuck in Maher's mind for 


3 plan inthe catalog for future use. Organized by the 
We b b |- anew exhibition, we Montclair, New Jersey, art museum, 
«apenilnccowe somites Aiki : can see where Carol's _ the exhibition goes to Paris next. No 
letic Chub. Tl on ‘ sculptures were placed architecture is shown; the exhibition 
» Cittsce Tandmania. in the Grand Palaisdes included work by Daniel Burnham of 
* fresno.edu George W. Maher Through Jan- pan 
biography. uary 28, 2001. rts. aa Sa eae Fae. caeit 
* George Maher in Gary, In- “Paris 1900, The CARROL BRS ome aes Sevag ; Bie ts bs “4 
diantesteve Spicer takes onto the 'American exhibi- cago, 1871. - Pupil of ‘the oo Institure an i o Tat, 
School’ at the tion is Chicago, and of Macmonnies and Injsihert, Paris. Ad- 


the beach, to Chris Meyers' fine Universal Ex- eallen dress, rw 4 Rue de Vaugirurd, Pars. 
site "Gary America's Magic position." BH. A. MacNEIL: born in Chelsea, Mass., 1866. 


Industrial City from Sand Truncated ver- | “Paris Pupil of Chaps at the Julien Academy and of Falguiére at 
i " s sion of show 1900, the Ecole des Begux-Arts, Won various stadents’ medals, 
Hills to Urban Decay," to Ma 0 , sepa ti 
her Quarterly for subscriptions minus Hermon the and the Roman Rinchart Scholarship, 1896, Awarded de- 
opeteon Serta anes ; MacNeill "Ameri- | signer's medal ac the World's Columbian Exposition, mg. 
z ihe ae sculpture. Address, 114 Rue de Veuyirard, Parts. 
Foundation, Oak Park, Illinois. Tuesday-Sun- ies 1 FAB NGS ica ai, Sa La 
¢ Watkins site. Includes three day, Elvehjem & x ecpelleee "Carrol ieee RGGI GES S HEIRS 
views of Maher's administration Museum of - fous P ae J 
building (1911-12), Winona, Min- Art, University | Univer- tS ; Chicago; Ferry and Clas, Milwaukee, 
nesota. www.hovco. of Wisconsin- sal Exposition," andit's and easterners otherwise. 
: Madison. Info | on display in the Uni- 
com/wk/ 608-263-2246. 


versity of Wisconsin's Sources; Paris 1900, the "American School" at 


¢ Wausau. Woodson House. the Universal Exposition, Diane Fischer, edi- 


« Winona National. Photos and Elvehjem artmuseum _ or, Rutgers University Press, Brunswick, 

rt of Mahler's Danke through January 28. New Jersey, 1999. Catalog, Fine Arts Exhibit, 
a a eee nPha Sins Wave" was United States of America, Paris Exposition of 

5 z 1900, Noyes, Platt & Company, Boston, 
Use your search engine to find more originally with the 1900. Hermon MacNeil, sales, AskArt.com, 
sites mentioning "George W Maher." show but is not being downloaded July 2000. MacNeill files, 
Try Google. Results in seconds. GWMQ. 
sa 
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Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company mine shaft houses, Ishpeming, 
Michigan. From almost anywhere in town, see the pyramidion tops 
of Maher's shaft houses (1919) shaped from poured concrete. 


Farson House, “Pleasant Home” (1897-99), 217 Home Avenue, Oak 
Park, Illinois. Tours at 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, Thursday-Sunday. Guided 


tours. $5 for adults, $3 students. Friday free. 


Lightner Museum. Collection in- 
cludes several windows and onyx 
fireplace surround with glass mo- 
saic from Patten House (1901, de- 
molished), Evanston, Illinois. King 
Street, St. Augustine, Florida. 


Marathon County Historical Soci- 
ety, Wausau, Wisconsin. Two . 
works by Maher. Yawkey House 
(1907, Maher remodeling), 403 
MciIndoe Street, closed for interior 
restoration. Woodson House 
(1913-14), 410 McIndoe Street, li- 
brary, exhibits. Tuesday-Thursday. 


Saturday-Sunday. 


Marquette Park, Gary, Indiana. 
Two Maher buildings, his innova- 
tive concrete block, open-air bath- 
house of 1921, the Miller Beach 
Recreation Building (1923). 


Events 


October 20-22. Arts 


and Crafts Conference. 


3rd annual. Sponsored 
by Pleasant Home 
Foundation, Unity 
Temple restoration. 
Info 708-383-2654 for 
brochure. 


At right: brochure 
cover. 


October 22. Kenwood 
tour. Maher houses in 
this south Chicago 
neighborhood. From 
Chicago Architectural 


Foundation. Info 
www.architect-ure.org, 
312-922-8687. 


Milwaukee Art Museum, 750 
North Lincoln Memorial Drive. 
Flatware designed by Maher for 
the King House (1911-12) called 
“Rockledge” near Winona, Minne- 
sota. 


Nickerson House (1881-83), 40 East Erie Street, Chicago. Hours: 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Saturday. In 1900 Maher remodeled the picture 
. gallery into a trophy room. Changes include Tiffany light fixture. 


Swift Hall (1907-09), Northwestern Pe Evanston, Illinois. 
Classroom building. 


University Building (1907), 601 Davis Street, Evanston, Illinois. 
View lobby, second floor. 


Watkins administration building (1911-12), 150 Liberty Street, Wi- 
nona, Minnesota. Weekdays. Stained glass windows. 


Winona County Historical Society museum, 160 Johnson Street. 
Library, Maher drawing in director’s office. 


Winona Savings Bank and Winona National Bank (1913-16), 
Fourth and Main. Bank hours. Tiffany art glass windows. Brochure. 
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"L neat write there 


Materials from their times. 


Back in time to personal news about the 
Maher family and for news items and 
events in George's career. For 1924, we 
have documents used mostly with origi- 
nal punctuation and spelling. In the orig- 
inals he often used dashes rather than 
periods. 


Time, cast, place references. 
In 1924, George Maher was 59 years old, 
wife Elizabeth (Bessie or Bess) 57; their 
son Philip 30 and his wife Madeleine 21. 


¢ 


Liiabenn URS Hem 


Elizabeth, George in 1914. From her 
parents' 50th wedding anniversary photo. 


Others: the Mahers' teenaged niece and 
Violet Wyld (b. 1906) and her brother 
Merle Wyld (b. 1907}. Alden Brooks, usu- 
ally mentioned as Father Brooks, was 
Elizabeth's father. Kenilworth, Illinois, 
was where George and Bessie lived; Win- 
netka, Illinois, where the Wyld children 
and their parents lived. 


Philip Maher's 1924 addition to Sears school, Kenilworth, Illinois. Original building by 
George Maher in 1912. 


More letters from the sanitarium: 


"old blamed nervousness sticks and sticks... 


As 1924 entered deep autumn, George Maher remained in the Milwaukee Sanitarium 
{now Milwaukee Psychiatric Hospital) in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. He had entered this 
upscale recovery institution in August, the victim of insomnia and depression, condi- 
tions recurring since he had been a young man. These letters are the ones he wrote 
his wife Elizabeth at home. 


Wednesday (undated) 


My dearest Bessie - 

I received your letter & was so glad to know you succeeded in making the 8 
o clock Elec car for home. 

So the much looked for visit has come & gone & we are at our work of try- 
ing to get back to health & happiness again. 

Everything moves along here about the same as usual. I have succeeded in 
obtaining a little better sleep which helps out considerably in ones strength 
& general feelings are beautiful. I rather dread this winter but after all the 
beds are clean & the food wholesome & the room warm. so how can we com- 
plain. In any event I am thankful such a place is provided & only regret it is 
so expensive. "But sufficient into the day is the evil thereof". so we must be 
content & await in hope and cheerfulness. I know you can be happy & await 
the future when we shall be together again. 

I'm glad I was to see dear Philip he is so fine & true like his mother. Bless 
you both & with love and kisses 

George 


—_ 


October 29. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Tuesday 
Dearest Bessie 
I just received your letter & will write at once to let you know that I am working 
with the Doctor & trying to get back to you again. 
I am so glad you caught the 8 o clock train & arrived home safely—we three cer- 


tainly had a fine time & the memory will last long in my mind. Indeed the thought “& 


of you my dearest is most wonderful when I can think of all your beautiful ways so 
unselfish & always true. Now please do not think of me as unduly sentimental. Every 


one will tell you the same. So my dearest you have much to be thankful for in such 
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1924 was a 
profitable year 
for the Maher 
architectural 
firm, Geo. W. 
Maher & Son. 
Fees totaled 
$52,471.85. Of 
this, $8,000 was 
allotted for 
Elizabeth Maher 
and $8,000 for 
their son and 
George's 
architectural 
partner Philip. 
$52,000 in 1924 
dollars would be 
about $1 million 
today. 


In our last issue, 
we mentioned 
the nurse who 
attended Maher 
in 1924 and 
again in 1926. 
His last name 
was Barker. We 
suspect, after 
doing city 
directory 
searches, that his 
first name was 
Donald or 
Charles. 


wonderful traits of character 

I hope we can be together again at some future day & I will look forward to it. I had a pretty good rest last 
night & sleep always braces me up so today will not be so bad—& will profit by working hard. 

I am so glad you are interesting your self in good work—such association makes one happier. that is to be 
with others who have the same thought of service. So keep your self busy doing something & meeting people 

I know dearest one that my love has been deep for you & also that through your help I have been able to do 


1 the many things accomplished. 


But let us not look backwards the future is yet before us & we must live for it also— 

I would like to look in at Kenilworth just once & see how it all appears. The day is beautiful & it must be 
lovely indeed & just think of how we have seen the small village develop into a considerable place of residence. 
So we have had a real life my dearest & we have both together had much to do in shaping this little suburb of 
neighbors into a thing of beauty 

I look forward when you can come here & take me home as must be done some of these days or when the 
Doctors so advise. 

Every thing moves the same as yesterday here. They have dances Monday night but I seldom attend them. 
They are for the younger people— 

Well dearest we will stand together in this struggle & will win but hope & cheerfulness must be always our 
thought & uppermost in our minds. I have been working in the art shop & will make pretty good progress today. 
Will send you some of the articles very soon 

Now with love to you dearest & kiss 

George 


From the same envelope... 


My dearest 

You looked very attractive Sunday in your new dress How nice it is to look as you can so easily— 

Now please do not economize in any way my dearest when it comes to "yourself" you deserve "all"—so unself- 
ish a person as my dearest must think & be encouraged to think of her own self & comfort and also her future 
so be careful not to always consider others—at too much a sacrifice 


p.s. I tried a letter yesterday but rewrote it today—but will send them both to let you know I want to write to 
you 


November 1. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Sat. 
My dearest Bessie 

I will not write a very long letter but just to let you know that I hope I am making some headway—The Doc- 
tors & nurses gave a Halloween party last evening it was a card affair & I played casino—The only game of 
cards I can play up to date. The large living room was decorated very appropriately & the evening as enjoyable 
as could be expected under the circumstances. All lights were out at 10 p.m. I slept pretty well woke quit (sic} 
early—My only trouble is sleep & this must come back I hope of a natural order some time. It occurred to me 
that I should buy new shoes before the cold weather sets in. I may not be able to go to Milwaukee when it is 
real winter. I bought a heavy union suit & a pair of underwear of warm wool cloth. I still have $4 left of the 
money you sent last. Perhaps if you can send me $35.00 it will enable me to buy the shoes. The ones I have 
will last some time for around the Sanitarium or should I draw on the Sanitarium & charge to my account. other 
wise I am pretty well fixed for the winter. How are you my dearest. Do not worry it does not pay. Be cheerful 
& hopeful 

with love & kiss George 


November 2. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Monday 
My darling wife 

I am at your boarding place when here & am writing in the Dining Room. The laundry machine is thumping 
away but some how the place reminds me of home & of you. so it is pleasant to write here. 

Just returned from a long walk down toward the stone quarry. I went alone as I like it as well as being along 
with some of the people here one tires of them. 

I received as "I told you over the phone" your nice letter of Sunday it was interesting to hear of what you are 
doing. I certainly hope & pray that we may yet go to the Art Institute together again. I am glad that you went & 
heard the lecture by Mr. Watson. 

So glad Phil & the family visited you Sunday. The Baby must be a wonderful little fellow. 
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Atypical 
sanitarium 
regimen in the 
1920s was fresh 
air, diet and 
change of scene 
aimed at 
educating the 
patient to a more 


healthful life. 


The Halloween party was quit(e) arty too. All the electric brackets & central chandelier were decorated con- 
sisting of beautifully treated tissue paper streamers in colors of black & golden yellow. Over each electric bulb 
was a grinning head shiny eyes & mouth in color & the electric light lit them up like a pumpkin. The Dining 
room had tinted paper coverings & napkins in all sorts of designs appropriate to Halloween eve ~ 

I played hearts & was lucky enough to win the prize—a large box of candy now waiting for my Dearest. Mr. 
Balek won at the Bridge table—He is a fine player in cards 

Perhaps I may play golf tomorrow—-I was not around when they went this morning—although Mr Balek 
looked for me so he said. Tonight they have a dance but unless I feel spryer will only look on & not dance. 

Every one asks about you—But rest up my darling - come when you can conveniently 
with much love & kiss 

yours for ever George 


At side of third page. Mrs. Thomas did the decorating & received much praise 
At side of fourth page. Hope Phil can come with you over one night. 


November 5. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Wed 
My darling wife 

I received your welcome letter & was so glad to hear from my dearest. I appreciate all of your kindness to me 
& feel that your care is just as intimate as if you were here. I just wonder some time how long it will be before 
I can come home but on the other hand this would not be wise as I know only too well. so we will correspond 
& get just as close in our thoughts together as possible. Yes I feel that assistance from the "weekly meeting" is 
beneficial yet your strong sense of Christianity is the background to draw upon in this time of need. For you 
"My Bessie" are nearer Christ than most people & can appreciate the help that comes from on high so be 
hopeful & cheerful day by day. 

The fall weather yet remains & the trees are about bare of autumn leaves. The scenery opens up beyond & it 
is beautiful around about & I fully appreciate it. I do not know how winter will be here. I hope not too confin- 
ing since the exercise is necessary. 

My strength is O.K. but I can not get much restful sleep due to necessity of taking drugs. This has always 
been my main trouble but I hope to overcome it. 

How are you sleeping my dearest & are you well. The main thing is not to think or worry but just live peace- “= 
fully as you have always & know that all will be well. 

I am glad dear Phil called to see you how is he. ] know he must be succeeding in the business & office. He 
is such an energetic young man & so talented. 

I thank you for the $30.00. I will draw on it soon. I left it in care of the business manager here Mr. Schrader. 
Well my dearest another election has taken place & I believe from the newspaper that Mr. Coolidge is elect- 
ed president this time. It will mean 4 more years of prosperity. I hope you & your father voted. I could not be- 

cause away from home. I am sending laundry today shall I continue to send it. 

With all my love kisses 

Ever your George 


November ? letter without envelope. GWM to Elizabeth... 
My dearest Bessie 


This is rather a bleak November day somewhat different from the lovely weather we have been having of late. 
The leaves are all gone in the surrounding trees and I suppose soon we must expect winter. 

I am wondering if I have all of my winter apparel here. 

1. I have my winter over coat. 

2.1" all of my suits of clothes? (is this right) 

3. 1" one soft hat if there is another soft hat could you have it cleaned and blocked & send to me 

4, Are there any gloves in my clothes cabinet drawer (winter gloves) 

5. Is there a neck protector for cold weather. I believe I had a black one. 

6. Are there any rubbers for shoes {I think not! 

Please look over all of my things for winter and send any that I may not have here. Of course I hope to get 
out of this place some of these days. The doctors say so & go home. But not until they give their approval. I re- 
ally feel better today and asked Dr. Howard if I could come to Kenilworth for my winter necessities or as I 
have enumerated them. He said not yet. I then asked him when and he said perhaps in three or four months. 
I sincerely hope the doctors know what they are talking about especially in my case of illness. 

I am again on the 2nd floor. The room is smaller but lighter & more cheerful & with the view in front is bet- 
ter to live in. How is Philip & is he doing much work? I have not written him of late & indeed find it difficult 
to write too often. But I must drop a line to our dear boy. Every thing moves about the same as usual. The 
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Mary is George's 
sister. New 
Albany, Indiana, 
was the Mahers' 
childhood home. 


Margaret is 
Mary's daughter. 


Elizabeth's 
birthday was 
December 22 
(1866). George's 
was December 
25. 


same people remain here with the exception of one or two who have gone home. 

Have you seen Dr. Cheeney about your health or any indications of a Dr's advice. I really believe everyone 
should be looked after by an expert in particular cases. For instance President Coolidge & all of the Presidents 
have Doctors who continually look after their health & thus avoid trouble—I know I shall or should have had 
such advice when I was well. They are doing things now that would have helped me some time back. 

How is every thing at home & do you enjoy the great responsibility imposed upon my dear girl. You have ful- 


ly risen to the occasion & are a constant wonder to me. Oh if I had only known of you as I do now but never 


mind all will come out right in the end. 

You stated Mary has gone to New Albany have you heard of her & how long does she expect to stay there. I 
suppose she will return to Champaign & live with Margaret 

I just received your last letter of Nov 6th & so glad to hear that all is well at home. So Mary is with you still. 
I thought she went to New Albany. I am so pleased you are going to entertain Mrs. Collyer Mrs Farley & Mrs 
Rimo. It will be so pleasant for you to do this & they will enjoy your hospitality. 

Is Mary feeling well? I am so glad you are sleeping fine—Keep good cheer. I will read & profit of the clip- 
pings you enclosed. 

With love & kiss yours ever 

George 

Love to Mary—& remember me to Agnes. 


November 18. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 


Tuesday 
My dearest Bessie 

I have written several letters to you since Sunday but none of them seemed to express the thoughts I have in 
mind or my feeling for you & for all of your kindness to me in my trouble. But I will write this one & mail it 
just as I write it so that you will know that my heart is yours & ever will be yours. If I do not answer promptly, 
it is not because I do not want to or have forgotten my beautiful home. 

Winter has arrived & there stretches away from my window the landscape covered with white snow. 

I have a fine view from my room now that the leaves are off the trees. 

I did not take the 2nd story room since it was quite a distance from the toilet room but will hold my present 
location until something better appears in sight for change. 

Now my darling wife I am trying to be with you in your desire that my thoughts follow the new Christian 
Unity school idea. I feel however that tlie teachings of Christ as experienced in the New Testament are just the 
same today & forever & that we can experience the same help through their great truths. But this is what the 
Christian unity advocates is it not only in a different form. 

I am wondering how you are today as I write & just what you are doing. One's thoughts can travel miles with- 
out much limitation taken & make all of the scenes of old & also bring to mind many of the events of our lives. 
Oh the mind is wonderful in its scope. 

I am working in the art shop & will soon send some of the articles I have made. There is one for you my 
dear. It is a sewing basket & will be your present this year (your birth day & Christmas gift). 

You said you were coming here before long. I hope Philip will accompany you since he is so much of a com- 
fort & assistance in this time of trial. "Be Hopeful & Cheerful." 

With much love & kisses 

Affectionately 

Love to all & to Mary God bless her. 

George 


At side of first page: Is it not a great help to have Mary with you this winter? 


November 21. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Thursday 
My darling Bessie 

It is about 8 p.m. and I feel very close to you tonight so just thought I would drop you a line or two expressing 
my feelings. Of course this old blamed nervousness sticks and sticks and sticks to me & I can not shake it off 
but even so you are in my every thought & so please excuse my seeming "over expressive" (or sentimental. 

I do very little in the evenings but talk & try and pass the time away. Lately T have taken up Casino in Cards 
also Hearts & we play until 9:30 p.m. I have also commenced to play chess & this game with the cards is a 
time killer. 

All of this seems so strange & here I am away from the dearest girl & here on Earth practically in seclusion 
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just because one's nerves are on strike. But which in a sense it seems indicates yet there is no ailment I am 
aware of so exasperating. Since it strikes at the very roots of happiness & love "& usefulness also." 

Well enough of this sort of talk & let me tell you the other things do for part time during the day. 

(We) are working in the art shop in the mornings. Walking as much as possible & of course eating. 

Up to the present time walking has been fine. I hope the winter weather will not interfere. 

Tonight Miss Robinson is to give a talk to Milwaukee Doctors illustrating her art shop work. She certainly is “=” 
wonderful in her teaching & obtaining results. The work shop is full of beautiful articles to show to the Doc- 
tors. 

Well my dearest I must close as night is no time to write "especially for me" but I just wanted a few mo- 
ments with the only girl in the world that I love & think of so often. 

With kiss & good night 

George 


From the same envelope... 


Dearest 

You saved me from a earlier break down. Now always remember this as it is the truth. 

I was born a very delicate child. Perhaps I should have been an artist. In any event I can easily trace my ex- 
treme nervousness now as I have time to contemplate the past. 

I was very ambitious & tried to do too much. In any event dearest I feel that nothing specific or any one is to 
blame for this break down. Certainly you have been a wonderful wife and God bless you. 

George 


November 24. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
8 P.M. 
Oh Darling 
How I am thinking of you 30 mns more & you will be in Kenilworth 
My darling let me tell you a few of the noble things you have done for all 
First. You have been a dutiful daughter to your Mother & Father 
Second You have been a loving sister of rare character & helpfulness ~ 
Third You have been a friend to my family and assists them with a christian spirit at all times 
Fourth You have been a wonderful wife oh what a beautiful mother These are only a few of the great quali- 
ties you my darling you possess and I am speaking the truth 
Lovingly George 
(I must write these things) 


November 24. Letter. GWM to Elizabeth... 
Sunday 
My sweetheart 

You have been here & now gone. Oh what a spirit you do possess my dearest Bessie. 
I have just returned to my room & yet feel your presence sitting in the large chair. Now let us both be hopeful 
& happy & look forward with a conscientiousness that all will be well 

I have told you & written you that no other girl on Earth could be as noble & self sacrificing as you have 
here. & may the good lord who sees all & knows our hearts be with you & keep you for ever & for ever my 
darling. 

I am worthless as compared with you & your goodness. 

Ever yours George 


November 26. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Wed 
My dearest Bessie 

I just received your very kind letter & so glad to always hear from you 

No I will try not to analyze my condition any more & thank you so much for advising against seeming fool- 
ishness & in regard to the other matter of night medicine my only thought was to have some thing on hand in 
case I really needed it since one can not always get additional medicine when the Doctors are asleep. 
But I haven't any thing now & will not get any more. 

Tomorrow is Thanksgiving day and I do hope you will have a blessed day together in the old homestead. so“ 
please be happy & thankful that we are all alive & cared for bountifully— 

I hope to be home again as you suggest & if the mind can do it than there will be no reason to think that it 
can not be accomplished 
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Nathan is 
Maher's brother. 


The "baby" is 
Philip and 
Madeleine's first 
child. 


This must have 
been the plan 
for the Chicago 
Town and 
Country Tennis 
and Swim Club 
on Thome 
Avenue in the 
Rogero Park 


neighborhood. 


Now be thankful dearest & enjoy the day as I intend to do 
With love & kiss to my dear sweetheart 
Love to all the family 


For Ever yours George 


December 5. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
My dearest Bessie 

I was so glad to receive your fine cheerful letter today—You certainly are having a fine time & I hope enjoy- 
ing every bit of the entertainment. 

I know it is hard on you my dearest in having me away but some of these days we will be together again & 
enjoy life as of old. 

We will simply have to plan some way to accomplish this end. 

I was glad to hear about Nathan. Am not sure is doing the right thing in marrying again. However this is his 
own affair. I know I would not think of doing it. 

So glad that Madeleine Phil & the Baby came to see you Sunday. I wrote Phil to come & see me when conve- 
nient. Hope he is well & that business is not bothering him unnecessary. 

Well this is a short letter but just wanted to drop you a line. I receive the washing & thank you so much for 
sending it to me. 

I only had handkerchiefs this last time so sent them to the washwoman here. 

I enjoyed the two fine pears which loving hands and heart put in the bundle. 

"Oh I know the sweetest woman on earth & she is a Bonnie girl of Kenilworth." 

My Bessie—My Bessie— 

But I should not to be too sentimental should I dearest? 

I am again in the room you originally picked out for me on the 2nd floor & it is much better than the one on 
the Ist floor since it is much quieter. 

Now dearest I must close & mail this thought always remember that I would write you constantly but the 
Doctors do not recommend too much letter writing & I do feel the strain. 

So with all the love I possess 

& kisses 

Your husband for Ever George 


December 7. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Darling Bessie 

I just finished my dinner or supper. After this evening meal I have a game of chess with some one. Tonight 
Dr Howard played & while & it is a little recreation. I do not like to play long since it is a rather strenuous 
game. 

I just want to drop this letter to you tonight & let you know I am thinking of my own true Bessie. Every 
evening some one wants to walk and so we pass the evening away until bed time after some fashion or other. 
Every one must go to bed at 10 a.m. 

While I can not see or talk to you yet we can write & let each other know what we are doing. 

I hope Phil will be up to see me this coming week. 

Oh my darling sweet heart you know how I love you & just remember that you are in mind all of the time. 

I will not write much tonight so have a good Sunday & with my love & good night kiss 

Ever yours 

George 


December 13. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
My dear sweetheart 

I received your last two letters & so glad to hear from you. 

It is just past 3 p.m. & I ? our spiritual services. God in his love forms into my being his healing stream of 
life etc. 

I am picturing you in our dear little home in Kenilworth & can see clearly you & every little thing here & 
there so full of surest sentiment. 

It is blowing hard today but I took my accustomary walk over valley & rock. We passed a green house and I 
stopped in to see the beautiful flowers. I always think of you when I see flowers. You loved them so much & 
painted them so wonderfully, 

Yes Philip was here to see me our dear sweet boy that is every which a fine young man. He showed me his 
club house designs & it is a fine building that we all will be proud of I am sure. 

I am finishing the Xmas presents & think I will send them all directly to you so that Philip can get the ones 
for Madeleine & Him self also for the baby. I am not sending any thing except what I make in the shop so 
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Hermon 
MacNeil, Maher's 
brother-in-law. 


please do not send me any thing but your love I will prize the highest. 

Tell Violet her seal is fine. I am beginning to notice all the little details made by hand so much more than 
formerly. Since it is hard to make them I have found this not from experience. 

In my old days I designed every thing & they carried out the designs. 

Della's letter have been interesting—glad she has a picture on exhibition it will help her. So Hermon was 
there. I suppose he went directly from New York to St Louis & will return via Chicago where no doubt he wilt 
call you up. 

It seems strange that Hermon is up & around & I am not. Well Hermon's work is different & then he always 
was an athletic fellow & played considerable. I am feeling better today & I must get up & around for your dear 
sake my sweet heart 

With Love & Kiss George 


December 16. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Tuesday 
My dearest Bessie 

Your very interesting & welcome letter of Monday just received. I got up late this morning & the good nurse 
brought it to me when I was yet in bed. 

I want you to know your letters cheer me up for immediately upon its receipt & after reading it I got under 
way again for another day. I am so glad you are again doing the things we loved to do so much. It was certainly 
kind of you to take Mrs. Brown to the opera. 

How I should like to join the family circle & see the baby grow. But this I will do yet as soon as I can throw 
off this illness. 

I am now working for you my dear & will continue to do so as long as life lasts. Of course at times one be- 
comes very much discouraged but with a splendid wife like my own Bessie I shall fight & fight. 

Well I did go to the dance last evening but did not stay very long. The music is very poor & I do not like 
dancers much since they are mainly the nurses & the girls working around the place. Some of the patients 
think it great sport for instance a Mr. Solomon (you have met him) he dances around in great style & being a 
big lumbering bear makes a spectacle of him self—yet this same Joseph Solomon is very kind hearted & was 
the only caller I had at my room this morning when I did not appear at breakfast. 

You are at times much depressed. Since home & family have meant much to me in the past more than I ~ 
thought or conceived of. 

I am going to the work shop today to finish all of my Xmas presents They are as follows. 

1 a serving basket for you dear also book holders (sort of stippled in surface treatment) 

2 Dog for little Philip (the Baby) 

3 sandwich basket for Phil & Madeleine 

4 Waste basket for Violet & Father Brooks 

Their presents I shall send to Kenilworth & you can give to those I have mentioned There are new people 
coming all the time some very interesting. Fortunately for many of them they play cards & thus while the 
time away. For after all time is the great thing to overcome in so quiet a place as this. So I play cards—chess— 
pool—billiards all of these games I have taken up here & am learning to play. There is a game of cards called 
"Russian Bank" It is a solitary game but can be played by two players with two packs of cards it keeps us live- 
ly & interested. 

All the patients go for their morning walk & as I walk I can see them sauntering away down the walk toward 
the streets. There is much suffering in this world that one does not think of until stricken themselves is this 
not very true my dearest. 

Doctors are as much troubled as my profession There are two of them here now & one just left for his home 
in Kentucky. All classes come so this trouble has no bounds but attacks all alike. This is a long letter my dar- 
ling. I want you to know how I appreciate all you are doing for me. 

With love & Kisses George 


From the same envelope. 


My dearest 
Yesterday I was thinking of the best way to care for both you & my self in case of sickness of long duration. 
Now please do not think I am over apprehensive. Since I find one's care is of great importance so I wrote a 
letter to Philip. He may speak to you about it. In any event I have mentioned a plan where both of us can have 
our money dedicated for one purpose—"our care.” You see we saved money for our old age Bessie & it is up to Yas” 
us to see that it is so placed that we can get it then—any way look into this idea at your opportunity. When in 
the City go to the State Bank on the corner of Washington & La Salle & they have a department where they do 
this "very thing" & will explain. 
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George W. 
(another "George 
Washington?” 
probably) Keehn 
and Robert Van 
Schaak were 
Maher's friends. 
Keehn lived in 
Kenilworth, Van 
Schaak in 
Evanston. Both 
were 
businessmen. 
Keehn was 
secretary for the 
Chicago Retail 
Lumber Dealers 
Association, Van 


Schaak one of the 
owners of the Van 


Schaak Bros. 
Chemical Works 
Inc. They 
outlived Maher 
by many years; 
both died in 
1946. 


It is all very well to think that we are going to be well & able always but it does not actually work out that 
Way. 

Nod I can not care for you but have left some money for you so please dearest look into this plan of caring 
for you in time of need. In any event it will not cost you anything for advice & now being a "business wom- 
an" you should investigate. 

Every one should do this but when they are well is the right time. 

Lovingly Your Husband. 


December 19. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Thursday 
My dearest Bessie 

I will write this afternoon in answer to your very interesting letter. 

I received the Quotation Book entitled "He Shall Speak Peace" and it is on my table and I read it often. The 
selections are beautiful indeed. I have much time on my hands but can not read as much as I would wish - 
but I do keep up with the news since I take the Tribune—there is much one likes to over look in the Tribune 
but I suppose many people like sensational news & so they publish it. My darling I read this quotation God in 
his love knows us. My sweet heart I know as long as you refer to this beautiful Christian statement you are 
well & happy. 

I suppose in a way I could come home not well but so that I would not be such an expense. Of course one 
realizes that to be away & in a new place there is the necessary change that all doctors recommend. 

And now my sweet heart look out for some rest and your health. I note you are doing this very well in tak- 
ing in all of the opportunities for recreation. It is kind in our friends to have you visited. You must go out. 
Just the same as when I am home. 

I received a short letter from Mr Van Schaak today stating that "Our Three Musketeers will hold a meeting 
Saturday after noon at Wauwatosa." So Mr Van Schaak and Mr Keehn will be here to see me. I hope to enter- 
tain them as best I can show them the art work shop & etc. They have certainly thus far proven them selves 
good friends and I would advise you seeing them in the future if need be. I just returned from playing pool. It 
is a good way to enjoy one's self & meet the others more. Well I must close now & with best love & kisses to 
all & yourself. 

As Ever and for ever yours 

George 


A list on back of envelope, apparently written by Elizabeth: 
Cord, dressing ? 

ribbon, ribbon 

paper Joy's ? 

Chicago Taute's 

shoes - ? children 


December 22, letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Sunday 
My dearest Bessie 

Your good letter received early today & in it your sermon which I read with much interest. You do certainly 
know how to write my dear & your letters very interesting indeed. 

Of course a sick person particularly a nervously ill one can not follow all of the thoughts as recommended 
in The Weekly Unity the same as a well person—I asked the Doctor about this since before my sickness I 
leaned very strongly toward facts of Christian Science—any way I obtain much good from your letters & refer- 
ences - and when I am well again I will be able to fully appreciate all of their beautiful references just as you 
do now. 

So this battle goes on & with a pilot & captain like my dear wife we must win do you not think so dearest? 
Mr. Keehn & Van Schaack called to see me Friday. It was certainly kind in them to make this long wintry 
trip—& I appreciated their kindness. Mr. Van Schaack had been ill a few days before so he certainly showed a 

very kind heart to make the trip. 

They were delayed in the Train Service so did not have so much time as they wished. However I showed 
them around & introduced them to patients here & the Doctors. If you should need advice on any subject call 
on them I mean in reference to Banks or any such advice you might need. I think what ever they advise 
would be very safe and substantial. They are my oldest and best friends. 

This afternoon I attended a song service at the Baptist church it was a Christmas carol Exercise—very beau- 
tiful 

It seems winter thus far does not interfere with my exercise which I take each day—It is a pretty scene here 
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with the hills & valleys & frozen streams all covered with 
beautiful white snow. 

I am so glad you took Violet to the opera—go out all you 
can my dear—enjoy life as go along in every way. 

With ever so much love & kisses 

affectionately George 


At side of first page. Will send box with Xmas presents to- 
morrow 


At side of last page. Hope Violet enjoyed the opera did she? 


December 24. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Wednesday 
My dearest Bessie 

Tomorrow will be Xmas & there are evidences on all 
sides that the great Holiday is soon here. 

They have placed a larger Christmas tree in the living 


pe TCHIGAGO CIVIC OPERA || 
AUDITORIUM 


ei oer LAST CHANCE, TO SEE THE GLORIVS OF THE VENUS- 
ERG VALE AND HEAR HEAVENLY SINGING IN TANN. a 
HAUSER Tits wey RNOON .at THREE—with Forrai, Van Gor- 
don, Lamont, Schwarz; Oukrainsky, Miles, Elisius, Milar, Nemeroff, 
Shermont and Corps de Ballet. “Contlnetor, Weber, 
” |Opera Certificates as Christmas Gifts Now Ready at Box Offic 
TOMORROW at &— TRAVIATA,, VILLE pith, tidal (arbor, 
Aekett, Schwara, Oukrain: iapin, Trevt= 
(iar Sh ms and fant on ineveds Simin 
FRI. ar 8—OT. LO, with Balsa 
Sebipas er cin nase Ls dole Marsal schwss 2. Conduct 
Hiisiue and Corps de Ballet. Conductor, SAT. - 2—FAUST, with Ms 
ote ass satan chi 5 Cae Gaeneni,. Sears jsarinent. placket, Ona 
Ansscay, aklanolt te. S. 
Fane sins "end Carpe de Hallet, Condueter, gk aa ips Sarr 
*TAURS. at SLMARBER OF SE-;  Hormneae” Helishe Geeta 
John McCormack Concert 
Sunday Eve., Jan. 11th 
REGULAR PRICES: $1, $58, $2, $250, $3, $4, $6 
_ POPULAR PRICES . NIGHTS: Tse to $3. 
' ‘ax’ Exempt 
i.: Baldwin Pianes Used Exclusively 


————— ———— 


Elizabeth must have been going to the opera 
Adler and 


A 


jmuwern, 


‘ Q lad : : aes at the Auditorium (1887-8 
oh ee All of oe e i ith i tepning Lye giiaciag, Sullivan, Chicago, Crehiiect | in downtown 
Rinihwotthtor ere Sewer: HOEY Wiese ey eee Chicago. The glorious season described in the 
thabolidave ing the patients as close to home as possible with pretty December 1924 advertisement from the 

e y' things. Chicago Tribune includes operas then in their 

This is as it should be for all of the people have thoughts we pay hoe these Massenet's 4 
of past celebrations & dear ones & the Xmas associations and Charpentier tg ha ee ld i 
are in their minds. 00. 

Tomorrow morning I will be 60 years of age really longer 
than I expected to live although we hardly realize how fast time goes or flies and yet much has happened on 
all sides & in our families. 

We are parted in a way my dearest this Xmas but not in spirit and may be I shall be able to come home & 
live as of old & we will be together again in our sweet Kenilworth home. 

You received Card I sent & it explains my sentiments. It arrived did it not on your birth day. I also sent the 
box & hope the presents will please you. They represent my very best effort & made by my own hands - all ad 
the time thinking of you. I hope Fanny has not undertaken too much of a responsibility - she is good and kind 
& always wants to do right. Well my dearest this is the last letter in my 59th year the most eventful I have ex- 
perienced. Let us hope the next Birth day will see us all together again. 

With Love & Happy Xmas Your George 
January 3. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 

Friday 

My dearest Bessie 
Electrotherapy I have been resting in bed since taking my usual Friday afternoon bath which I must take at 
was intended to at 330 p.m. 
stimulate the The baths are hot & the water charged with Electricity so one can gauge if they are getting ? by feeling the 
nervous system, charge of Electric current through their bodies. after the bath & hot shower & rubbing one is supposed to rest 
improve for a while & that is what I have been doing—I try not to lay down much 
elimination, and because it rests one too much for the little exercise obtained. and night is the proper time to sleep—one of 
induce sleep. the strong features of this treatment is the orderliness of every thing—we must all be in our beds at or around 
Chicago 10 p.m. & than at all of our meals very regularly about 8 a.m. for breakfast 1230 p.m. Dinner & 630 p.m. 
sa all ‘ Supper. Of course it becomes extremely monotonous all 
soled i of these ? but I suppose It is all necessary— 
electricity's They serve pretty heavy meals to patients who exercise so little but than we do not need to eat every thing 
fesiedial placed before us—My night medicine time includes 2 oz of whiskey as I told you when here. This seems 
power—"the strange but I have to obey the Doctors orders, & I do notice that it helps me to obtain sleep—I am now able to 
striking effects of get about from 4 to 5 hours of sleep which of course helps very much—I am hoping my blamed head will 
which are $0 stop aching but this must be a part of the nervous disorder at least I must bear it & so far I am yet alive. In 
visible on every the Evenings one tries to get into a game of cards as some occupation—Indeed it is genuine work to keep busy 
side as to entitle & not sit around twirling ones fingers—Last evening I had about four games of chess & then tried to learn 
this to be called Cribbage. Tell Violet she can test out her observation and mental ability by playing cards with other people. Wu 
pas It is strange I did not think this was a fact so play cards & polish up your thinking faculties. 


I walk considerably with a gentleman here a patient who is a Mason. If I had to go through life again I sure- 
ly would be a Mason. Please help me to get Philip to be one while his memory is yet young & fresh—This or- 
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Sources: Before 
Freud, F.G. Gos- 
ling, University 
of Illinois Press, 


Urbana and Chi- 


cago, 1987. Chi- 
cago Civic Op- 
era advertise- 
ment, Chicago 
Tribune, Decem- 


ber 21, 1924, Ma- 


her discharge 
report, The Mil- 
waukee Sanitari- 
um, Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin, De- 
cember 14, 1925. 
Chicago North 
Shore director- 
eies. Milwaukee 
city directories. 


Could the St. 
Louis man be 
Professor Louis 
Cooper, 
befriended by 
Maher? Cooper 
left the 
sanitarium in 
early October. 


der is centuries old & knows life & it warns 
its members & helps them to live right. I find 
that it is a wonderfully helpful organization 
especially if one is sick—all of the Doctors 
here are Masons. I have written to Philip 
about becoming a member—It will help him 
in many many ways I am sure 

Well I have written this letter straight from 
the shoulders—& will send it exactly as it is— 
I know you must have had a happy new year 
& with love & kiss to all affectionately your 
Husband 

George 


January 7. Letter, GWM to Elizabeth... 
Tuesday 


My dearest Bessie 

It is 930 p.m. and before retiring I am going 
to write a short letter. I am as glad that you 
gave Della a nice time. She must have enjoyed 
the opera very much. Just think how we did 
in the past years. as I think back it seems we 
had a heavenly time together & I hope we 
will have more of them dearest in the time to 
come. That is the way I shall think & the way 
you are thinking I am sure from your nice 
letters. The coat came in the laundry with 
the other things. How nice to have the ap- 
ples—(I just ate one} and the delicious pe- 
cans—They are so fine 

"The coat cut somewhat of a sensation" or it 
rather aroused much interest. Miss Robinson 
thought it very fine & it protects my clothing 
perfectly—I have made the small pin & catch 
all trays for you dearest. Will give them to you 
when you come. the later part of this week. 

Have started a letter box with a hinged lid 
for any select valuable as small watch etc. So 
I keep busy. 

Hope you play cards for practice. What did 
Violet think about my advising her to learn to 
play? I now play cribbage, casino, Hearts, 
Rummy & other games You see there is so 
much time to pass (occupy, crossed out) that 
we must do something. 

I walk about 4 miles each day for exercise. I 
am so glad you keep up your interest in the 
guild—In Sunday Evening Club, opera & mov- 
ing picture shows.— 

now play cards as often as you can & your 
time is well spent. With much love & kiss 

George 


At side of first page. 1 wrote to the st louis 
man—asking if he is well 


To continue... 


Merle Wyld dies at 92 


I first met Betty and Merle Wyld, who was George Ma- 
her's nephew, when they visited Wausau to see an exhi- 
bition about George Maher's work in Wausau. Born De- 
cember 25, 1907, Merle was the son of Elizabeth Ma- 

her's sister Frances and Arthur Wyld. Merle was one of 


Betty and Merle at Pleasant Home. 
GWMQ, 1996. 


the few remaining persons who knew George Maher inti- 
mately. George and Merle typically celebrated their 
birthdays together. Merle and Betty have been a source 
of memories and anecdotes. One of the intriguing things 
about Merle was his constant tinkering with mechanics 
and electricity. He was a good and likable man. I last 
saw him November 19. 

I found out about his death in an email dated Novem- 
ber 24 from his daughter Carolyn: "I found your email 
address at my Mother's house. I just wanted to let you 
know that my Dad, Merle Wyld, passed away Wednes- 
day night, November 22nd. There will be a memorial 
service for him tomorrow at noon at Haben Funeral 
Home in Skokie. My Dad would have been 93 on Christ- 
mas Day.” I read this early on November 25. I was in 
Wausau again. There wasn't enough time to drive to 
Skokie, 

Merle leaves behind Betty, Carolyn, a son Philip, and 
two more generations. 
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Designs of 1924 
School addition, 
suburban houses 


These are designs from George W. Maher 
& Son, Architects. 


@ Sears School, 542 Abbotsford Road, Ke- 
nilworth, Illinois, 1912; addition, 1924; 
demolished 1968. 


Philip added four classrooms to the 
school his father designed. The addition 


was a story-and-a-half block at the side 
of the original building. Philip mimicked 
his father's work. The buildings, 
"showing their age," according to a 
village chronicler, were torn down and 
replaced. The addition is pictured on 
page 2 of this issue. 


® Harry and Effie Mary Mons House, 
157 Woodstock Avenue, Kenilworth. 


Kenilworth's guide calls this "the 
most conventionally Tudor Revival of 
Maher's Kenilworth houses." It's fur- 


Above: Mons House, Kenilworth, 
Illinois. GWMQ. 
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Below: 


Sprenger House, Kenilworth. 
GWMQ. 


—_ 


ther described: "Stone-trimmed brick, a 
steep slate roof, diamond-pane win- 
dows, and ornamental downspouts com- 
bine to suggest a Tudor manor house." 
The design, most likely begun in 1923, 
seems more Philip's than George's, 
probably all Philip's. 

Harry Mons was a business and civic 
man. He was president of the Hill-Clar- 
ke Machinery Co., Chicago, and, ac- 
cording to his obituary in 1965, when 
he died at 82, a member of the Rotary 
Club of Chicago, Art Institute of Chica- 
go, a 32nd degree Mason, a trustee of 
Garrett Theological Seminary and a 
past president of Michigan Shores Club. 
At another time he had belonged to the 
Union Club in Chicago. He was Meth- 
odist. His hobbies were golf and motor- 
ing. 

Effie Mary Mons was born in Daven- 
port, Iowa. She was 91 when she died in 
1972. 


Life at Georgian. Both Harry and Effie 
Mary were living in The Georgian in 
downtown Evanston, Illinois, when they 
died. The Georgian advertised itself as 

the "North Shore's Finest Hotel" and as 

a place of "Sincere Friendliness, Excel- 
lent Service, Ideal Location..." 


Sources: George Washington Maher in Kenil- 
worth. Obituary, Effie Mary Monds, Evanston 
Review, July 27, 1972. Obituary, Harry W. Mons, 
The Evanston Review, December 2, 1965. North 
shore directories. Who's Who. 


@ William and Lydia Sprenger House, 
135 Melrose Avenue, Kenilworth. 


Of the late Maher & Son houses, this one 


ee 


SOU” Fay an 
Ge tony Bee US 


The Georgian, Evanston, Illinois. GWMQ, 
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looks We can tell 
most from 
like a George Ma- 
George her's sani- 
Maher tarium let- 
house. ters that 
It's a planning 
rectan- for this 
gle with building 
wings, began in 
all of 1924. 
brick. 
Most ; 
charac- Followi- 
teristic a 
of ng up 
George 
plot Gilman H 1888-1997). Ab en recently—its Greenwood Avenue site as Chic. ark. Below se aihaie 
ilman House - . Above: se ently—i icago park. Below: : : 
os battered poncir 1996 not long before demliten in the summer of 1997. GWMQ. ed eRnation 
pavil- about 
ion's George 


core which from first floor 
to dormer follows a pat- 
tern prominently used 
since the Farson House 
(1897) in Oak Park, Illi- 
nois. The entrance door is 
set back behind a pair of 
columns, and above that 
there are French doors 
banked by engaged col- 
umns, and on the roof a 
dormer topped by a seg- 
mental arch, one of 
George's favored motifs. 
The house has a 
scrunched look. Some of 
the elements, notably the 
small front door and two 
second-floor windows of the central pa- 
vilion, are undersized. As the Maher in 
Kenilworth guide notes, the columns are 
small, too. 

Some modernizing owner has substitut- 
ed single sheets of glass for the original 
Chicago-style windows on either side of 
the entrance. The Chicago-style win- 
dows, with larger center windows and 
smaller ones next to these, show in the 
photo of the house in the catalog of the 
Chicago Architectural Exhibition League 
for 1924. Without the original windows, 
which related to the windows on the 
wings, the house loses its symmetry—its 
grace. 

The Kenilworth guide attributes the ap- 
pearance of this house and others by Ma- 
her & Son at this time as "reflecting the 
conservative tastes of clients after the 
Great War." 


William Sprenger was a business execu- 
tive. North shore directories list him as a 
vice president of an unspecified compa- 
ny in Chicago. However, a Chicago city 
directory identified Sprenger as vice 
president and secretary of the Great 
Northern Mfg. Co. in Chicago and as res- 
ident at 135 Melrose in Kenilworth.* 
Great Northern made aluminum cooking 
utensils. 


Sources: George Washington Maher in Kenil- 
worth. Chicago city directory, 1928-29. North 
shore directories. 


® Chicago Town & Country Tennis Club, 
1925 West Thome Avenue, Chicago. 


* Edmund Aldenson was the president and trea- 
surer, 


and/or Philip Maher build- 
ings. 


© Wausau public library, 
Washington and ist streets, 
1905-07, demolished (most- 
ly}, 1994. 


We're mentioning the li- 
brary again because of in- 
formation in a recently seen 
Wausau newspaper story of 
1909. We read this: 


The building was dedicat- 
ed in the fall of 1907 and 
was built of Bedford stone, 
in Grecian architecture 
and is one of the handsomest build- 
ings the city owns. Owing to the cost 
of the building reaching nearly 
$30,000 instead of $25,000, Mr. (An- 
drew) Carnegie offered an additional 
$4,000 to his gift of $25,000, requiring 
that the city expend $2,900 annually 
to maintain the library. 


Source: "Library Park Cost City $9,000," Wausau 
Daily Herald, September 5, 1909. 


© Patten Gymnasium, Northwestern 
University, Evanston, Illinois, 1908-09, 
demolished 1940. 


In the massive, impressive three-volume 
work on the Chicago architectural firm 
Holabird & Roche, the steps leading to 
the Patten Gymnasium's demise are out- 
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lined. The university first asked Hola- 
bird & Roche to make a plan to move Ma- 
her's building from its site to make way 
for a new for a technological institute. 
Here's what H&R suggested in an office 
memo: 


1. Separate the building into sections, 
probably three, and move each sec- 
tion as a unit to the new site on the 
west side of Sheridan Road between 
Colfax and Lincoln streets, which is 
approximately four blocks north and 
one block west of the present loca- 
tion. 

2. Separate the house from the bal- 
ance of the building and move it to 
the new location as a unit. Take down 
the rear section of the building and 
reassemble at the new site, reusing 
the roof trusses and such other mate- 
rials as can be salvaged and supply- 
ing the necessary new materials. 

3. Move the head house as a unit, 
wreck the balance of the building 
and build a new addition to the relo- 
cated head house. 


Patten gym came down. It was replaced 


by another of the same name at a differ- 


ent site. The two bronze statues Maher's 


brother-in-law Hermon MacNeil designed 


for the original were moved to the 
new one, a design by Holabird and 
Roche. 


Source: Holabird & Roche, Holabird & Root, Rob- 


ert Bruegmann, Garland Publishing, Inc., New 
York, 1991. 


@ Woodson garage, originally 410 McIn- 
doe Street, 928 Le Messurier Street, 1913- 
14. 


Here on a street of humble homes quite 
unlike the one where it was, many 
blocks away from its first intended home, 
is George Maher's garage for the Wood- 
son mansion. It was moved here in the 
mid-1960s when the back of the house 
was undone for the attaching of a Baptist 
church sanctuary designed by Wausau 
architect Donald Schoepke. Now with its 
entrance doors filled, the garage is a 
house, undoubtedly the smallest Maher 
house anywhere. 


@ John T. and Lucy Dix House, 236 Ox- 
ford Road, Kenilworth, 1923. 


Now, after directories in the collection of 
the Evanston public library have been 
checked, they can be named. The Dixes 
were John and Lucy (Lucie, a variation 
spelling from the 1927 directory). In 1925 
he was in advertising, in 1929 a publish- 
er, 


Sources: North Shore directories for 1925, 1927, 
1929, 


@ King-Smith House, 98 Robsart Road, 
Kenilworth, 1923. 


Located in the development called Kenil- 
worth Beach, this has been called the 
J.B. King House. Chicago North Shore 
suburban directories, however, show the 


Woodson House garage, now a single- 
family home blocks away from its first 
site. GWMQ. 


house being occupied from 1923 
through the end of that decade by 
Charles S. and Olive Smith and their 
children. The Smiths were in the 
house in 1923, and still in 1927 with 
children Gordon and Jeannette, and 
still in 1929 with child Charles S. Jr. 
Charles Sr. was reported to be in real 
estate in 1923 and in lumber in 1929. 
By 1931 the owners and occupants 
were Peter and Madeline McNamee; 
he was a lawyer. Kenilworth Beach 
was a project of the Chicago realtors 
McGuire & Orr. 


More on McGuires. A 1926 Chicago 
Who's Who shows that the McGuire 
in McGuire & Orr as J. Fred. The real 
estate firm was organized in 1897. 


Sources: Maher in Kenilworth guide from the Ke- 
nilworth Historical Society. North Shore directo- 
ries 1923, 1927, 1929, 1931. Who's Who in Chica- 
go, 1926. 


© Gerard and Helen Bichl and Edward 
J. and Dorothy Schager houses, 1110 
(Bich]} and 1040 (Schager) Chestnut 
Street, Wilmette, Illinois, 1923. 


These houses, written about and illus- 
trated in GWM Quarterly for July-Sep- 
tember, were designs of Philip Maher. 
Just before publication, I received anoth- 
er letter about the Seng family; Helen 
Bichl and Dorothy Schager were sisters, 
the daughters of Wendelin and Agnes 
Seng. "I'd like to add some additional 
data and anecdotes," wrote John Seng, 
who is descended from one of the elder 
Wendelin's siblings. A chart provided by 
Mr. Seng shows that a few years before 
Philip Maher drew houses for the Bich] 
and Schager families, these families were 
already living in Wilmette not far from 
where their paired houses would be. In 
1917-18 the Bichls were at 1120 Chestnut 
and the Schagers at 1222 Chestnut. Dor- 
othy and Helen's mother Agnes was at 
1216 Chestnut and their sister Rosc and 
her husband Charles Barton at 808 Ash- 
land, In 1925, after the Bichis and Schag- 
ers moved into their new Maher houses, 
the Bartons were at 1216 Chestnut, Agnes 
Seng having died in 1919, and a brother 
John Thomas (Julius) was at 1222 Chest- 
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a. 


Above: Philip Maher's 
house for Albert and 
Edna Michelson, 
Chicago. GWMQ. 


Below: young Albert 
Michelson. 


nut. 

Otherwise. A curi- 
osity, a romance: at 
advanced age, Francis 
A. (Sonny) Bichl mar- 
tied Helen Bichl; 
these first cousins 
were the children of, 
respectively, Frank 
and Barbara (Bichl) 
Seng and Helen (Seng) 
and Gerard Bichl; 
they received special 
dispensation from the 
Catholic church to 
marry; they adopted 
two children. Remem- 
ber that Barbara (Bichl) Seng and Gerard 
Bich! were brother and sister. 


Source: Letter, John D. Seng, Glenview, Illinois, 


1923 design 

Maher for in-laws 

® Albert and Edna Michelson House, 
1220 East 58th Street, Chicago. 


In 1923 or 1925, anyway only a few years 
after Philip Maher and Madeleine Mich- 
elson had married, he designed a house 
for her parents. Madeleine's younger sis- 
ter Dorothy has recalled the planning of 
this house in the neighborhood called 
Hyde Park near the University of Chica- 
go campus. In 1973, in a biography of 
her father, a physics professor, Dorothy 
wrote: 


Before leaving for Europe in 1923 
Edna had persuaded her husband to 
build a new house behind the old one 
on the land facing 58th Street. Dining 
with Madeleine and her husband on 
the eve of her departure, she had said 
to her son-in-law, “Philip, TI am going 
to Europe and Mr. Michelson to 
Mount Wilson. While we are gone, I 
want you to build us a nice little 
house on the back lot." 


Philip Maher had never encountered 
such a casual client. He sketched a 
plan on the back of an envelope, and 
the Michelsons approved it without 
further question. 

On her return the house was almost 
finished. Built of brick with high- 
pitched slate roofs in the style of a 
French Provincial manor house, it 
had a round turreted tower in which a 
circular stairway led to the second 
story. The only change Edna made 
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was to add to the dining room a 
little conservatory, which Tom 
O'Donnell helped to build, where 
she grew tuberous begonias, 
maidenhair ferns, and several 
varieties of lilies. The house suited 
both the Michelsons to perfection 
and in it began a new era of 
drawing together that lasted 
through their remaining years. 


In 1979, Dorothy explained the ori- 
gins of the house again for The Uni- 
versity of Chicago Magazine. 


My parents sold the big house on 
the corner of Fifth-eighth street 
sometime around 1925 and decided 
to build a smaller one on the back 
of the lot. Madeleine's husband, 
Philip Maher, was the architect. 
On the evening before she sailed 


for Europe (Mother frequently sailed 
for Europe), she and father dined 

with the Mahers. “Would you like to 
build us a house, Philip?” she asked. 


“What kind of house, Mrs. 


Michelson?” he asked. 


“Oh, just an awfully nice house,” 


she answered. Philip took out a 
pencil and sketchcd on the back of an 
envelope the pretty little French 
provincial house now standing at 1220 
East Fifth-eighth Street. 


"That looks charming,” she said. 
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Michelson House detail 
shows a segmental arch, a 
preferred motif for George 
Maher. GWMQ. 


"Put a little glass 
conservatory on the 
dining room for my 
plants and have it ready 
when I return in the 
autumn." Philip says he 
has never had a client 
so easily pleased before 
or since. 


The years differ. The de- 
tails differ. The house is 
rather whimsical. It's 
certainly from Philip‘s 
long French period, 
which seems to have be- 
gun while he was an ar- 
chitecture student at the 
University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, before World 
War I and ended in the 
late 1920s. That would be 
15 years or so. There is a 
modest addition at the 
back. 


Next door. Drive to Chi- 
cago’s south side, and 
you'll find the Michelson 
House in exceptional 
company. We drove 
through Washington Park 
and along the Midway Plaisance, site of 
frolicking during the 1893 Columbian 
World's Exposition, found the University 
of Chicago on both sides, admired the 
university's splendid Rockefeller Chapel 
(1925-28, Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue 
Assocs.), and once parked near 1220 East 
58th, saw that the Michelson House’s 
neighbor is the celebrated Robie House. 
It was done by Frank Lloyd Wright in 
1906-09. 

The Michelson children were well 
aware of the Robie House. Here's an an- 
ecdote from Dorothy: 


Our house on the corner of Fifty 
eighth and Kimbark was surrounded 
by tall lilac bushes. In spring you 
could smell the blossoms all the way 
down to Woodlawn past the Robie 
house. No two houses could have been 
more unlike than these two. Ours had 


turrets, fishtailed shingles, porches 
and a mysterious attic, dumbwaiters, 
and a coat cellar. The Robie house 
fascinated us then as it has genera- 
tions since because of Frank Lloyd 
Wright's astonishing streamlined con- 
struction. My sister Madeleine and 
her best friend Elizabeth Nitze, 
daughter of Professor William A. 
Nitze of romance languages at the 
University, had an ill-suppressed de- 
sire to investigate this house. One fine 
Thanksgiving afternoon they climbed 
over the low wall and finding an open 
door they entered. Near the kitchen 
they found a storeroom well stocked 
with jellies and jams, which they sat 
down to devour—jar after jar of rasp- 
berry, plum and wild grape. 

Mrs. Robie suddenly appeared. 
Learning who they were, she led 
them to the living room and gave 


them a lecture on the evils 
of illegal entry and theft. 
Mrs. Robie was an ardent 
Christian Scientist. “If you 
were hungry, children,” 


rung the doorbell and 
simply asked me for food." 
Madeleine was unable to 
explain that this approach 
lacked something in the 
way of a challenge and 
besides, they confessed 
they were not in the least 
hungry, having just 
finished a dinner of turkey 
with cranberry sauce. They 
left after many apologies 
feeling rather like Peter 
Rabbit caught in Mr. 
McGregor’s garden. 


Family. When Philip Maher 
married into the Michelsons, 
the family was, like many 
American families, a family 
of abrupt distinction. That, 
as far as the bigger world 
was interested, came in 1907 
when Professor Michelson 
won the Nobel Prize for 
physics. Michelson, de- 
scribed as short, handsom:. 
dry-witted, careful of ap- 
pearance, was only two gen- 
erations away from a great- 
grandfather with just one 
name: Yonkif, a Jewish man 
living in eastern Europe in the 18th cen- 
tury. Yonkif's daughter married a Mich- 
elson; Yonkif's grandson Samuel Michel- 
son was Albert's father. Samuel, propri- 
etor of a dry goods store in Prussia, and 
Rosalie (Przlubska), daughter of a physi- 
cian, brought their son, who was born in 
Strelno, Prussia (now Strzelno, Poland}, 
in December 1852, and siblings to the 
United States in 1854. The family had 
the big immigrant adventure, as compact- 
ed in one of the many biographical list- 
ings for Albert: “After a short stay in 

New York the family went by boat via 
Panama to San Francisco; thence the gold 
Tush took them first t Murphy's camp in 
Calavera, Cal., and later to Virginia City, 
Nev., close to the bonanza silver mines.” “ 


No, the Michelsons were not after gold, <= 


not directly, anyway; rather Samuel was 
a merchant to the miners. He had a dry 
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she said, “you should have “=” 
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goods store. The Michelsons were still in 
Virginia City in 1869, the year Albert's 
brother Charles was born in Virginia 


-~, City. Albert had seven sisters and broth- 


ers. 

Albert was large- 
ly educated. He 
went to school in 
Virginia City and 
after sixth grade in 
San Francisco 
where he lived 
with relatives and 
then with The- 
odore Bradley, 
headmaster of 
Boys’ High School. 
We read: “Bradley 
seems to have 
aroused young 
Michelson's inter- 
est in science..." Bradley encouraged 
Michelson to go to the U.S. Naval Acade- 
my, which he did after going to Washing- 
ton, D.C., in 1869, when he was 16, and 
seeing President Grant. He graduated 
from the academy in 1873 and in 1875 
became a physics and chemistry instruc- 
tor there. In April 1877, Michelson mar- 
ried Margaret Heminway of New Roch- 
elle, New York. We read that her family 
was prosperous. 

After that and from there, light became 


Michelson older. 


an abiding interest. In 1878, with a new 


son, Albert Heminway Michelson (b. Jan- 


uary 16), and $2,000 given him by his fa- 
ther-in-law, Michelson measured light's 
speed, becoming only the fourth person 
to do so. He left Annapolis in 1880 to 
study in Europe in Berlin, 
Heidelberg and Paris. In 1881 he 
resigned from the Navy and 
moved on to the Case School of 
Applied Science, Cleveland, then 
Clark University, Worcester, Mas- 
sachusetts, and in 1893 to the 
University of Chicago. In 1897 he 
and Margaret, with whom he had 
another son Truman and a daugh- 
ter Elsa, divorced. Thereafter, his 
life of scientific obsession, we 
read, “became more tranquil.” 
He married again at 47 in De- 
cember 1899 to Edna Stanton, an 
18-year-old university student 
from suburban Lake Forest. Her family 
had money. What follows: him returning 
to the Navy as a 65-year-old reserve offic- 
er during World War I; him gradually 
becoming interested in billiards, tennis, 
watercolor painting; him getting the No- 
bel Prize; his work being significant for 
general theories of relativity; his and Ed- 
na’o having three daughters, Madclcinc, 
Beatrice and Dorothy. Michelson’s first 
son Albert, 37, died in Cologne, Germa- 
ny, in June 1915; we don't know why he 


Robie House next to 
Michelson House. 
WMQ. 


was there. 
Skipping, we'll — 
note that the three 
Michelson daugh- 
ters seem to have 
had a fine child- 
hood in Hyde Park, 
and that in 19 
Madeleine met 
Philip Maher at a 
party in Winnetka. 
She was 18. In De- 
cember 1921 
Madeleine and 
Philip married. 
Dorothy (Dody) pro- 
vides this account 


of the wedding. 


The household 
suffered the usual pre-wedding tur- 
moil and everyone was edgy. 
Madeleine was afraid that her father 
would have an experiment on his 
mind and forget to giver her away on 
the appointed day, or that Beatrice, 
now a Vassar intellectual, might de- 
cide to snub the more frivolous mem- 
bers of the bridal party. As for “the 
brat," she was sure Dody would trip 
over the bridal veil as she teetered 
down the aisle of the church on her 
first high-heeled shoes. Edna was 
worried because she had spent too 
much money and dared not ask for 
more. Michelson evaded her whenev- 
er she broached the subject. He prom- 
ised Madeleine, however, that for her 
sake he would go through the whole 
“performance” on schedule. 

When the wedding day came, he 
found he thoroughly enjoyed it. 
Madeleine was his favorite daughter 
and it was a delight to see her 
radiantly happy. When Madeleine 
and Philip were ready to leave, Dody 
was feeling so sentimental that tears 
ran down her cheeks. “Dody has had 
too much champagne,” she heard her 
mother say, but her father only 
smiled at her instead of scolding. He 


was feeling nostalgic himself, 


Found, at last. We make every effort to 
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tell Maher stories chronologically, but 
sometimes we simply don't find or see 
the primary sources we seek. One day 
recently, the same day we read Chicago 
Tribune microfilm for the opera Eliza- 
beth Maher might have gone to while 
George was in the Wauwatosa sanitarium, 
we saw it: "Miss Michelson Is Bride of 
Philip Maher." The article was on the so- 
ciety page of the Chicago Herald and Ex- 
aminer on December 23, 1921. We've re- 
produced the article with its delicate 
headline type. Since you might not be 
able to read all of it, we're rekeying it as 
well: 


Seldom has the Church of the Re- 
deemer in Kenwood been the setting 
for a prettier and more fashionable 
wedding than yesterday, when Miss 
Madeleine Michelson, the eldest 
daughter of Professor Albert A. Mich- 
elson, noted scientist of the Universi- 
ty of Chicago, and Mrs. Michelson, 
and Philip Brooks Maher, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. George W. Maher of Kenil- 
worth, were married. 

The service was read at 4 in the 
afternoon by the Rev. John Henry 
Hopkins, a long-time friend of the 
family. 

The quaint little edifice was crowded 
to its capacity with relatives and 
close friends. Brides' roses, ferns, 
palms and smilax banked the chan- 
cel, while sweet peas and roses 
decorated the Michelson home, 5756 
Kimbark av., where a reception 
followed.* 

The white chiffon velvet wedding 
dress was embroidered in pearls; the 
tulle veil was held with a coronet of 
point Venise lace; the bride's flowers 
were a shower of white orchids. 

Miss Beatrice Michelson, as maid of 
honor to her sister, wore orchid 
velvet. The bridesmaids, Miss 
Frances Hayworth of Lake Forest and 
Miss Dorothy Michelson, another 
sister, wore blue lavender brocade 
velvet. Miss Elizabeth Nitze and Miss 
Madeleine Childs of Lake Forest 
lavender brocade, and Miss Harriet 


* We read in Wyman's Gardening Encyclopedia: 
"The florists 'smilax' often turns out to be Aspara- 
gus asparagoides.” Or asparagus fern. The error of 
possession is Wyman's—page 1038 in the 1986 edi- 
tion. 
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- Nichols of Winnetka and Miss 


Rosalind Wright, the latter arriving 
home from Europe just in time for the 
ceremony, were in rose brocade. Their 
hats were of brown velvet and chiffon. 
Little Barbara Stanley, in white lace 
over blue, as flower girl, carried a 
basket of sweetheart roses and sweet 
peas. A tiny wreath of flowers was 
atop her hair. 

Frank Packard served as best man. 
The ushers were Howard Clements, 
Jack Finlay, Archibald Hooker, 
Walter Paepke, Warren Pease Jr. and 
James Bulkley of Detroit. Mr. and 
Mrs. Maher will honeymoon at Palm 
Beach. After January 16 they will be 
at home at 6 E. Elm St. 


Arch Hooker was Philip's cousin, the 
son of George Maher's sister Mary. We 
didn't know until now that his name was 
Archibald. 


Oh. We also came across a Chicago Tri- 
bune report on the wedding. It was head- 
lined "Miss Michelson to Be Married To- 
day to Philip B. Maher" and was pub- 
lished December 22, 1921. 


Sources: “A Hyde Park Childhood,” Dorothy Mich- 
elson Livingston, The University of Chicago Maga- 
zine, Winter 1979. The Master of Light, a biogra- 
phy of Albert A. Michelson, Dorothy Michelson 
Livingston, Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 
1973. "Miss Michelson Is Bride of Philip Maher," 
Chicago Herald and Examiner, December 23, 
1921. Albert Michelson, Chicago Portraits, Biogra- 
phies of 250 Famous Chicagoans, June Skinner 
Sawyers, Loyola University Press, Chicago, 1991; 
Dictionary of American Biography, Charles Scrib- 


ner's Sons, New York, 1933; Dictionary of Scientif- 


ic Biography, Vol IX, Charles Scribner's Sons, 
New York, 1974; Encyclopedia of American Biog- 
raphy, Harper and Row, New York, 1974; History 
of the Jews of Chicago, Hyman L. Meites, editor, 
Chicago Jewish Historical Society and Wellington 
Pub., 1990. Wyman's Gardening Encyclopedia, 
Donald Wyman, MacMillan Publishing Company, 
New York, 1986. Yonkif, family web site, down- 
loaded, November 21, 2000. Site visit, November 
2000. 
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Above: Schroeder House. 

Right top: Also on Newberry Boulevard. 
nae below: Harcourt Place house. 
GWMQ photos. 


Places 


Milwaukee 

On a eastside house tour sponsored by 
Historic Milwaukee, Inc., we found several 
Maher imitations and homages. One of 
these, the Frederick and Lulu Schroeder 
House (1909) was a Maher house without 
being one. The architect was Herman 
Buemming (1872-1947). About him and his 
work of 1907-16, the tour guidebook said: 
" he designed at least a dozen large Prai- 
rie Style houses somewhat reminiscent of 
the manner of Chicago architect George W. 
Maher." The Schroeder House, 2726 East 
Newberry Boulevard, has an entrance arch 
like the one Maher used for the Smith 
House (1906-07) in Highland Park, Illinois. 
There was another Maher-like house 
across the street, and we saw a third at 
3949 Harcourt Place. More proof of Ma- 
her's strong influence on midwestern ar- 
chitects of the early 20th century. 


Media 


Book: Pioneers of 
American Landscape 
Design 

Pioneers of American Landscape Design, 
originating from the man who defines the 


National Park Service's Heritage Land- 
scape Initiative, is one of the first books to 


make landscape design approachable. The 
editors are Charles Birnbaum, who has 
been directing the National Landscape Ini- 
tiative since 1992, and Robin Karson. "A 
glimpse into such formidable archives as 
Wave Hill's and the Library of American 
Landscape History, the book is an illustrat- 
ed who's who of our country's most signif-. 
icant landscape architects, conservation- 
ists, horticulturists, nurserymen, and theo- 
rists," wrote Garden Design. 

I sat in a Madison book store and paged 
through Pioneers and looked for two land- 
scapers Maher worked with. The sections 
on the these two, Jens Jensen and Ossian 
Simonds, were adequate. The one on Simo- 
nds failed to mention his work with 
George Maher in creating Kincaid, Illinois, 
the model town for coal miners and their 
families. Perhaps it's still not widely 
known that Maher, Simonds and others 

made Kincaid. 

Specs: 486 pages, 160 entries, McGraw- 
Hill, $59.95. $10 or so cheaper at 
Amazon.com. 

Note: Birnmbaum's National Landscape 
Initiative has, according to Garden De- 
sign, a "tiny operations budget" and a 
staff of two. The initiative is having a na- 
tional impact; state historical societies 
and their historic preservation divisions 
must attend to National Park Service di- 
rections, so more historic landscapes are 
going into the National Register of Histor- 
ic Places. 


Sources: "A Fresh Look at the Garden's past," Bar- 
bara Seeber, Garden Design, November 2000. "Un- 
sung Heroes,” Leslie Rose Close, Garden Design, 
November 2000. On-site look-through, Borders, 
Madison, Wisconsin, October 2000. 


Book: Shaping a Nation 

I found this handsome book by a former 
architecture critic for New York magazine 
for $5.99 on the outside tables at a Borders 
store. It was $45 when published in 1998. 
In Shaping a Nation, Twentieth-Century 
American Architecture and its Makers, 
Carter Wiseman mentions George Maher 
just once, like this, in describing what hap- 
pened after Frank Lloyd Wright left his of- 
fice in Chicago: 


They and such other Chicago architects 
as William Purcell, George Elmslie, 
and George Maher—all of whom sub- 
scribed in differing degrees to Wright's 
Prairie aesthetic—continued to pursue 
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the ideas that Wright had 
set in motion. 


That's hardly informative. 
What's going on here is the 
typical inability of architec- 
ture writers to deal with pro- 
gressive Chicago and Mid- 
west architects much beyond 
Wright. 

Shaping a Nation is from 
W.W. Norton Company, New 
York, 412 pages, many illus- 
trations, some good color 
pictures. 


Email 

Written October 25 by a 
reader in Chicago. "I read 
your bit on pp. 20-21 of your 
latest Quarterly (July-Sep- 
tember 2000) as indicating 
that original documents may 
be in the process of being 
moved from The Bentley 
Historical Library to the Ke- 
nilworth Historical Soci- 
ety...” We assured our read- 
er, a valued one, that the Ke- 
nilworth Historical Society is 
ordering copies of materials 
about landscape architect 
Jens Jensen and his work in 
Kenilworth. These Jensen 
documents are in the Bent- 
ley collections at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 


Written December 1. "Hi, 
my name is 
and I am a student at the 
University of Rochester. 1 
am taking a class called 
Frank Lloyd Wright and oth- 
ers and I have a term paper 
coming up. The topic is 'Dis- 
cuss an innovative 20th cen- 
tury architect who is not 
Frank Lloyd Wright using as your source 
periodicals that published the work when 
new.' I have chosen George Maher, and I 
found your site online. If you have any in- 
formation on where I could obtain info in 


this topic, I would greatly appreciate it..." 


World Wide Web 

Surfing the increasingly big wave 
(1,247,340,000 pages available at the 
search engine Google) that's the World 


Postcards. 2 views. 


Wide Web, I 
found 


Chicago 
Landmarks. 
From the City 
of Chicago, this 
site shows 


which buildings 
by George Ma- 
her have desig- 
nated as Chicago landmarks. Three of 


Maher cartooned on 
Chicago site. 


2630-29 


Above: Swift Hall, Northwestern 
University, Evanston, Illinois. New 
card. Max Rigot Selling Co., 
Chicago. 


Below: Wausau library, E.C. Kropp 
Co., Milwaukee. Mailed February 
22, 1953, from A. Pfeiffer in 
Wausau to J.A, Leisk, West Allis, 
Wisconsin. Message: "Daughter 
now lives here and just another 
place for me to visit. They have a 
wonderful home here with the best 
of Church & School facilities..." 
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om King, Rath and Colvin houses, 


these are individual houses, the 


and the others are in the Hutch- 
inson Street and Kenwood histor- 
ic districts. There's a short biog- 
raphy. There are some errors. 
Maher was in business for him- 
self from 1888, not 1893. By 
1893 he had already designed 
30-plus buildings. Among non- 
landmarked Maher buildings 
listed is one on Constance Ave- 
nue never seen by me. To reach: 
www.ci.chi.il.us. 


Prairie Styles. 

It includes a short biographies of 
18 architects, from Percy Bentley 
to Frank Lloyd Wright, and three 
artisans, Bock, Giannini and 
Niedecken (misspelled Neideck- 
en). There's nothing about Maher so far. To 
reach: www.prairie-styles.com. There's an 
email address info@prairie-styles.com. We 
wrote and received this back from web- 
master Tim Loftus on October 31: 


Keep checking in as I try to update the 
site on a monthly basis. I am just an 
individual that loves Prairie School ar- 
chitecture and more than just Wright. 


Postcards. 2 views. 


Two views of Maher's Marquette Park 
pavilion in Gary, Indiana. Top, front 
view, downloaded from World Wide 
Web. Below, back view, Fort Wayne 
Printing Co., Inc., Fort Wayne, Indiana; 
new card. 


As you probably know there are multi- 
tudes of Wright sites, a couple of Sulli- 
van, Griffin and Maher sites, but the 
rest of the school is forgotten. Fortu- 


nately I live in the Chicago area where 
it all began, which makes it easy to 
share this architecture with the world. 
Also it gives me an excuse to go out 
and visit the homes in person. 
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Calendar 


See 


Web 


¢ archfilms.com Woman's Ath- 
letic Club. 

* Chicago landmarks. 

¢ fresno.edu George W. Maher 
biography. 

¢ George Maher in Gary, In- 
diana. Steve Spicer takes you to 
the beach, to Chris Meyers' fine 
site "Gary America's Magic 
Industrial City from Sand 
Hills to Urban Decay," to Ma- 
her Quarterly for subscriptions. 

¢ oprf.com Pleasant Home 
Foundation, Oak Park, Ilinois. 

¢ Watkins site. Includes three 
views of Maher's administration 
building (1911-12), Winona, Min- 
nesota. www.hovco. 

com/wk/ 

¢ Wausau. Woodson House. 

¢ Winona National. Photos and 
art of Maher's bank. 


Use your search engine to find more 


sites mentioning "George W Maher." 
Try Google. Results in seconds. 


World Wide 


Exhi- 
bi- 
tion. 


Through Jan- 
uary 28, 2001. 
"Paris 1900, 
the 'American 
School’ at the 
Universal Ex- 
position." 
Truncated ver- 
sion of show, 
without Her- 
mon MacNeil 
sculpture in- 
cluded when 
exhibition 
opened else- 
where. Tues- 
day-Sunday, 
Elvehjem Mu- 
seum of Art, 
University of 
Wisconsin- 
Madison. Info 
608-263-2246. 


MacNeils: Paris 1900, . 
St. Louis Exposition 
& Martin Roche 


Paris fairgrounds: Palace of Fine Arts, where American art was shown, 
is the large building at lower right. The tower is the Eiffel, the river 


the Seine. 


Carol and Her- 
mon MacNeil 
were in-laws of 
George Maher, 
she being the 
sister of 
George's wife 
Elizabeth. Both 
MacNeils were 
sculptors of 
some note dur- 
ing their life- 


Carol Brooks MacNeil 


times. Carol lived from 1871- 


1944, Hermon from 1866- 


1947, 


After three years in Rome, 
the MacNeils were resident in 
Paris in 1900. Both MacNeils 
exhibited at the world's fair 


there that year. 
The Mahers 
came to visit 
them and see the 
fair. 


More from 
Paris 

"Paris 1900, the 
‘American 
School' at the 
Universal Exposi- 


tion." the exhibition continuing 

in Madison, Wisconsin, is one 

of two year 2000 shows of S 
paintings shown at the Exposit 9 
tion Universelle et Internation- 
ale. The other, which has been 


nowhere near Madison, was at 
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FRANCE 


PARIS EXPOSITION OF 1900 <4, 
“PLAN OF UNITED STATES GALLERIES 

IN PALACE OF FINE ARTS 
GROUP II 


Hermon MacNeil sculptures. Left, "The Sun Vow." Right, "The Returning of the Snakes." Downloaded from AskArt. 
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Left. Carol 
MacNeil's 
work in 
Paris. By 
combining 
entry 
numbers 
from the 
American 
art catalog - 
and 
galleries in 
the "Paris 
1900" 
exhibition, 
we know 
where her 
work was. 
Carol's 
"fiasco 
holder" 
was No. 36 
and 
"samovar" 
No. 37, 
and these 
ae 
allery G at 
Hight Her 
"giotto 
fovane,” 
0. 38, in 
the corridor 


opposite 
the 


engravings, 
illustrations, 
etchings, 
etc. 


Marquette building 
detail, with MacNeil's 
four panels over 
entrance, 


Frank Lloyd Wright's 
Guggenheim; we 
didn't see it. Critic 
Peter Schjeldahl 
wrote, "Like other art 
people I know... I 
rather despised 
'1900' on my first vis- 
it. What's the point in 
playing fair with the 
mildewed academic 
platitudes and provin- 
cial swoons that dominate the 
show?" Then: "On a second visit, I 
relaxed. I accepted the show's chal- 
lenge to be viewed in the way that 
someone of a century ago might 
have viewed it—as the complicated 
efflorescence of a changing world 
and, not incidentally, as an entertain- 
ment." 


Carol medals 

Looking for the architect for the 
Wisconsin pavilion (Ferry and Clas, 
Milwaukee) at the 1904 Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition in St. Louis, we 
came across official illustrations for 
the art department. Carol MacNeil re- 
ceived a bronze medal in the category 
Original Objects of Art Workmanship; 
doesn't say what object she won for. 


Hermon & Martin 

A book we only noticed recently 
stirred up some. The book is Professor 
Robert Bruegmann's The Architects 
and the City: Holabird & Roche of 
Chicago, 1880-1918 ($69 from 
Amazon.com) published in 1997. The 
book is about the architects William 
Holabird (1854-1923) and Martin 
Roche (1855-1927). It followed Brue- 
gmann's much better three-volume 
Holabird & Roche, Holabird & 
Root, an Illustrated Catalog of 
Works from 1991. | ; 

We knew MacNeil worked with 
Holabird and Roche on the Marquette 
Building in Chicago. So casting about 
with Google for MacNeil, I found this: 
"...a colleague of Martin Roche's say- 
ing that Roche and his friend the 
sculptor Hermon MacNeil were 'more 


Martin 
Roche 


than brothers,' 
Bruegmann is 
compelled to quip: 'It is...'" That made 
me curious, so for the whole story I 
clicked to the source, Britannica.com 
and a January 1998 review of the 
Bruegmann book by Francis Morrone, 
a New York architectural critic. 
Morrone, apparently a total enemy of 
political correctness and a dismisser, in 
the critical tradition of the 1960s, of 
searching after and out the lives of 
artists of all kinds, is altogether both- 
ered by Bruegmann on the Roche- 
MacNeil relationship. He writes: 


Hermon MacNeil 


And why must the academic envi- 
ronment be such that Robert Brue- 
gmann is compelled to address cer- 
tain issues that he clearly would 
rather not address? For example, 
Martin Roche was a lifelong bach- 
elor. Right off, in today's academia, 
this means one thing and one thing 
only: he had to have been homo- 
sexual. Thus, in quoting a colleague 
of Martin Roche's saying that 
Roche and his friend the sculptor 
Hermon MacNeil were "more than 
brothers," Bruegmann is compelled 
to quip: "It is tempting, from the 
viewpoint of the late twentieth cen- 


tury, to raise an 
eyebrow... particu- 
larly in light of 
some of the volup- 
tuous male sculp- 
tural figures of 
Hermon MacNeil, 
but there is not 
enough evidence to 
know how telling 
this stock phrase 
may be." Well, if 
there is "not enough 
evidence," why 
bring it up at all? At 
| least this is better 
+ than the historian a 
few years ago who 
suggested that when Louis Sullivan 
famously said that a skyscraper 
should be "every inch of it a proud 
and soaring thing," he wasn't really 
referring to skyscrapers. (That Sul- 
livan was a well-known womanizer 
is perversely adduced as evidence 
that he was gay!) Bruegmann does 
not bring up Martin Roche's sexu- 
ality again, and well this should be, 
because, 
frankly, I 
cannot 
conceive 
of a less 
interesting 
subject. 


The histo- 
rian who 
wrote about 
Sullivan is 
Robert 
Twombly. In 
his 1987 bi- 
ography 
Louis Sullivan: his Life and Work, 
Twombly suggests homosexual origins 
for many Sullivan designs. He recalls 
Sullivan's interest in nude swimming 
with men. For Roche and MacNeil, 
we have these various facts. Roche 
grew up in Chicago, wasn't much edu- 
cated, apprenticed to a cabinetmaker, 
was a draftsman for architect William 
Lé Baron Jenney. Once with Holabird, 
Roche was a designer, Holabird the 
administrator and promoter. Morrone 
describes Roche as "dogged, nerdy" 
and "pounding away till he got it right." 
Elsewhere we read that Roche was 
shy. Bruegmann notes Roche's "repu- 


Marenete Building, 
Chicago. WWW. 
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Right above: Chasers at 
Gorham Silver in Providence, 
Rhode, Island, finishing the 
bronze casting of Hermon 
MacNeil's "Marquette 
Memorial" in the earlier 
1920s. Gorham photo. 


Below: MacNeil relief "Law" 
for Holabird and Roche's 
Cook County Courthouse, 
1904-08. Thanks to 
Bruegmann. 


tation for his talent at 
decoration." One of his 
obituary writers men- 
tioned Roche's "kindly 
nature." Another, un- 
named for the Chicago 
Tribune, noted that 
Roche was a bachelor. 
He lived with his sister 
and her husband for 
years. MacNeil was born 
in Massachusetts, studied 
in Paris and Rome. He 
and Carol Brooks mar- 
ried in 1896, when he 
was 30. 

MacNeil provided 
bronze panels, four bas 
reliefs, for the entrance 
of the Marquette Build- 
ing (1891-95) at 
Dearborn and Adams. 
MacNeil was in his mid- 
to-late 20s then, Roche a 
bit older. The source of 
the "more than brothers" 
comment was Edward 
Renwick, a longtime 


Holabird and Roche em- 

ployee who said this in 

his "Recollections" in 

1952; 

would never have again." And he never 

There was a strange anything more to do would... 
thing about Roche, he with him. It was so 
would be extremely with many others, The MacNeil panels illus- 
intimate with some- Hermon MacNeil trate the building's name- 
one for a period of the sculptor... They sake, Father Jacques 
time, but if that per- were more than Marquette (1637-75), who 
son, as invariably brothers for a long wandered about in then un- 
must happen, ever time, but suddenly named Michigan, Wisconsin 
once fell below what Roche would an= and Illinois. Bruegmann 
was his very high and nounce, "I'm through quotes Charles Jenkins from 
inflexible standard of with so and so, nev- the Architectural Reviewer 
conduct, Roche er want to see him of July 1901: "Mr. MacNeil 


has made an exhaustive 
study of the Indian and his 
habits, and the salient 
points are vividly shown in 
these panels." MacNeil had 
been to Upper Michigan 
and Canada. 

MacNeil worked with 
Holabird and Roche again 
a few years later on the 
Chicago City Hall and in 
the 1920s when the archi- 
tects—presumably 
Roche—provided an instal- 


lation for his Marquette 

Monument at 24th and HE 
Marshall streets. So it's ¥ i 
likely Roche saw him rE 
again. rs 


Bruegmann, with some 
interest, describes the fig- 
ures in MacNeil's "Law" as 
"voluptuously developed 
and scantily clothed male 
youths." Also this footnote 
about "Law": 


ee ee A 


Above: Michelson 
House drawing. 


There are emblems that do relate to this theme, 
specifically a book under the seal of Cook 
County, a set of papers held by the youth on the 
left, and a sword held by the one to the right. 
But these symbolic props are not nearly as 
prominent as the spectacular musculature of the 
two nearly identical figures who hold them. Nor 
does the legal theme explain why they are ap- 
parently locking fingers above the county seal, 
or the prominence of the bulbous head and spi- 
raling shaft of the sword handle. It is hard today 
to imagine that these panels were not viewed, at 
least by part of the Chicago population, as delib- 
erately and provocatively homoerotic, but if so , 
the viewers seem to have left us no tangible evi- 
dence. 


Sources: "Architect Dies, Martin Roche," Chicago Tribune, 
June 5, 1927. The Architects and the City, Holabird and 
Roche of Chicago, 1880-1918, Robert Bruegmann, University 
of Chicago Press, 1997. “Irish on Bruegmann, The Architects 
and the City,” Sharon Irish, H-Urban, 1998, downloaded from 
H-Net, November 22, 2000. The Art Department Illustrated, 
Universal Exposition, St. Louis, Missouri, 1904. “Back in the 
Loop,” Francis Morrone, The New Criterion, January 1998. 
Holabird & Roche, Holabird & Root, an Illustrated Catalog of 
Works, Robert Bruegmann, Garland Publishing, Inc., New 
York, 1991. Hermon MacNeil, biography, AskArt.com, 
downloaded July 23, 2000. Paris 1900, Diane Fischer, editor, 
Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
1999, “The Pleasure Principle,” Peter Schjeldahl, The New 
Yorker, August 7, 2000. “Sculptor Amcrican—-Hcermon At- 
kins MacNeil," Cecelia MacNeil, Dr. Allen Nestle, Antiques 
Journal, June 1974. "Martin Roche, F.A.1.A., an Obituary," 
Robert Craik McLean, The Western Architect, July 1927. 


Errata. In last issue, MacNeil with one "1" too many. In last 
issue, a picture of Frances rather than Carol. 
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Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company mine shaft houses, Ishpeming, Michi- 
gan. From almost anywhere in town, see the pyramidion tops of Ma- 
her's shaft houses (1919) shaped from poured concrete. 


Farson House, “Pleasant Home” (1897-99), 217 Home Avenue, Oak 
Park, Illinois. Tours at 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, Thursday-Sunday. Guided 
tours. $5 for adults, $3 students. Friday free. 


Lightner Museum. Collection includes several windows and onyx 
fireplace surround with glass mosaic from Patten House (1901, demol- 
ished), Evanston, Illinois. King Street, St. Augustine, Florida. 


Marathon County Historical Society, Wausau, Wisconsin. Two 

works by Maher. Yawkey House (1907, Maher remodeling), 403 McIn- 

doe Street, closed for interior restoration. Woodson House (1913-14), 

Q 10 McIndoe Street, library, exhibits. Tuesday-Thursday. Saturday- 
un- 
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Citations consist of volume, issue and page 
separated by periods, e.g. 10.2.1-4 means 
volume 10, issue 2 (April/June 2000) pages 
1 through 4. 


Abel House, Milwaukee, Wisc., 1909, 10.2.4 

Adler, David, 10.3.15 

Adler & Sullivan, 10.4.10 

Aldenson, Edmund, 10.4.13 

Allied Arts and Building Products Exhibition, 
10.3.18 

Aluminaire House, 10.3.18 

American Architect, 10.2.3-4 

American Art Deco,10.1.25 

American Institute of Architects, 10.1.16-17 

Anthony, Susan B., 10.1.21 

Arch motif see Segmental arch motif 

Architect, 10.1.21-22 

The Architects and the City: Holabird & 
Roche of Chicago, 1880-1918, 10.4.24 

“An Architect’s Relation to Town Planning”, 
10.2.10-11 

Architectural Artifacts, 10.3.22-23 

Art nouveau style, 10.3.25 

Arts and Crafts Event, Oak Park, IIl., 
10.2.24; 10.2.27; 10.3.21; 10.3.30 

Atwood, Charles B., 10.1.16; 10.2.3; 10.3.4 

Aucutt, Don, 10.1.25 

address, 10.3.28 

Auditorium Theater, 10.4.10 

Avery Beach Casino, 10.1.11 

Avery Beach Hotel, 10.1.11 


Babcock, Mary Keyes, 10.3.23 
Bajari, William, 10.3.25 
Baldwin House, Glen Ridge, N.J., 1908 
history, 10.1.20 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.19 
Barker, Charles, 10.3.6; 10.4.3 
Barker, Donald, 10.3.6; 10.4.3 
Barnes House see 
Maher/Barnes House, Winnetka, IIl., 1919 
Barratt House, Kenilworth, Ill., 1896 
Ferguson House similarity, 10.3.27 


Barton, Charles, 10.3.18; 10.4.14 
Barton, Rose Seng, 10.3.16; 10.3.18; 10.4.14 
Bascom, Leila, 10.3.7 
Bauer, Augustus, 10.1.14 
Bauer & Hill, 10.1.14; 10.1.23; 10.3.20 
Bauer and Woltersdorf, 10.1.9 
Baumann & Poe, 10.3.15 
Bennett, Edward H., 10.1.6 
Bentley, Percy Dwight, 10.3.25; 10.4.21 
Bernard, William, 10.1.14 
Bertling, Adolphus, 10.1.6 
Bichl, Agnes, 10.3.17 
Bichl, Dorothy, 10.3.17 
Bichl, Francis A., 10.3.17; 10.4.15 
Bichl, Gerard, 10.3.17-18; 10.4.15 
Bichl, Helen, 10.3.17; 10.4.15 
Bichl, Helen Seng, 10.3.16-18; 10.4.14-15 
Bichl House see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Bichl House 
Birnbaum, Charles, 10.4.19 
Blatner, Mary Beth, 10.1.20-21; 10.3.20; 
10.3.23 
Blatner, Tim, 10.3.20 
Blinn House, Pasadena, Calif., 1906 
10.1.21; 10.2.24 
Bock, Richard, 10.4.21 
Bollenbacher, John, 10.1.18 
Brackenbush House, Chicago, IIl., 1909 
housewalk, 10.3.20 
Bradley, Theodore, 10.4.17 
Bradley, Will, 10.1.3 
Brady, Bernard, 10.3.17 
Breckenridge, D.J., 10.1.5 
Brinkman & Van der Vlugt, 10.3.25 
Bromley, Judith, 10.3.20 
Brooks, Alden Finney, 10.3.10 
painter of Ellen Brooks, 10.1.13 
Brooks, Carol see 
MacNeil, Carol Louise Brooks 
Brooks, Elizabeth see 
Maher, Elizabeth Isabelle Brooks 
Brooks, Ellen Woodworth, 10.1.13 
portraits of, 10.1.13 
Brooks, Frances see 
Wyld, Frances Mabel Brooks 
Brower, Daniel, 10.4.10 
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Broyard, Anatole, 10.1.22 
Bruegmann, Robert, 10.4.24-26 
Bryson House, Winnetka, IIl., 1921 
history, 10.1.5 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.5 
Buck, Lawrence 
renderer for George Maher, 10.1.24; 10.2.19 
Buemming, Herman, 10.4.19 
Bulkley, James, 10.4.18 
Burling and Whitehouse, 10.3.24 
Burnham, Daniel, 10.1.6; 10.1.18; 10.2.3; 
10.3.4; 10.3.29 


Calvary Cemetery, 10.3.16-18 
Campbell, N. Margaret, 10.2.21 
Cathers, David, 10.2.24 
“A Challenge to Civic Pride”, 10.1.17 
Chanute-Tuskegee Airmen Museum, 10.3.28 
Chicago Architectural Club 
exhibitions, 10.1.7; 10.1.9; 10.1.13; 10.2.3-4; 
10.2.13; 10.3.5; 10.3.18; 10.4.13 
Chicago Architectural Foundation 
tours, 10.3.30 
Chicago Architectural Sketch Club see 
Chicago Architectural Club 
“Chicago Arts 1870-1930” exhibition, 
10,1,.26;.30.2:28 
Chicago Beach Hotel, 10.1.16 
Chicago City Hall, 10.4.26 
Chicago Landmarks WWW site, 10.2.27; 
10.3.29; 10.4.20; 10.4.22 
Chicago Town and Country Tennis and Swim 
Club see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Chicago Town and Country Tennis and 
Swim Club 
Chicago Tribune Tower competition, 10.2.2 
Childs, Madeleine, 10.4.18 
Christian Science, 10.4.9; 10.4.16 


City Methodist Church, Gary, Ind., 1925, 1.10.18 


Clark, Edward, 10.1.9 
Clark and Walcott Houses, 10.1.9-10 
Clas, Alfred, 10.2.4 
Clements, Howard, 10.4.18 
Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Co. Shaft Houses, 
Ishpeming, Mich., 1919 
photographs (exterior), 10.3.25-25 


tours, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30; 10.4.26 
Coffeen House, Hinsdale, II., 1900 
Farson House similarity, 10.2.6 
Orde House similarity, 10.1.10 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.6 
sale, 10.2.6 
windows, 10.2.6 
Colvin House see 
Stevenson House, Chicago, IIl., 1909 
Community Development Co., 10,1.2 
Composition, 10.1.19 
Compulsion, 10.1.21 
Cooper, Louis A., 10.3.6; 10.3.11; 10.4.11 
Corbett, Harvey Wiley, 10.1.23 
Corcoran Art Gallery, 10.1.23 
Corwin, Cecil, 10.1.21; 10.1.23 
Country Club, 10.3.5; 10.3.18 
County Courthouse, 1907 (unbuilt), 10.1.12 
Crab Tree Farms, 10.2.24; 10.3.23; 10.3.30 
Craig, Mrs. H.B., 10.1.3 
Cram, Ralph Adams, 10.2.21 
Cummings, Kathleen Roy, 10.3.20 
Farson House book, 10.3.23 


Darling, Sharon, 10.3.17 
Dawson, Mary, 10.3.20 
de Gelleke, Gerrit see 
Gelleke, Gerrit de 
DeLee, Joseph B. 
biography, 10.1.21 
Delta Kappa Epsilon Chapter House see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Delta Kappa Epsilon Chapter House 
Dewey, Richard, 10.3.3 
Dickinson, Frederick, 10.1.2 
Dix, John T., 10.4.14 
Dix, Lucy, 10.4.14 
Dix House, Kenilworth, Ill., 1923 
history, 10.2.6; 10.4.14 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.6 
Simons House similarity, 10.2.6 
Dockendorff, Bernard, 10.1.19 
Douglas, Mich., houses, 10.1.15 
Dow, Arthur Wesley, 10.1.19-20 
Dreiser, Theodore, 10.3.3 
Dryden House, Evanston, IIl., 1916-17 
Evanston/Skokie School District 
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ownership, 10.1.18 
school district offices may move, 10.1.18 
Dubbs House see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Dubbs House 
Duncan, Alastair, 10.1.25 


Eakins, Thomas, 10.3.29 
Eastman, Irene, 10.3.7 
Eberson, John, 10.2.6 
Ehrman House, Oak Park, Ill., 1908, 10.2.19 
Eifler, John, 10.1.20 
Elks Temple, Gary, Ind., 1923 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.5 
postcard views, 10.2.5 
Elmslie, George, 10.4.19 
Elvehjem Art Museum, 10.3.7; 10.3.29; 10.4.22 
Emmet Town Hall, Halder, Wisc., 1938-39 
10.2.25 
Enete EL. POoL EL 
Errata in text, 10.4.26 
Erwin House, Oak Park, Ill., 1905 
doors, 10.2.1; 10.2.19 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.1; 10.2.19 
Eschweiler, Alexander, 10.2.4 


Farson House, Oak Park, IIl., 1897 
drawings, 10.3.23 
library restoration, 10.1.20-21 
light fixtures, 10.1.21 
Orde House similarity, 10.1.10 
photographs (exterior), 10.3.20 
photographs (interior), 10.1.10 
publicity about, 10.3.25 
thistle motif, 10.2.26 

Farson House, Oak Park, Ill., 1897 (cont.) 
tours, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30; 10.4.26 
windows, 10.1.20 

Faxon, Lloyd, 10.1.4 

Faxon, Margaret, 10.1.4 

Faxon House see 
Maher/Faxon House, Winnetka, IIl., 1919 

Ferguson, Robert, 10.3.26 

Ferguson House, Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., 1906 
Barratt House similarity, 10.3.27 
blueprints, 10.3.27 
fireplaces, 10.3.26; 10.3.28 


light fixtures, 10.3.27 
paint colors, 10.3.27 
photographs (interior), 10.3.26-28 
Popenoe House similarity, 10.3.27 
windows, 10.3.27 
Ferry, George, 10.2.4 
Ferry and Clas, 10.2.4; 10.3.29; 10.4.24 
Field Columbian Museum see 
World’s Columbian Exposition, 1893 
Fine Arts Building 
Finlay, Jack, 10.4.18 
Foust, Jerry, 10.1.12 
Fox, Charles, 10.1.6 
Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy, 
1G bea LOA 20; 102.275 103.21 
Frankl, Paul Theodore, 1.10.25 
Franks, Robert, 10.1.21 
French, Bret, 10.3.25 
Frey, Albert, 10.3.18 
Fuchs, Daniel, 10.1.22 
Fuermann, Henry, 10.3.14 
Fuller, R. Buckminster, 10.1.24 


Gallion, Denis, 10.1.25 
Garages, 10.2.19-21 
Gary Bathing Beach Aquatorium see 
Gary Bathing Pavilion, Gary, Ind., 1921 
Gary Bathing Pavilion, Gary, Ind., 1921 
1O1ESs 163.28 
photographs (exterior), 10.3.28 
postcard views, 10.1.24; 10.4.21 
tours, 10.1.26; 10.2.3; 10.2.28; 10.3.30 
Gary City Hall see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Gary City Hall 
Gary Country Club Clubhouse, Gary, Ind., 1921 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.28 
Gary Gateway see 
Gateway Development Plan, Gary, Ind., 
1924 
Gary Golf Club House see 
Gary Country Club Clubhouse, Gary, Ind., 1921 
Gary Union Station, 10.1.18 
Gates, Frederick T., 10.1.20 
Gates House, Montclair, N.J., 1902-04, 10.2.26 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.18; 10.1.20 
Gateway Development Plan, Gary, Ind., 1924 
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10.1.18; 10.1.24 
design in exhibition, 10.3.5; 10.3.18 
Gelleke, Gerrit de, 10.1.22; 10.3.23 
The Georgian, Evanston, III., 10.4.12 
Giannini, Orlando, 10.4.21 
Giannini & Hilgart, 10.1.22; 10.1.25 
Gilman House, Chicago, IIl., 1888-1997 
demolition, 10.3.21; 10.4.13 
photographs (exterior), 10.4.13 
Glencoe Historic Preservation Commission, 
Mss 22 
Goff, Bruce, 10.1.24 
Goodhue, Bertram Grosvenor, 10.4.16 
Goodman, Clarence, 10.1.3 
Goodman, Theresa, 10.1.3 
Gorham Manufacturing Co., 10.3.23 
Grabo, Otto, 10.3.19 
Granger, Alfred, 10.2.4 
Graven and Mayger, 10.3.25 
Griffin, Marion Mahony, 10.3.24 
Griffin, Walter Burley, 10.1.2; 10.1.5-6; 
10.3.24 
portraits of, 10.1.6 
Gropius, Walter, 10.2.3; 10.3.25 
Gross House, Milwaukee, Wisc. 1907, 10.2.4 
Grueby pottery, 10.3.29 


Hager House, Waukon, Iowa, 1914-15 
10:4.23 
Hayworth, Frances, 10.4.18 
Heaton, Herman, 10.2.17 
Heaton House, Kenilworth Beach, Ill., 1922 
history, 10.2.16-17 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.15 
Hedges, John, 10.3.20 
Heminway, Margaret see 
Michelson, Margaret Heminway 
Henssler House see 


Heussler/Karel House, Milwaukee, Wisc., 1915 


Heussler, Louis O., 10.2.4 

Heussler/Karel House, Milwaukee, Wisc., 1915 
10.1.24; 10.2.4 

Hill, Bridget, 10.1.10 

Hill, Henry W., 10.1.14 

Hill and Woltersdorf, 10.3.20 

“The Hinsdale Community Plan”, 10.2.7-9 

Hinsdale, [l]., Plan, 1923, 10.2.5; 10.2.7-9, 


103.5 
Historical Design Gallery, 10.3.23 
Holabird, William, 10.4.24 
Holabird and Roche, 10.4.13-14; 10.4.26 
Holabird & Roche, Holabird & Root, an 
Illustrated Catalog of Works, 10.4.24 
Homer, Winslow, 10.3.29 
Hood, Raymond, 10.2.2 
Hooker, Archie, 10.4.18 
Hooker, Florence see 
Watts, Florence Hooker 
Hooker, Margaret, 10.1.15; 10.4.5 
Hooker, Mary Maher, 10.1.15; 10.3.12; 10.4.5 
Hoover Ball and Bearing of Detroit, 10.3.17 
The House Beautiful 
advertisements showing Maher-designed 
houses, 10.1.15 
Prairie School article, 10.1.9 
Howells, John, 10.2.2 
Huehl] & Schmid, 10.3.20 
Hyatt, Elizabeth, 10.2.23 
Hyatt, Henry, 10.2.23 


In Shaping a Nation; Twentieth-Century 
American Architecture and its Makers, 
10.4.19 

The Irving Apartment Building, 10.3.6-7 

Isom House, Kenilworth, Ill., 1900 

Orde House similarity, 10.1.10 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.15 


Jane Addams Houses, 10.1.10 
Jeffrey House, Glencoe, IIl., c.1910-2000 
10.1.19 
demolition, 10.3.21-22 
doors, 10.3.21 
Farson House similarity, 10.3.22 
photographs (exterior), 10.3.22 
sale, 10.3.22 
windows, 10.3.22-23 
Jenkins, Charles, 10.4.25 
Jenkins, H.D., 10.1.11 
Jenney, William LeBaron, 10.4.24 
Jensen, Jens, 10.4.19 
landscape plans at University of Michigan, 
10.3.20; 10.4.20 
John B. Murphy Memorial Building see 
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Maher, Philip Brooks 
Murphy Memorial Building 
John J. Earley process, 10.1.17 
John Toomey Gallery, Oak Park, Ill., 
10.2.24; 10.3.28 
Johnson Controls of Milwaukee, 10.3.17 
Johnson Meier Co., 10.3.15 
Jones, Anthony, 10.3.20 


Karel, John C., 10.2.4 
Karpen Building, Chicago, Ill., 10.1.3 
Karson, Robin, 10.4.19 
Kasten, Herman, 10.1.3 
Kasten House, Winnetka, IIl., 1916 
history, 10.1.2-3 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.3 
Keck, Fred George, 10.1.3 
Keck and Keck, 10.1.24 
Keehn, George W., 10.3.10; 10.4.9 
Keith’s Magazine on Home Building, 
10.2.13; 10.2.18-19 
Kenilworth Assembly Hall, Kenilworth, II1., 
1907, 10.2.13 
Kenilworth Beach, 10.2.12-17; 10.4.14 
Kenilworth Club see 
Kenilworth Assembly Hall, Kenilworth, IIL., 
1907 
Kenilworth Community Development Plan, 
Kenilworth, IIl., 1920 
Chicago Architectural Club exhibition 
entry, 10.2.3 
Kenilworth Hall, Kenilworth, Ill., 1891 
sale, 10.3.23 
photographs (exterior), 10.3.23 
Kenilworth Historical Society 
Maher collection, 10.1.19 
Jensen landscape plans, 10.3.20; 10.4.20 
Kenwood tour, 10.3.29 
Kilner, Colleen Browne, 10.2.12 
King, Ernest L., Sr., 10.3.2 


King (Ernest L.) House, Homer, Minn., 1911-87 


furniture, 10.1.25; 10.2.23 

garden, 10.2.21-23 

history, 10.1.23 

photographs (exterior), 10.2.23 

silver flatware, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30 
silver holloware, 10.3.23 


King, Grace Watkins, 10.3.2 
King (J.B.) House, Kenilworth Beach, III. 
see King-Smith House, Kenilworth 
Beach, Ill., 1923 
King (Patrick J.) Chicago, Ill., 1901 
Chicago landmark, 10.4.21 
thistle motif, 10.2.25 
windows, 10.2.24-25 
King-Smith House, Kenilworth Beach, IIl., 
1923 
history, 10.2.17 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.16 
Kinney, William, 10.2.16 
Kinney House, Kenilworth Beach, Ill., 1922 
history, 10.2.16 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.15 
Klatt, Mary Beth, 10.1.18 
Kocher, A. Lawrence, 10.3.14; 10.3.18 
Korpi, Dave, 10.3.25 
Krasin, Charles, 10.2.25 
Kuhnen, John, 10.3.22 


Lake House, Chicago, Ill., 1904 
housewalk, 10.3.20 
Lang, M.A., 10.1.18 
“Leading the Simple Life: the Arts and Crafts 
Movement in Britain, 1880-1910" 
exhibition, 10.1.26; 10.2.28 
Leopold, Nathan, 10.1.21 
Levin, Meyer, 10.1.21-22 
Lewis, Schell, 10.2.14 
Lightner Museum 
tours, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30; 10.4.26 
Lincoln County Courthouse see 
County Courthouse, 1907 (unbuilt) 
Livingston, Dorothy Michelson, 10.4.15; 
10.4.17-18 
Loeb, Richard, 10.1.21 
Loftus, Tim, 10.4.21 
Long, Louis, 10.2.20 
Louis Sullivan: his Life and Work, 10.4.24 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition, St. Louis, Mo., 
1904 
Carol MacNeil’s bronze medal, 10.4.24 
Love Galleries see 
Nickerson House, Chicago, IIl., 1900 
remodeling 
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Lowe, Elmo, 10.1.18 
Ludwig, Frank, 10.1.11 
Lynn, Clara, 10.3.19 
Lynn, Harry, 10.3.19 
Lynn House see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Lynn House 
Mackintosh, Charles Rennie, 10.3.23 
MacLean, Robert Craik, 10.1.9; 10.1.14; 
101,21 
MacNeil, Carol Louise Brooks, 10.1.13; 10.3.6 
biography, 10.3.29; 10.4.25 
Paris Exposition entries, 10.3.29; 10.4.23 
portraits of, 10.4.22 
MacNeil, Hermon, 10.1.15; 10.3.6; 10.3 29; 
10.4.8; 10.4.24-26 
Marquette Building sculptures, 10.4.24-25 
Marquette Monument, 10.4.26 
Paris Exposition entries, 10.3.29; 10.4.22-23 
Patten Gymnasium sculptures, 10.4.14 
portraits of, 10.3.29; 10.4.1; 10.4.24 
sculpture, 10.4.25 
Magerstadt House, Chicago, III, 1908, 10.3.20 
Maher, Bessie see 
Maher, Elizabeth Isabelle Brooks 
Maher, Elizabeth Isabelle Brooks 
biography, 10.4.5 
opera attendance, 10.4.10 
portraits of, 10.4.2 
Maher, George W. 
arch motif see Segmental arch motif 
“An Architect’s Relation to Town Planning”, 
10.2.10-11 
Baldwin House see 
Baldwin House, Glen Ridge, N.J., 1908 
Barnes House see 
Maher/Barnes House, Winnetka, IIl., 1919 
Barratt House see 
Barratt House, Kenilworth, IIl., 1896 
biography, 10.1.13; 10.2.27; 10.3.29; 10.4.5; 
10.4.22 
Blinn House see 
Blinn House, Pasadena, Calif., 1906 
Brackebush House see 
Brackebush House, Chicago, Ill., 1909 
Bryson House see 
Bryson House, Winnetka, III., 1921 


buildings designed by Maher see 
name of building, e.g. 


Baldwin House, Glen Ridge, N.J., 1908 


buildings designed by Maher in 
California 
Pasadena see 
Blinn House, 1906 
Illinois 
Chicago see 
Brackebush House, 1909 
Gilman House, 1888-1997 
King (Patrick J.) House, 1901 
Lake House, 1904 
Magerstadt House, 1908 
Mosser House, 1901-02 


Nickerson House, 1900 remodeling 


Rath House, 1907 
Scales House, 1894 
Stevenson House, 1909 
Evanston see 
Patten Gymnasium, 1908-40 
Patten House, 1901-39 
Swift Hall, 1907-09 
University Building, 1905 
Glencoe see 
Jeffrey House, c.1910-2000 
Orde House, 1904 
Highland Park see 
Rudolph House, 1907 
Hinsdale see 
Coffeen House, 1900 
Kenilworth see 
Barratt House, 1896 
Dix House, 1923 
Isom House, 1900 
Kenilworth Assembly Hall, 1907 
Kenilworth Hall, 1891 
May House, 1921 
Oleson House, 1915-16 
Parmelee (Charles) House, 1906 
Sears School, 1912-69 
Stirton House, 1920 
Sutton House, 1907 
Kenilworth Beach see 
Heaton House, 1922 
King-Smith House, 1923 
Kinney House, 1922 
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Tideman House, 1922 
Oak Park see 
Erwin House, 1905 
Farson House, 1897 
Tiskilwa see 
Stevens (Charles) House, 
1895 remodeling 
Winnetka see 
Bryson House, 1921 
Kasten House, 1916 
Maher/Barnes House, 1919 
Maher/Faxon House, 1919 
Maher/Manley House, 1919 
Raclin House, 1912-13 
Scholl House, 1915 
Schultz House, 1907 
Wyld House, 1913-14 
Indiana 
Gary see 
Elks Temple, 1923 
Gary Bathing Pavilion, 1921 
Gary Country Club Clubhouse, 1921 
Gateway Development Plan, 1924 
Miller Beach Recreation Building, 1924 
Iowa 
Waukon see 
Hager House, 1913-14 
Kansas 
Topeka see 
Popenoe House, 1898 
Michigan 
Ishpeming see 
Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Co. Shaft 
Houses, 1919 
Saugatuck see 
Maplewood Hotel, 1923 remodeling 
Sault Ste. Marie see 
Ferguson House, 1906 
Murdock House, 1906-07 
Minnesota 
Homer see 
King (Emest L.) House, 1911-87 
Minneapolis 
Winton House, 1910 
Winona see 
Watkins Administration Building, 
1911-12 


Watkins Warehouse, 1913-14 
Winona Savings Bank, 1913-16 
New Jersey 
Glen Ridge see 
Baldwin House, 1908 
Montclair see 
Gates House, 1902-04 
Wisconsin 
Wausau see 
Stewart House, 1906 
Wausau Public Library, 1906-94 
Winton House, 1905-76 
Woodson House, 1913-14 
Yawkey House, 1907 remodeling 
buildings designed by Maher open for tours, 
10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30; 10.4.26 
Chicago Architectural Club exhibition 
entries, 10.1.13-14; 10.2.3-4; 10.2.13; 
10.3.5; 10.4.13 
Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Co. Shaft Houses see 
Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Co. Shaft Houses, 
Ishpeming, Mich., 1919 
clubhouses designed by Maher 
Gary Country Club Clubhouse, 1921 
Coffeen House see 
Coffeen House, Hinsdale, IIl., 1900 
community planning see 
Maher, George W. 
plans designed by Maher 
Country Club see 
Country Club 
County Courthouse see 
County Courthouse, 1907 (unbuilt) 
demolished buildings designed by Maher see 
Jeffrey House, Glencoe, IIl., c.1910 
Patten Gymnasium, Evanston, Ill., 1908-40 
Patten House, Evanston, Ill., 1901-39 
Sears School, Kenilworth, IIl., 1912-69 
designs by Maher by year 
1922, 10.1.6-7 
1923, 10.2.5-6; 10.4.15-18 
1924, 10.4.12 
Dix House see 
Dix House, Kenilworth, Ill., 1923 
drafting table, 10.1.21 
drawings, 10.3.30 
Elks Temple see 
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Elks Temple, Gary, Ind., 1923 
Erwin House see 
Erwin House, Oak Park, III., 1905 
exhibitions of decorative arts 
10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30; 10.4.26 
Farson House see 
Farson House, Oak Park, Ill., 1897 
Faxon House see 
Maher/Faxon House, Winnetka, IIl., 1919 
Ferguson House see 
Ferguson House, Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., 
1906 
Fine Arts Building (1893 Fair) 
preservation, 10.1.16; 10.2.3; 10.3.4-5 
fireplaces 
Ferguson House, 10.3.26; 10.3.28 
Patten House, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30; 
10.4.26 
Schultz House, 10.1.22 
furniture 
King (Ernest L.) House, 10.1.25 
Gary Bathing Pavilion see 
Gary Bathing Pavilion, Gary, Ind., 1921 
Gary Country Club Clubhouse see 
Gary Country Club Clubhouse, Gary, Ind. 
1921 
Gates House see 
Gates House, Montclair, N.J., 1902-04 
Gateway Development Plan, Gary see 
Gateway Development Plan, Gary, Ind., 
1924 
Gilman House see 
Gilman House, Chicago, Ill., 1888-1997 
Hager House see 
Hager House, Waukon, Iowa, 1913-14 
Heaton House see 
Heaton House, Kenilworth Beach, IIl., 1922 
“The Hinsdale Community Plan”, 10.2.7-9 
Hinsdale Plan see 
Hinsdale, Ill., Plan, 1923 
hospitalization, 10.3.2-13; 10.4.2-11 
hotels designed by Maher 
Maplewood Hotel, Saugatuck, Mich., 
1923 remodeling 
South Haven, Mich. Hotel Project, 1908 
(unbuilt) 
houses inspired by Maher, 10.1.5 


photographs (exterior), 10.1.5 
illness, 10.1.6; 10.1.13; 10.1.16 
Isom House see 
Isom House, Kenilworth, II1., 1900 
Jeffrey House see 
Jeffrey House, Glencoe, Ill., c.1910-2000 
Kasten House see 
Kasten House, Winnetka, IIl., 1916 
Kenilworth Assembly Hall see 
Kenilworth Assembly Hall, Kenilworth, 
Ill., 1907 
Kenilworth Club see 
Kenilworth Assembly Hall., Kenilworth, 
Ill., 1907 
Kenilworth Hall see 
Kenilworth Hall, Kenilworth, IIl., 1891 
King (Ernest L.) House, Homer, Minn. see 
King (Ernest L.) House, Homer, Minn.. 
1911-87 
King (Patrick J.) House see 
King (Patrick J.) House, Chicago, IIl., 1901 
King-Smith House see 
King-Smith House, Kenilworth Beach, IIl., 
1923 
Kinney House see 
Kinney House, Kenilworth Beach, IIl., 1922 
Lake House see 
Lake House, Chicago, Ill., 1904 
letters, 10.3.3-13; 10.4.2-11 
libraries designed by Maher see 
Wausau Public Library, Wausau, Wisc., 
1906-94 
licensing and merchandizing of Maher motifs, 
$0.2.27 
light fixtures 
Farson House, 10.1.21 
Ferguson House, 10.3.27 
Nickerson House, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30 
Mackintosh influence, 10.3.23 
Magerstadt House see 
Magerstadt House, Chicago, Ill., 1908 
Manley House see 
Maher/Manley House, Winetka, IIl., 1919 
Maplewood Hotel, Saugatuck, Mich., 
1923 remodeling 
May House see 
May House, Kenilworth, IIl., 1921 
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Miller Beach Recreation Building see 
Miller Beach Recreation Building, 
Gary, Ind., 1924 
Moore House see 
Maher/Moore House, Winnetka, III, 1919 
Mosser House see 
Mosser House, Chicago, Ill., 1901-02 
motifs see name of motif 
e.g. Poppy flower motif 
Murdock House see 
Murdock House, Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., 
1906-07 
name, 10.2.24 
Nickerson House see 
Nickerson House, Chicago, IIl., 
1900 remodeling 
ofices:.. 1031.3: 1015.10 IS 
Oleson House see 
Oleson House, Kenilworth, Ill., 1915-16 
Orde House see 
Orde House, Glencoe, IIl., 1904 
Paris trip, 10.3.29 
Parmelee House see 
Parmelee (Charles), Kenilworth, Ill., 1906 
Patten Gymnasium see 
Patten Gymnasium, Evanston, IIl., 1908-40 
Patten House see 
Patten House, Evanston, Ill., 1901-39 
plans designed by Maher see 
Gateway Development Plan, Gary, Ind., 
1924 
Hinsdale, Ill., Plan, 1923 
Pleasant Home see 
Farson House, Oak Park, Ill., 1897 
Popenoe House see 
Popenoe House, Topeka, Kans., 1898 
poppy flower motif see 
Poppy flower motif 
portraits of, 10.1.7; 10.3.1; 10.4.1-2; 10.4.20 
postcards of George Maher’s buildings, 
10.1.24; 10.2.5; 10.2.25-26; 10.2.24-26; 
10.2.28; 10.3.24; 10.4.20-21 
publications by Maher 


“An Architect’s Relation to Town Planning”, 


10.2.10-11 
Chicago Architectural Club 

Exhibition Catalog “foreword”, 10.1.14 
“The Hinsdale Community Development”, 


10.2.7-9 
Raclin House see 
Raclin House, Winnetka, IIl., 1912-13 
Rath House see 
Rath House, Chicago, Ill., 1907 
remodelings by Maher see 
Maplewood Hotel, Saugatuck, Mich., 1923 
Nickerson House, Chicago, Ill., 1900 
Stevens (Charles) House, Tiskilwa, IIl., 
1895 
Rockledge see 
King (Ernest L.) House, Homer, Minn., 
1911-87 
Rudolph House see 
Rudolph House, Highland Park, IIl., 1907 
sale prices for Maher-designed buildings, 
10.2.6 
Scales House see 
Scales House, Chicago, Ill., 1894 
Scholl House see 
Scholl House, Winnetka, Ill., 1915 
schools designed by Maher 
Kenilworth Hall, Kenilworth, Ill, 1891 
Sears School, Kenilworth, Ill., 1912-69 
Schultz House, Winnetka, Ill., 1907 
Sears School see 
Sears School, Kenilworth, IIl., 1912-69 
segmental arch motif see 
Segmental arch motif 
silver flatware designed by Maher, 
10,1.-267 10,2:28:.16,3.30 
silver holloware designed by Maher, 
10.3:23 
South Haven, Mich. Hotel Project see 
South Haven, Mich.Hotel Project, 
1908 (unbuilt) 
Stevens House see 
Stevens (Charles) House, Tiskilwa, IIIL., 
1895 remodeling 
Stevenson House see 
Stevenson House, Chicago, Ill., 1909 
Stewart House see 
Stewart House, Wausau, Wisc., 1906 
Stirton House see 
Stirton House, Kenilworth, Ill., 1920 
Sutton House see 
Sutton House, Kenilworth, Ill., 1907 
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Swift Hall see 
Swift Hall, Evanston, Ill., 1907-09 

thistle motif see Thistle motif 

Tideman House see 
Tideman House, Kenilworth Beach, 
Ill., 1922 

tours of Maher buildings, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 
10.3.30; 10.4.26 

tulip flower motif see Tulip flower motif 

unbuilt designs by Maher see 
County Courthouse, 1907 
South Haven, Mich. Hotel Project, 1908 

University Building see 
University Building, Evanston, IIl., 1905 

Watkins Administration Building see 
Watkins Administration Building, Winona 
Minn., 1911-12 

Watkins Warehouse, Winona, Minn. see 
Watkins Warehouse, Winona, Minn., 
1913-14 

Wausau Public Library see 
Wausau Public Library, Wausau, Wisc., 
1906-94 

windows 
Coffeen House, 10.2.6 
Farson House, 10.1.20 
Jeffrey House, 10.3.22-23 
poppy flower motif, 10.1.26; 10.2.28 
Winton House, Minneapolis, Minn., 10.2.23 
Winton House, Wausau, Wisc., 

10.1.26; 10.2.28 

Winona Savings Bank see 

Winona Savings Bank, Winona, Mich., 
1913-16 

Winton House see 
Winton House, Minneapolis, Minn., 1910 
Winton House, Wausau, Wisc., 1905-76 

Woodson House see 
Woodson House, Wausau, Wisc. 1913-14 

World’s fairs attendance, 10.4.22 

writings about, 10.1.21-24 

Wyld House see 
Wyld House, Winnetka, IIl., 1913-14 

Yawkey House see 
Yawkey House, Wausau, Wisc., 
1907 remodeling 

Maher, Madeleine Michelson see 


Mueller, Madeline Michelson Maher 
Maher, Mary see 
Hooker, Mary Maher 
Maher, Nathan, 10.3.12; 10.4.7 
Maher, Philip Brooks, 10.1.22; 10.3.2 
autobiography, 10.1.15-16 
Bichl House designed by, 10.3.14-16; 
10.4.14 
biography, 10.3.18 
Chicago Town and Country Tennis and 
Swim Club designed by, 10.1.24; 10.3.10; 
10.4.7; 10.4.13 
Delta Kappa Epsilon Chapter House designed 
by, 10.1.7; 10.1.13 
Dubbs House designed by, 10.3.14 
Gary, Ind. City Hall designed by, 10.1.24; 
1O:1.26; L0.2.25 
Lynn House designed by, 10.3.19 
marriage, 10.4.15; 10.4.17-18 
Michelson House designed by, 10.4.15-18; 
10.4.26 
Mons House designed by, 10.4.12 
Murphy Memorial Building designed by, 
10.1.6; 10.1.13 
partnership with father, 10.1.6 
portraits of, 10.1.7 
public housing desings, 10.1.10 
Schager House designed by, 10.3.14-16; 
10.3.18; 10.4.14 
Sears School remodeling, 10.4.2; 10.4.12 
Simons House designed by, 10.1.8 
Sprenger House designed by, 10.3.5; 10.3.14; 
10.4.12-13 
Woman’s Athletic Club designed by, 
10.2.27; 10.3.29; 10.4.22 
Maher, Philip Brooks, Jr., 10.2.4; 10.3.12 
10.4.7 
Maher & Son, 10.1.6-7; 10.2.12 
fees collected, 10.4.3 
Maher/Barnes House, Winnetka, Il., 1919 
history, 10.1.4 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.4 
Maher/Faxon House, Winnetka, Ill., 1919 
history, 10.1.4 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.4 
Maher/Manley House, Winnetka, IIl., 1919 
history, 10.1.5 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.4 
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Maher/Moore House, Winnetka, IIl., 1919 
history, 10.1.5 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.4 

The Mahers, Kin & Creations column, 
10.1.13-16; 10.2.2-4; 10.3.2-13; 10.4.2-l] 

Mahoney, Annie, 10.2.12 

Mahoney, Daniel, 10.2.12 

Mahoney, Mary, 10.2.12 

Mahony, Marion see 
Griffin, Marion Mahony 

Manley House see 


Maher/Manley House, Winnetka, Ill., 1919 


Maplewood Hotel, Saugatuck, Mich., 
1923 remodeling 
history, 10.2.6 


Marathon County Historical Museum, 10.1.24 
Marathan County Historical Society, 10.3.23; 


10.3.30; 10.4.22 
Marquette, Jacques, 10.4.25 
Marquette Building, 10.4.24-25 
Marquette Park Aquatorium, Gary, Ind. see 
Gary Bathing Pavilion, Gary, Ind., 1921 
Marquette Park Recreation Pavilion, 
Gary, Ind. see 
Miller Beach Recreation Building, Gary, 
Ind., 1924 
Marshall, Benjamin, 10.1.6 
Martele silver, 10.3.23 
Materialization of an Urge, 10.1.22 
Matthiessen, F.O., 10.3.3 
May House, Kenilworth, IIl., 1921, 10.2.17 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.17 
McCary, Allen W., 10.2.12 
McDonald, John, 10.1.24 
McGuire, J. Fred, 10.4.14 
McGuire & Orr Realty, 10.2.12-13; 10.2.15; 
10.2.17; 10.4.14 
McNamee, Madeline, 10.4.14 
McNamee, Peter, 10.4.14 
Medinah Temple, 10.3.20 
Meyer, Adolf, 10.2.3 
Meyers, Christopher, 10.1.12; 10.1.18; 
10.1.24; 10.2.6; 10.2.27; 10.3.29; 10.4.22 
Michael, Vincent L., 10.2.24 
Michelson, Albert A., 10.4.15-18 
portraits of, 10.4.15-10.4.17 
Michelson, Albert Heminway, 10.4.17 


Michelson, Beatrice, 10.1.15; 10.4.17-18 
Michelson, Charles, 10.4.17 
Michelson, Dorothy see 
Livingston, Dorothy Michelson 
Michelson, Edna Stanton, 10.4.15; 10.4.17 
Michelson, Elsa, 10.4.17 
Michelson, Madeleine see 
Mueller, Madeleine Michelson Maher 
Michelson, Margaret Heminway, 10.4.17 
Michelson, Samuel, 10.4.16 
Michelson, Truman, 10.4.17 
Michelson House see 
Maher, Philip Broos 
Michelson House 
Michigan Maritime Museum, 10.1.11 
Mies van der Rohe, Ludwig, 10.1.24; 10.3.25 
Miller Beach Recreation Building, 
Gary, Ind., 1924 
postcard views, 10.2.5; 10.4.21 
renderings, 10.2.5 
tours, 10.1.26; 10.2.3; 10.2.28; 10.3.30 
Milwaukee Art Museum 
Maher objects exhibition, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 
10.3.30 
Milwaukee Psychiatric Hospital see 
Milwaukee Sanitarium 
Milwaukee Sanitarium, 10.3.2-3; 10.3.9; 10.4.2 
Minnesota Institute of Arts, 10.2.23 
Molloy, Mary Alice, 10.2.24; 10.3.20 
Mons, Effie Mary, 10.4.12 
Mons, Harry, 10.4.12 
Mons House see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Mons House 
Moore, Annie, 10.1.5 
Moore, David C., 10.1.5 
Moore House see 
Maher/Moore House, Winnetka, Ill., 1919 
Morava, Peter, 10.1.21 
Morell, Anthony, 10.3.23 
Morell and Nichols, 10.3.23 
Morgan Sash & Door Co., 10.2.1; 10.2.8 
Morris, Daniel, 10.1.25 
Morrone, Francis, 10.4.24 
Mosser House, Chicago, IIl., 1901-02 
housewalk, 10.3.20 
Mueller, Madeleine Michelson Maher, 
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10.1.6; 10.1.13; 10.1.15; 10.4.15-18 
Murdock House, Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., 
1906-07 
history, 10.3.26 
photographs (exterior), 10.3.26 
Murphy Memorial Building see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Murphy Memorial Building 
Museum of Science and Industry, 
Chicago, Ill, 10.1.17 


Narkiewicz-Laine, Christian, 10.1.18 
Neighbors Club, Kenilworth, Ill., 10.2.13 
New School of the Midwest, 10.1.23 
New Trier Township High School, 10.1.2 
New York Architectural Club 
exhibition, 10.1.23 
Nichols, Arthur, 10.3.23 
Nichols, Harriet, 10.4.18 
Nicherson, Samuel, 10.3.24 
Nicherson House, Chicago, IIL., 
1900 remodeling, 10.3.24 
light fixtures, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30 
Tiffany glass, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30 
tours, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.30 
Niedecken, George, 10.4.21 
Nitze, Elizabeth, 10.4.16; 10.4.18 
Nolen, John, 10.1.19-20 
North Shore Health Resort, 10.3.2-3 
North Western Expanded Metal Co., 
POEL AS21052 2a 
Nunns, Annie, 10.3.7 


O’Donnell, Tom, 10.4.15 

O’Keeffe, Georgia, 10.1.20 

Oleson House, Kenilworth, IIl., 1915-16 
Kinney House similarity, 10.2.16 

Orchard, William H., 10.2.15 

Orchard House, Rye, N.Y., 10.2.15 

Orde, Darcy, 10.1.11 

Orde, Malcom B., 10.1.10-11 

Orde, Marcom B., Jr., 10.1.11 

Orde House, Glencoe, Ill., 1904 
history, 10.1.10-11 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.10 
photographs (interior), 10.1.1; 10.1.10-11 
similar to other George Maher houses, 10.1.10 


windows, 10.1.1; 10.1.10-11 
Otsuka, T.R., 10.2.21-23 
Ottesen, Patrick, 10.3.23 


Packard, Frank, 10.4.18 
Paepke, Walter, 10.4.18 
Parfitt Bros., 10.3.20 
Paris 1900 the ‘American School’ at the 
Universal Exposition exhibition, 
10.3.29; 10.4.22 
Paris World’s Fair, 1900, 10.4.22-23 
Parkinson, A.E., 10.1.19 
Parmelee (Charles) House, Kenilworth, IIL, 
1906 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.21 
renderings, 10.2.21 
Patten Gymnasium, Evanston, IIl., 1908-40 
demolition, 10.4.13-14 
postcard views, 10.2.25; 10.3.24 
sculptures by MacNeil, 10.4.14 
Patten House, Evanston, IIl., 1901-39 
fireplaces, 10.3.30; 10.4.26 
thistle motif, 10.2.26 
Pearson, Henry K., 10.2.19-21 
Pease, Warren Jr., 10.4.18 
Perlman, Victor, 10.3.15 
Physical Sites column see 
Maher, George W. 
tours of Maher buildings 
Pickford, Mary, 10.3.6 
Pinehurst see 
Popenoe House, Topeka, Kans., 1898 
Pioneers of American Landscape Design, 
10.4.19 
Pleasant Home see 
Farson House, Oak Park, IIl., 1897 
Pleasant Home Foundation 
book publishing, 10.3.23 
fund raising, 10.3.20-21 
lecture series, 10.2.24 
licensing and merchandising of Maher motifs, 
102.27, 10321 
museum store, 10.2.27; 10.3.21; 10.3.29; 
10.4.22 
tours sponsored by, 10.2.24; 10.2.27; 10.3.20 
World Wide Web site, 10.2.27; 10.3.29; 
10.4.22 
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Pond and Pond, 10.1.23; 10.2.2 
Popenoe House, Topeka, Kans., 1898 
Ferguson House similarity, 10.3.27 


Poppy flower motif, 10.1.26; 10.2.28; 10.3.12 


Pott, Kenneth, 10.1.11 
Purcell, William, 10.4.19 


Raclin House, Winnetka, IIl., 1912-13 
history, 10.1.2-3 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.3 
Rath House, Chicago, Il., 1907 
Chicago landmark, 10.4.20 
Rauschenbush, Elizabeth, 10.3.7 
Rauschenbush, Paul, 10.3.7 
Reid, David, 10.1.11 
Reinforced concrete hotel, 1908 see 
South Haven, Mich., Hotel Project, 1908 
(unbuilt) 
Renwick, Edward, 10.4.25 
Reynolds House, LaCrosse, Wisc., 1922 
10.1.19 
Roach, Leonard H., 10.1.3 
Roche, Martin, 10.4.24-25 
portraits of, 10.4.24 
Rockledge see 
King (Ernest L.) House, Homer, Minn., 
1911-87 
Rookwood Pottery Co., 10.3.29 
Rosenwald, Julius, {0.1.16 
Rubin, Steven Jay, 10.1.22 
Rudolph House, Highland Park., Ill., 1907 
renderings, 10.2.21-22 
Rust, Robert, 10.2.24 


Saarinen, Eliel, 10.2.2 

Sargent, John Singer, 10.3.29 

Saugatuck Through the Years, 1830-1980, 
10.1.11 

Scales House, Chicago, III, 1894 
housewalk, 10.3.20 

Schager, Dorothy Seng, 10.3.16-18; 10.4.14 

Schager, Edward, 10.3.15; 10.3.17-18 

Schager, Edward Joseph, 10.3.17 

Schager, Margaret, 10.3.17 

Schager, Mary M., 10.3.17-18 

Schager, Richard, 10.3.17 

Schager, Seng Anton, 10.3.17 


Schager House see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Schager House 
Schoepke, Donald, 10.4.14 
Scholl, C.A., 10.1.3 
Scholl House, Winnetka, IIl., 1915 
history, 10.1.2 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.3 
Schroeder House, Milwaukee, Wisc., 1909 
10.4.19 
Schulman, Chris Poggianti, 10.3.21 
Schultz House, Winnetka, IIl., 1907 
10.1.3; 102,20 
dormer, 10.1.22 
fireplaces, 10.1.22 
influences other houses, 10.1.19 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.23 
roof, 1.10.22-23 
Schweikher, Paul, 10.1.24; 10.3.24-25 
Sears, Helen Barry, 10.1.15; 10.2.12 
Sears, Joseph, 10.2.12 
Sears, Will, 10.2.12 
Sears School, Kenilworth, Il., 1912-69 
history, 10.2.26 
photographs (exterior), 10.4.2 
Segmental arch motif, 10.2.6; 10.4.15 
definition, 10.3.25; 10.3.28 
used by others, 10.2.2 
Seiberling House, Akron, Ohio, 1912-19 
10.2.23 
Seng, Agnes, 10.3.16; 10.3.17-18; 10.4.14 
Seng, Barbara Bichl, 10.3.17-18; 10.4.15 
Seng, Frances, 10.3.16; 10.3.18 
Seng, Francis, 10.3.16; 10.3.18 
Seng, Frank J., 10.3.16; 10.3.18 
Seng, John D., 10.3.18; 10.4.14 
Seng, John Thomas, 10.3.18; 10.4.14 
Seng, Julius, 10.3.16; 10.4.14 
Seng, Wendelin, 10.3.16; 10.3.17-18; 10.4.14 
Seng & Co., 10.3.16 
Seyfarth, Robert F., 10.1.15 
Sheridan, James, 10.1.11 
Sheridan Road, 10.1.2 
Shubart, Ellen, 10.3.22 
Silsbee, Joseph Lyman, 10.1.21-22 
Simonds, Ossian Cole, 10.4.19 
Simons House see 
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Maher, Philip Brooks 
Simons House 
Skolnik, Lisa, 10.3.20 
Sleyster, Rock, 10.3.3 
Smith, Charles S., 10.4.14 
Smith, Charles S., Jr., 10.4.14 
Smith, Gordon, 10.4.14 
Smith, Jeannette, 10.4.14 
Smith, Olive, 10.4.14 
Smith House, Highland Park, IIl., 1906 
history, 10.4.19 
Solomon, Joseph, 10.4.8 
South Haven, Mich., Hotel Project, 
1908 (unbuilt) 
history, 10.1.11-12 
renderings, 10.1.1; 10.1.12 
Spicer, Steve, 10.2.27; 10.3.29; 10.4.22 
Spicer, Vibe, 10.3.3 
Sprenger, William, 10.4.13 
Sprenger House see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Sprenger House 
St. Louis World’s Fair see 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition, St. Louis, 
Mo., 1904 
Stam, Mark, 10.3.25 
Stan Hywet Hall see 
Seiberling House, Akron, Ohio 
Stanley, Barbara, 10.4.18 
Stanton, Edna see 
Michelson, Edna Stanton 
Stephenson, Rose, 10.1.21 
Stevens (Charles) House, Tiskilwa, I1., 
1895 remodeling 
sale, 10.2.24 
Stevenson House, Chicago, IIl., 1909 
Chicago landmark, 10.4.21 
Stewart House, Wausau, Wisc., 1906 
sale, 10.2.6 
Stirton House, Kenilworth, Ill., 1920 
Kinney House similarity, 10.2.16 
Sullivan, Louis, 10.1.9; 10.2.2-3; 10.3.3; 
10.4.24 
Sunset-Poplar-Myrtle neighborhood, 
Winnetka, Ill., 10.1.2 
Sutton House, Kenilworth, Ill., 1907 
history, 10.2.19; 10.2.23 


photographs (exterior), 10.2.18; 10.2.20 
Swift Hall, Evanston, Ill., 1907-09 

postcard views, 10.4.20 

tours, 10.2.28; 10.3.30 


Tafel, Edgar, 10.1.22 

Taft, Lorado, 10.2.3 

Tempel, William F., 10.1.2; 10.1.6 

Thayer, Mary, 10.1.21; 10.2.24 

Thistle motif, 10.2.26; 10.3.23 

Thomas House, Glen Ellyn, IIl., 10.2.14 

Thomson, Iain, 10.1.23 

Tideman, Harold, 10.2.16 

Tideman House, Kenilworth Beach, IIl., 1922 
history, 10.2.3; 10.2.15-16 
photographs (exterior), 10.2.14 
renderings, 10.2.13 

Tiffany, Louis Comfort, 10.3.29 

Tiffany glass, 10.3.30 

Toomey Gallery see 
John Toomey Gallery 

Toren Restoration Hospital, 10.3.2 
postcard views, 10.3.2 

Tree Studios, 10.3.20 

Trier Center Neighborhood, Winnetka, IIl. 
10.1.5-6 

Tripartite arch see 
Segmental arch motif 

Trumbull Park Homes, 10.1.10 

Tryon Hotel, Tryon, N.C., 10.3.2 

Tulip flower motif, 10.2.6 

Tuskegee Airmen Museum see 
Chanute-Tuskegee Airmen Museum 

Twombly, Robert, 10.4.24 


Unity Temple Restoration Foundation 
10.2.24; 10.3.23 

University Building, Evanston, IIl., 1905 
tours, 10.3.30 

University of Michigan Union Building, 10.2.2 


Van Nelle tobacco factory, 10.3.25 
Van Ryn, Henry J., 10.1.22; 10.3.23 
Van Schaack, Robert, 10.3.10; 10.4.9 
Vergara, Camilo, 10.1.18 

Virchow, Rudolph, 10.3.3 


Walcott, Chester H., 10.1.9; 10.3.24 
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Walcott, Russell, 10.1.10; 10.3.24-25 
Wallace, Charles, 10.1.15 
Wandzura, Lubomyr, 10.1.25 
Washington Architectural Club, 10.1.23 
Watkins, Grace see 
King, Grace Watkins 
Watkins Administration Building, Winona, 
Minn., 1911-12 
postcard views, 10.1.24; 10.1.26; 
10.2.25-27; 10.3.29 
tours, 10.3.30 
World Wide Web site, 10.2.27; 10.3.29; 10.4.22 
Watkins Warehouse, Winona, Minn., 1913-14 
postcard views, 10.2.25-26 
Watts, Florence Hooker, 10.3.12 
Watts, Richard, 10.3.12 
Wausau Public Library, Wausau, Wisc., 1906-94 
demolition, 10.3.21 
history, 10.4.13 
postcard views, 10.2.25; 10.4.20 
Weed, ELE. 104-11 
Weese, Harry, 10.3.7 
Weisberg, Lois, 10.1.18; 10.1.21; 10.3.20 
Weissenborn, Leo J., 10.1.17; 10.1.22; 10.2.3 
Weissenhof Siedlung, 10.3.25 
Western Architect, 10.1.9; 10.1.14; 
1.121023 
Whitman, Walt, 10.3.3 
Wiener Werkstatte, 10.3.25 
Will Bradley, His Chap Book, 10.1.3-4 
Windes, Frank, 10.1.2 
Winnetka Garland subdivision, 10.1.2 
Winona County Historical Society Museum, 
10.3.30 
Winona National Bank, Winona, Minn. see 
Winona Savings Bank, Winona, Minn., 
1913-16 
Winona Savings Bank, Winona, Minn., 1913-16 
postcard views, 10.2.25 
tours, 10.3.30 
World Wide Web site, 10.2.27; 10.3.29; 
10.4.22 
Winton, Charles, 10.2.23 
Winton, Helen, 10.2.23 
Winton House, Minneapolis, Minn., 1910-11 
10.1.23; 10.1.26; 10.2.20; 10.2.27 
preservation lease, 10.2.23 


Sale, 102.23 
windows, 10.2.23 
Winton House, Wausau, Wisc., 1905-76 
10.2.23 
Wiseman, Carter, 10.4.19 
Woltersdorf and Bernhard, 10.1.14 
Woman’s Athletic Club see 
Maher, Philip Brooks 
Woman’s Athletic Club 
Women’s City Club, Pasadena, Calif. 
10.1.21; 10.2.24 
Woodson, Aytchmonde P., 10.1.21; 10.3.23 
Woodson, Leigh Yawkey, 10.1.21; 10.3.23 
Woodson House, Wausau, Wisc., 1913-14 
10.3.23 
Marathon County Historical Society 
purchases, 10.1.21; 10.1.24 
tours, 10.3.30; 10.4.26 
World Wide Web site, 10.2.27; 10.3.29; 
10.4.22 
Woodson House Garage, Wausau, Wisc., 
1913-14 
moved and made into a house, 10.4.14 
photographs (exterior), 10.4.14 
World Wide Web sites, 10.1.26; 10.2.27; 
10.3.29; 10.4.22 
World’s Columbian Exposition, 1893 
Fine Arts Building, 10.1.16-17; 10.2.3; 
10.3.4 
Wright, Frank Lloyd, 10.1.21-23; 10.3.3; 
10.3.14; 10.4.21 
Imperial Hotel, 10.2.3 
Manson House, 10.1.23 
Robie House, 10.4.16 
Unity Temple, 10.3.23 
Wynant House (attributed), 10.1.24 
Wright Rosalind, 10.4.18 
Wyld, Arthur, 10.4.11 
Wyld, Elizabeth 
portraits of, 10.4.11 
Wyld, Frances Mabel Brooks, 10.3.8; 10.4.11 
portraits of, 10.4.29 
Wyld, Merle, 10.1.2; 10.1.13-15; 10.4.11 
portraits of, 10.4.11 
Wyld, Violet Elizabeth, 10.4.8; 10.4.10 
diary, 10.1.3; 10.1.13-15 
photographs donated, 10.1.19 
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Wyld House, Winnetka, Ill., 1913-14 
history, 10.1.5 
photographs (exterior), 10.1.5 


Yawkey, Alice Richardson, 10.1.22 
Yawkey, Cyrus, 10.1.22 
Yawkey, Leigh see 
Woodson, Leigh Yawkey 
“Yawkey Family: the Early Years”, 10.1.21 
Yawkey House, Wausau, Wisc., 
1907 remodeling 
gardens, 10.3.23 
Marathon County Historical Society owns, 
10.1.21; 10.1.24 
tours, 10.3.30; 10.4.26 
Young, Evie, 10.1.3 
Young, Frank, 10.1.3 
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